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Gratitude “Jo 
Our Guest Editors 


It is and honor and a relief to turn over the editorship of this entire issue of 
THE CoEVOLUTION QUARTERLY to the Black Panther Party. A relief 
because the usual CQ staff is buried under a mountain of books getting out the 
WHOLE EARTH EPILOG. An honor because the Panthers are the most 
effective community service-and-organization group I know. 

It’s a good deal for us. We pay the cost of production and of printing 10,000 
copies. The income and costs from those should about equal out. An additional 
10,000 copies are being printed and sold by the Panthers, with income going 
into their ‘‘survival programs’’ (model activities, it seems to me, for cities 
everywhere, especially as times grow harder around us.) 

Our usual tight control of guest editors prevail — we haven't any idea what’s 
in the magazine until it hits the street. Now that it’s out, we know, and you 
know, and maybe the Panthers ought to have guest editorship of the City of 
Oakland for a while. 

— Stewart Brand 


Editor, THE CoEVOLUTION QUARTERLY 


[Photo on Front Cover taken at First Black Community Survival Conference 
sponsored by the Black Panther Party, held on March 29, 30, 31, 1972. Over 
10,000 free bags of groceries, with a chicken in every bag, were distributed 
during the course of the three day event. | 
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Enthusiastic crowd reaction (above) anticipates the arrival to the podium 

of Huey P. Newton, leader and chief theoretician of the Black Panther 

Party, about to address supporters at the Plenary Session for the 

Revolutionary People’s Constitutional Convention held in Philadelphia, 
Pa., in September, 1970. 


| 1 TRODUCTION, 


\ 


.We had seen Watts rise up the previous year. We had seen how the police 
bitched the Watts community after causing the trouble in the first place. We 
had seen Martin Luther King come to Watts in an effort to calm the people, and 
we had seen his philosophy of nonviolence rejected. Black people had been 
taught nonviolence; it was deep in us. What good, however, was nonviolence 
when the police were determined to rule by force? We had seen the Oakland 
police and the California Highway Patrol begin to carry their shotguns in full 
view as another way of striking fear into the community. We had seen all this, 
and we recognized that the rising consciousness of Black people was almost at 
the point of explosion. One must relate to the history of one’s community and to 


its future. Buvety thing we had seen convinced us that our time had come... 


— Huey P. Newson: “The Founding of the Black PantherParty,’’ taken from his 
autobiography, REVOLUTI ae Y SUICIDE. 


pox 428, Sausalito, California 94965 


Emerging from the tumultuous first half 
decade of the 1960s, the founding of the Black 
Panther Party by Huey P. Newton and Bobby Seale 
in October, 1966,/marked the beginning of a new 
era for a tired, troubled and confused America. 
One phrase, simultaneously both a flat staterrent of 
resistance to impoverished conditions of life and a 
strirring cry to action to change those conditions, 
best characterizes and sums up this new epoch. It 
was a phrase initiated by the Black Panther Party 
in their early days in Oakland, Calif., which spread 
like wild fire across this land—north, east, south — 
and west —calling forth the emergence of hitherto 
unknown numbers of Black, poor and dispossessed 
people into conscious political activity, in their own 
name and in their own interests. Five simple words 
seized America’s soul in an attempt to make it 
whole: ‘‘ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE!”’ 

From its founding, the Black Panther Party for 
Self-Defense (the term ‘‘for Self-Defense’’ was later ° 
dropped) has been assailed and villified in the 
mass media, its leaders hounded and harassed by 
local and federal law enforcement agencies and its 
membership and supporters threatened and 
intimidated at every turn. Through it all, the Black 
Panther Party has survived. 

The reasons for this phenomenal resiliency in the 
face of tremendous obstacles and odds lies, in the 
final analysis, with the people — the communities 
served by the Black Panther Party programs and Free Food Program, Oakland, 
who, in turn, sustain the Black Panther Party : California. 


_ 


Ss 


The Houston, Texas, Chapter of the Black Panther Party hosted a 
massive Free Food Program on July 26, 1972. 
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through their heartfelt contributions of time and 
energy, devotion and love. In short, People’s 
Power; that boundless and bold enthusiasm 
carefully and cautiously granted to those who serve 
the people’s interest. 

Contrary to misleading stories and scandalous 
misrepresentations, the Black Panther Party did 
not originate as simply an armed and violent. 
response to police brutality and murder. The Black 
Panther Party is not, and never has been, a group 
of angry young Black ‘‘militants,’” full of hatred 
and fury toward the ‘‘White Establishment.”’ 

Rather, from the outset, in 1966, when Huey P. 
Newton and other early Party members began their 
historic patrols of the Oakland Police Department 
armed with law books to explain to the community 


their basic Constitutional rights, the Black Panther. 


Party has attempted to provide an example to the 
community of what is possible and to raise the 


people’s political consciousness so that we can all. 


step forward with dignity and courage. 
PROGRAMS/ ACHIEVEMENTS 


Let us turn then, to the programs and achieve- 


ments of the Black Panther Party and try to assess. 


them for what they really are. Free Breakfast for 
Schoolchildren, the most well-known Black Panther 
Party program, is actually only one of close to two 
dozen ongoing community-based activities and 
programs that the Black Panther Party sponsors. 
We have also included in this volume _ poetry, 
songs and artwork which together make up the 
basis for a new, progressive People’s Culture; one 


which roots itself on the notions of friendship and . 


cooperation between all people. Lastly, in a section 
of book excerpts, we present the theoretical 
analysis which underlies the Black Panther Party 
and its programs. 3 : 


Although this does not present the. ‘‘whole 
Story,’’ we, the editors of the Fall CoEvolution 
Quarterly, feel confident knowing that task is not 
ours. The final chapter, yet unwritten, belongs to 
the people, all humankind, as they forge through 
their own efforts and lives a world free of the 
troubles which plague us today. All we can do is 


record their magnificent achievements. 


ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE 


Voter registration, speeches at community Mebane nad passing out 
leaflets accounted for the success of the 1973 People’s Campaign for 
Oakland City Offices. 
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THE 
COMMITTEE 
FOR JUSTICE 


FOR HUEY P. 
NEWTON — 


THE COMMITTEE FOR JUSTICE FOR HUEY P. NEWTON is an independent 
citizens’ group made up of a cross-section of attorneys, clergy, students, political 
activists, and other concerned citizens. The Committee, which was formed in 
August, 1974, is pressing for a full investigation into the intensifying pattern of 
attacks by police and federal authorities against Huey P. Newton and the Black 
Panther Party. For further information contact THE COMMITTEE FOR JUSTICE 
FOR HUEY P. NEWTON, c/o Community Learning rei 6118 E. 14th Street, 
Oakland, California 94621, or call (415) 562-5261. 


| would like to donate to help the Committee’s legal and educational activities ie 
- $1,000 () $100 (3 $50 OC $10 ( $5, $------------------ 


\ 


i would like to volunteer my time to help with 
Publicity _. Research 
_Fund-raising | Contacting other groups and individuals 


I would like more information on the Committers 


” 


Name ESR SS A AR WI I EPO SE TT II IE ETE BES RENTED 


Zip 


Please clip righ mail to the COMMITTEE FOR JUSTICE FOR HUEY P. NEWTON 
6118 East 14th Street 
Oakland, California 94621 


(415) 562-5261 


(Make checks payable to the COMMITTEE FOR JUSTICE FOR HUEY P. 
NEWTON) . 
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SURVIVAL PROGRAMS OF 
THE BLACK PANTHER PARTY 


In order to achieve its goals of organizing and serving Black and oppressed 
communities,,the Black Panther Party has developed a wide variety of Survival 
Programs since the Party’s founding in October, 1966. The programs, which 
cover such diverse areas as health care and food services as well as a model 
school the Intercommunal Youth Institute,’ are meant to meet the needs of the 
community until we all can move to change social conditions that make it 
impossible for the people to afford the things they need and desire. 

_ The Survival Programs provide another important service—they serve as a 
model for all oppressed people who wishto beginto take concrete actions to deal 
with their oppression. 

In the succeeding pages, the Survival Precriuie are explained in detail, 
including information on the service provided by each program; the minimum 
equipment and facilities and minimum number of personnel required to run the 
program; how funds are raised for the maintenance of the program; how the 
community is organized to become involved; and how the community’s 
consciousness is raised by each program. 

Before the Survival Programs are presented, however, it is appropriate to 
present Huey P. Newton’s eloquent description of theprograms, taken from TO 
DIE FOR THE PEOPLE, Brother Huey’s first book of essays. 

... We recognized that in order to bring’ the people to the level of consciousness 
where they would seize the time, it would be necessary to serve their interests 
in survival by developing programs which would help them to meet their daily 
needs. For a long time we have had such programs not only for survival but for 


C 


- schoolchildren, we hale ihane programs, we thee healtht clinics ‘guite) 
provide free medical and dental services, we have programs for prisoners and 
their families, and we are opening clothing and shoe factories to provide for 
more of the needs of the community. Most recently we have begun a testing and 
research program on sickle-cell anemia, and we know that 98 percent of the 
victims of this disease are Black. To fail to combat this disease is to submit to 
genocide; to battle it is survival. | Gt ee 
‘‘All these programs satisfy the deep hoes of the community but they are not. i 
solutions to our problems. That is why we call them survival programs, meaning — 
survival pending revolution. We say that the survival program.of the Block's 
_ Panther Party is like the survival kit of a sailor stranded on a raft. It helps him to . 
sustain himself until he can get completely out of that situation. So the survival — 
programs are not answers or solutions, but they will help us to organize the 
| community around a true analysis and understanding of their situation. When | 
consciousness and understanding is raised to a high level then the con 
will seize the time and deliver themselves from the boot of their oppressors. 
‘All of our survival programsarefree. We have never charged the community a 
dime to receive the things they need from any of our programs and we will not 
do so. We will not get caught up in a lot of embarrassing questions or paperwork — 
which alienate the people. If they have a need we will serve their needs and = 
attempt to get them to understand the true reasons why they are in need in such 
an incredibly rich land. Survival programs will Abe be prarges without 
charge to those who need them and benefit by them.. 


Cbilaee rae Pree Food Program (rear), Pres: ‘Medical Réscareh f Health He i: . 
Clinics (left), and Intercommunal Youth Band (right) “1 tine 
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Geaion. of our people to be- adele 
epared to participate and survive in our highly 
hnological society. In order to begin to break 
, seemingly endless cycle of oppression, the 
BI ck Panther Party established the Youth 
institute. Our plan is to provide an example in the 


Children of the Intercommunal. 
_ Youth Institute learn to read 
tee They won't graduate from 
_ school illiterate, like many other 
unfortunate children in America. 


s “We, whoalready belong, ‘in mostsenses, to past 
’ generations are obliged, it seems, to transfer our 
heritage of knowledge to succeeding generations 
for their - survival. This is generally called 
education. However, it is not, I believe, our duty to 
_ impose our limited interpretation of this past on the 
- next pene Surely the future belongs to those 
_who will live it. 
¢ | “lt is in this spirit the Aicecoiiunial Youth 
Institute seeks to educate Black and poor youth. 
{| The Intercommunal Youth Institute’s primary task, 
then, i is not so much to transmit a received doctrine 


the ability and technical training that will make it 
|] possible for them to evaluate their heritage for 
themselves; to translate what is known into their 


SRI DEASDESESETIOR, get ERATE IE STEERER, ge SBE Se 
———— SS meee 


their own. 


unenlightened and racist educational institutions. 


_from past experience as to provide the young with - 


education of Black children; to guide our children 
toward becoming fully capable of analyzing the 
problems they will face and to develop creative 
solutions to deal with them. | 

Since 1971, the Institute has almost doubled in > 
its enrollment and has developed its program more 
fully. Today, the Institute includes over 100 youth 
‘from the ages of 2'2 to 11. They are children of. 
Black Panther Party members as well as children of 
people from throughout the greater Oakland 
community. Qur concentration is not only on 
providing basic skills and an analytical way of 
thinking, but we seek to transform the way in 
which the youth interrelate with each other. The 
young people at the school are regarded as 
developing human beings whose ideas and 
opinions are respected. Via the Youth Committee, 
the youth participate in a democratic fashion in 
planning many school activities. They may openly 
criticize the entire program of our school, using as 
their guide the basic principles of living and 
working together in harmony. _ 


EACH ONE TEACH ONE 


The instructors and the students have mutual 
love and respect for one another; both understand 
the need for the principle ‘‘each one help one; each 
one teach one.’’ They live, work and play together. 
Everything is done collectively in order to develop 
an understanding of solidarity and camaraderie ina 
practical way. Since education is an ongoing 24 | 
hour process, all of the parents of the youth work . 
very closely with the Institute. Parents are 
encouraged to give suggestions and make 
criticisms at the Institute’s weekly meetings both 
of which are essential to our progress. 
_ The academic program of the Institute covers a 
wide variety of subject matter. The following 
courses are taught: 


own experiences and thus discover more readily 


‘‘Black and poor youth in this country have been 
offered a blurred vision of the future through 


The Institute is the realization of a dream, then, to 
repair disabled minds and the disenfranchised 
lives of this country’s poor communities, to lay the 
foundations as to create an arena for the world 
without such suffering. Our aim is to provide the 
young of these communities with as much 
knowledge possible and to provide them with the 
ability to interpret that knowledge with under- 
standing. For we believe without knowledge there 
can be no real understanding and that under- 
standing is the key to liberation of all.”’ 


HUEY P. NEWTON 


re 


Math — The math Samaes are hhitended to develop : 


the concept of a set, introduce the number line, and 
to enable children to understand that measure- 
ments are a form of comparison or matching the 
object or quantity being measured. Mathematical 
formulas and concepts are being taught and put to 
test in various experiments such as cooking and a 
school store which the children have begun. 

Language Arts — The purpose of this class is to 


enable children to learn at an early age sounds, 


symbols, consonants, vowels and reading compre- 


hension. The children are taught to utilize their 
knowledge in reading such relevant material as 


newspapers, brochures, leaflets as well as 


textbooks. Our major concern is that the children. 


_ read, comprehend and retain. aia 
MATTER & ENERGY 


Science — The focus of the science classes i is to 


inform the children of the concepts of matter, 
energy and biology. Awareness of self is a crucial 
preliminary stage to the understanding of scientific 
principles and is a major area of learning within the 
science courses. The children learn to know the 
‘balance between man and nature as well as other 
scientific knowledge necessary to exist in a highly 
technological, scientific world. . 

People’s Art — The purpose of this class is to 
bring out the creative abilities of each student 
- through artistic expression. The history of art and 
_ painting, its relationship to Black and poor people 
and field trips are the focus of this course. 


Mexican-American history are included here 


‘classroom whereby cea ‘occurs th 


reality. Therefore the youth view things — 


Instructor at the Vouk Institute teaching students the. geography of. 


world politics. Learning about the Third World, particularly TLL is 
stressed in Political Sandee sad classes. 


be critical of the situation the cee is in, to fi 
an investigative attitude, to provide a framew 
for the comparison of different peoples. and tl 
politics. American history as well as Black 


WORLD A siaersntiactic tl 


observation and BEpOHOnts as well as same x : 


Gulch Farm at Tassajara, the San Francisco Le 
of Honors Museum, the de Young Museum in 


experience. 
A wide variety of methods are “utilized 


the hues analytical approach in all cables 
is one of understanding the many-sidedness « 
things as opposed to a one-sided or narrow vi 


practical, nonidealistic manner. Their u 
"eau Tews of the word will lead them 
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i second chis whieh is eftiphiastiod is that 
te to be able to transform oy ‘Situation or 


i ne the ark ate staff are all ne 
lege courses to gain their degrees and attain 
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_ Chuck Lawrence, former principal of an alternative 
ool in Beston and presently an attorney with the 
stigious Public Advocates office in San 
ncisco and Herb Kohl, author of the OPEN 
ASSROOM and 36 CHILDREN and_ the 
ector of the Center for Open Learning in 
eley. Several of the teachers from the Institute 
attended training sessions, workshops and 


1e initial funding for the Institute’ s first year at 
Sommunity Learning Center was provided by 


: Youth bie ek The Etre World Fund and the 


tics; Reading Writing; abil pomaed harried i 
ils. lahog a prone sik shoes the instructors can ie 


Biniel J. Berstein Poundadan Pacifi ic ce sls a ! 


fon Institute youth (above) have a 
daily exercise program. Below, 
DEBORAH WILIIAMS, | first 
- Institute graudate, at June, 
4 1974, graduation. 


The Institute also has launched a campaign to 


gain financial support for the students at the school 


through pledges to the ‘‘Each One Teach One’’ 
Tuition Association. Monies, donated at a monthly, 
quarterly, bi-annually or yearly basis are used to 
directly support the youth. (See the ‘‘Each One 
Teach One”’ Tuition Association form, page 12.) 
In addition to financial assistance, the Inter- 
communal Youth Institute is seeking much needed 
supplies such as playground equipment, new 
books, toys, clothes and general school supplies. 
People and businesses with access to school 
materials are asked to help by donating any of 
these supplies to the school. All donations are 


tax-deductable. 


EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES CORPORATION - 


CA Non-Profit Corporation) 618 East l4th Street Oakland, Califorma 94621 Phone (415) 562. 5261 
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Intercommunal 
Youth lastitute 
EACH ONE 
TEACH ONE 


TUITION, . oe 
ASSOCIATION 
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WE ARE LAUNCHING 
A CAMPAIGN TO GAIN 
FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR 
THE STUDENTS AT THE 


INTERCOMMUNAL YOUTH 
INSTITUTE THROUGH THE 


“EACH ONE TEACH ONE” 
TUITION ASSOCIATION. 


WE ARE ASKING YOU 
TO DONATE A NOMINAL 
AMOUNT PER YEAR. 


RA RARA RA 


' ALL MONIES ARE GOING 
FOR DIRECT SUPPORT OF 
THE CHILDREN. (ALL MONIES 


ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE.) 
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Please Make Checks or Money Orders Out To 


EDUCATONAL CPRORTUNITIES CORPORATION. 
CA Non-Profit’ Corporation) 
6118 East I4th Street Oakland Calitornia 94621 
Phone (415) 5¢2 526] 
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performances. 


COMMUNITY © 
LEARNING CENTER 


The Community Learning Center is a multi-pur- 
pose people’s institution providing progressive 
educational, cultural and social activities. Spon- 
sored by the Educational Opportunities Corpora- 
tion, a nonprofit (tax-exempt) association of 
civic-minded Bay Area residents, the Community 
Learning Center is located in the heart of the East 
Oakland Black community. 

Besides housing both the Intercommunal Youth 
Institute (see page 9) and the Son of Man Temple 
(see page 17), the CLC sponsors a number of 
after-school and evening programs which touch the 
lives of hundreds of East Oakland residents. These 
programs include a Cultural Arts Program which 
provides skilled instruction in Music, Dance and 
Drama, a Women’s Self-Defense class and an 
Adult Education Program. In addition, the CLC has 
been privileged to host a broad variety of 
community events—ranging from rallies to top- 
flight professional entertainment—as_ well as 
provide a meeting place for local grassroots 
political groups. | 

But, above all, the CLC is a community center for 
the youth, children of all ages, whose development 
as conscious and aware human beings fills the CLC 
staff with pride. : 


' 
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_ Intercommunal Youth Band (top) and students of Dance Program during 


CULTURAL ARTS PROGRAM—Musice: Creativ- 
ity, commitment and motivation have been the key 
elements responsible for the rapid progress of the 
Music Program. Since its inception, three 
performing units (the Combo, Trio and Intercom- 
munal Youth Band), comprised of children who had 
never before handled a musical instrument, have 
been formed. Performances are held each Sunday 
at the Son of Man Temple as well as at 
schools and at various community affairs in the Bay 


Area. 
Students at the Intercommunal Youth Institute 


are active participants in the Music Program and 


13, 


talented instructor; the Intercommunal Youth Band (above, right) has 

some skilled young musicians who really know how to ‘“‘get down’’; 

(below) noted jazz musician, CHARLES MOFFETT, gives pointers to 
students of the band. 


children from the public schools come to the 
after-school program with their own instruments 
for instruction. According to Charles Moffett, the 
well-known director of the program, who is the 
former Music Director for the city of Oakland and 
who once performed with the late John Coltrane, 
these children hold ‘‘first chair’’ positions in their 
public school orchestras. This indicates that their 
instruction at the Community Learning Center is 
very beneficial. fa 

This past spring, in fact, the Intercommunal 
Youth Band, won the first prize award in the 
FESTAC ’74 contest, earning themselves the 
opportunity to perform in the national contest in 
New York City this fall, and opening up the 
possibility of a trip to Lagos, Nigeria, for the 
international FESTAC ’75 contest. 

Dance: The Dance Program, directed by Jackie 
Buist, is divided into two sections. Children from 
ages 5 to 7 are taught the basics of African dance. 
African rhythms are taught with the use of 
tambourines, bells and drums. 

Children from ages 8 to 13 are _ taught 
Afro-Haitian dance, utilizing the Kathryn Dunheim 
technique. African, Cuban and Brazilian dances 
are taught and the youth will be expected to make 
up their own. dances once the basics are learned. 

Drama: Expression of Black people’s culture and 
lifestyles through drama is the essence of the 
Drama classes which Eugene Frazier instructs at 
the Community Learning Center. Drama which is 
concerned with realism in the community can 


foster community awareness and a heightened | 


level of consciousness. This program is open to - 
everyone over 12 years old. 

Children in this program are being taught basic 
theory, i.e., background in creative art’s historical 
developments of Black people’s culture, speech 
development, stage management and reading. 
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This theory will then be utilized and combined with 
actual live performances. : 

’ This course will afford children an outlet for free 
expression and will present entertainment with an 
educational content to the community. 

WOMEN’S SELF-DEFENSE CLASS: Tae Kwon 
Do, a form of Karate, is being taught at the 
Learning Center by Brother Luther Sucrease. 
‘Brother Sucrease holds a Black Belt in Karate and . 
is a member of the Wado-Kai Association which is 
a national body of practitioners of Wado-Kai. 

This class concerns itself with two aspects of 
self-defense. One is the mental: being able to 
understand the philosophy of determination, 
self-respect and discipline. The physical aspect 
involves numerous stretching exercises and 
instruction on proper breathing control and 
endurance. | ‘ 

ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAM: Every Tues- 
day and Thursday from 7 to 9 p.m., Maureen 
Knightly conducts classes for adults who wish to 
acquire a high school General Equivalency 
Diploma (GED). The Community Learning Center, 
in affiliation with the Oakland Board of Education, 
is offering courses to help people prepare for the 
necessary exam for this diploma. Courses include 
basic reading, writing and math. , 

It is anticipated that the Adult Education 
Program will be extended to include Consumer 
Education, Home Economics, courses for senior 
citizens and other courses that Black and poor 
residents desperately need. as 

Physically, the Community Learning Center is a 
large structure (a transformed Baptist church), 
-with an auditorium which seats 300, kitchen 
facilities for 250, and 25 classrooms and meeting 
rooms. A large parking lot in the rear of the facility 
can hold a capacity of over 100 cars. - 

_ The CLC is financed by community support, 
special fund-raising activities, individual contribu- 
tions and private foundation grants. 

_As examples of the types of fund-raising 
activities planned, both Oscar Brown, Jr., and Ms. 


Students in the Dance Program 
performing at the Community 
Learning Center (top). A Wom- 
en’s Self-Defense Class being 
conducted at the Center (mid- 
dle.). Two Young Intercommu- 
nal Youth Band members 
“blowing’’ during a _ concert 
(left). Explaining the importance 
of musical training to overall 
education, Band director 
Charles Moffett said that, for 
example, the study of half notes 
aids in the understanding of 
* fractions in mathematics, and 
that the concentration required 
in music helps in the study of all 
disciplines. 


Box 428, Sausalito, California 94965. 
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The Adult Education Program of the Community Learning Center 
provides many people with the opportunity to earn their high.school — 


diplomas. Classes are taught at night to give those who work during the 
_ day the opportunity to attend. 


Aminata Moseka (Abbey Lincoln) have performed 
at CLC benefits, providing the community with 
outstanding, quality entertainment and drawing 
much needed funds for the CLC programs.,Rentals 
for the CLC auditorium have produced such 
memorable rallies as the International Women’s 
Day event this past spring and a Justice For Tyrone 
Guyton rally (a 14-year-old Black youth killed by 
Emeryville police) in February. In conjunction with 
the CLC, Laney College sponsored a weekly Black - 
film series in the auditorium. 


COST 


Of course more financial support is always 
needed since the operational cost of the 
Intercommunal Youth Institute alone is approxi- 
mately $6,000 per month, totaling $72,000 per 
year. The approximate operating cost of the entire 
Community Learning Center is $100,000 per year. 

Community personnel are incorporated through- 
out the CLC, in the planning and implementation 
of its programs, as office personnel and as 
enthusiastic participants in the CLC programs. 


Adult Education Program gra- 
duation at the Community 
Learning Center, June, 1974. — 
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SON OF MAN TEMPLE 


~ 


STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 


We have always hoped that we could establish 
a place in our community where hundreds of ideas 
could grow and flourish, where people could feel 
free to say and do the things that seemed most 
natural to them. The Son of Man Temple was 
created for that purpose, to serve in humankind’s 
development. : 
However the place in which we come together. to 
express our humanity is not a church in the most 
traditional sense. We do not practice a religion; 
_ we are not Christian, Jewish, Buddhist, Hindu or 
Moslem. We do not honor one God or one 
Reverend. This does not mean that we negate any 
religion; we all have differing philosophies and. 
views of our world. We are all a part of everything 
and it is a part of each of us. 
Our belief is that every human being has the 
right to be free. We can all agree that we are not. 


Therefore, we come together to express our 


agreement on that belief: every Sunday at the Sonof 
Man Temple. It is a place where we can come to 
discover and learn. If we begin the week with this 
kind of unity and understanding we can carry, 


through each day, our concern, an enthusiastic 
feeling, about our survival and our freedom. 

The ways in which we express this agreement 
about our desire to break away from our common 
problem, oppression, may differ. Some of us might 
sing or dance about it, some of:us might play music 
about it or some of us might speak about various 
aspects of our problem. It does not matter what we 
do if it is done with sincerity and in our people’s 
interest. Our intent is not to simply talk or sing. We 
will, through various community programs in 
action at the Learning Center, which houses our 
Temple, create the means of solving the problems 
we face. . 

The Son of Man Temple must become known as 
a community forum, a place where the dreams of 
the people can become ideas, where ideas can 
become a practical reality, where that reality will 
lead us forward to freedom. 

Our purpose then is to come together. let our 
differences be minimized, let our similarities 
blossom. We want the belief that we should live, 
that our children should live, that our people 
should live, to be contagious. We want our belief in 
the beauty of life to spread to mbar Ny ie tc 
people everywhere. 


The Son of Man Temple is located in East Di huaia s Community 
Learning Center, 6118 E. 14th Street, which houses a wide variety of 
community programs. Sunday Temple Celebration Services feature 


messages by 


community activists 


and leaders. and_ top-flight 


entertainment by well-known performers. 


Box 428, Sausalito, California 94965 _ 


Let us use this place, this Temple to be happy 
‘together—not about our oppression—but happy 
because we recognize that we are oppressed and 
.have gotten together to throw off that oppression. 
_ The Son of Man Temple js dedicated to 
‘community survival in particular and to the 
development of humankind in general. It is: 

1) a Community Forum held every Sunday with a 
format covering historical and contemporary 
subject matters as they relate to the needs and 
desires of the community. The uniqueness of the 
forum includes invited guest speakers who deliver 


the key address/message. These speakers .come 


Dedication services, Son of Man 

Temple (extreme top); Malcolm 

X Birthday Celebration (center), 

and (above) Son of Man Temple 
Singers. 


colleges ad ‘aniveveliiees civic en, zati 
media, local associations and community reside nts — 
who would like to share their knowledge _and om, 
experiences. The program, called ‘‘celebr: fat: 
services,’’ for that in essence is what they : 
highlighted with the presentation of a guest 
(local and professional) who provides top- 
entertainment ranging from instrumental Wet 


_ programs in the interest of cooninentee ‘su 
Some of the programs that the Son of Man T: mple 
helped create or provide facilities for are: 


\ 


A. Auaiaieiahe or gathering hall ~ 
minimum of 100-150 seating capacity. | re 
B. Ability to accomodate a wide rang: H 
various forms of entertainment (i.e. bands, age e Pe 
groups, vocalists, fashion peenpes) ey at 


Eininent a ane information committe 
public address technicians. 


FUNDING 


slldeaved for general a use or specific programs | 
aga “the 


services, utilizing all types of resources, is ‘A 
eri of this group. | 


community business and other. fnuanelale sour acne 
is another means of eine revenue. The ti 


East 14th Sires, in the heart of East Oal 
California, on October 21, 1973. An array 
talented children, entertainers and noted co 
nity leaders participated in the ceremo 
atau be one excited mother as “a look into | 
‘future.’ 
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at weeks (August 21 to October 1, 1972) and 
details conclusively that the age of the victim does 
bear a definite relationship to the type of offense 
committed. Of the combined total of 249 victims of 
strongarm robbery and pursesnatching, 48% of the 
victims (118) were over the age of 50. During this 
same period, only 13% of complainants in armed 
robbery cases fell into the senior citizen category. 
The conclusion then, is that an elderly person is 
more likely to be physically attacked whereas the 
younger, more agile person, who is more able to 
defend his or herself, will more likely be the victim 
of an armed assault. The fact has also been 
established that 33% of all ‘‘crimes’’ committed in 
the city of Oakland are committed against senior — 
citizens. 

Funding for the SAFE program is particularly 
crucial to the program’s ability to serve the needs 
of the elderly. Presently the program functions at 
iii the beginning of each month, offering free 
; transportation and escort services to the residents 
of the Satellite Senior Homes, a residence complex 
fp exclusively for the elderly, located at 540-21st 
ire ke Street in Oakland. This is far from the goal. As the 

Senior waiting for the SAFE SAFE funding proposal outlines, ihe program’s 
program van to pull up to her development will be quite extensive: 

apartment. **1. To provide round-the-clock transportation 


SE NIORS AGAI N st Po Roa Cee cisiag: elderly cesiauts 


otherwise would have no means of transport...to do 


A. = fe A RFU Le | vital shopping, to keep medical appointments and 
+ other necessary committments... 


‘eZ 


ENV IRONMENT — fea baagecamiien unt mete 


‘3. Provide. assistance in moving household 


S A [ = | 7 furnishings within Alameda County at no cost to 
| ef Nel clme eh low-income persons... 
SAFE (S see Against a Fearful Environment), **4. Provide an escort for senior citizens as they 


walk to and from recreational, entertainment and 
social facilities and activities, in order to prevent 
assaults against, and robberies of, elderly persons. 


a nonprofit corporation, was begun by the Black 
_ Panther Party at the request of a group of senior 
hs citizens for the purpose of preventing muggings 
and attacks upon the elderly, particularly when ie 
they go out to cash their meager social security or “5. Encourage a vad of respect for, and 
pension checks. Prior to approaching the Black . concern about, the special needs of the elderly 
__ Panther Party, the seniors had gone to the Oakland through the presentation of educational programs 
_ Police Department to request protection. There the and the distribution of educational and scientific 


seniors were told, to their dismay and outrage, that materials...” 
5 The SAFE program also aims to unite Black and 


poor communities by actively recruiting and hiring 
‘a number of our youth to help implement these 
much needed services. Both drivers and escorts — 
will be recruited from among the young and 
unemployed in our community; a strategy which, at 

_the same time, will cut down the number of youth 
who would consider snatching a pocketbook just to 
get a little change. In addition, drivers and escorts 
will be given extensive training in their respective 
fields, with both groups receiving intensive safety 
and first aid instruction. 


= 


pie 


7 


program will also mean additional transportation, 
at least five vans with a seating capacity for 12 
persons each, plus the hiring of a full-time program 
director and assistants. All totaled, . the 
proposed annual budget for the SAFE program 
comes to slightly less than $200,000 ($195,530). 
Efforts to acquire funds for the SAFE program 
have not yet been successful. A formal proposal 
has been presented before Oakland Model Cities, a 
federally-funded poverty program, but that agency 
has made no commitment. A portion of Oakland’s 
$4.5: million in Revenue Sharing funds has been 
suggested for the SAFE program, but the city 


administrators have been typically mum. Complete 


and adequate funding for the SAFE program was, 


in fact, an integral part of the Seale-Brown 14 Point . 


Program to Rebuild Oakland in the 1973 campaign 
and, far from being abandoned, will be included i in 
initiatives and referendums. 


The SAFE funding proposal, like the program 
itself, is an argument for our protection instead of 
our abuse by public service agencies which 
_ “theoretically’’ function in our behalf. SAFE is a 
simple but basic program, designed to help and 
secure the lives of a very important, yet often 
forgotten, segment of our communities, the older 
people. It was established and structured to do 
many creative and worthwhile things that would 
benefit our elderly. The city of Oakland spends 
over 41% of the City Budget, close to $32 million, 
on public safety, _ $55,000 was wastefully spent on 


a new police helicopter; yet as one senior citizen | 


has put it, ‘‘They have a new helicopter flying 
around in the sky while we are being mugged on 
the ground.”’ 

SAFE cannot only provide invaluable social 


services, it can also practically aid in uniting our 


communities. The sacrifices and blood- “struggles of 
our old folk have sustained us in a thousand 


different ways. A fully developed SAFE program, 


by providing necessary comforts and peace of mind 
when our elderly have reached the twilight of their 


years, will tell them that their fight was not in vain. _ 


SENIOR 


POWER 


State, federal and local funding of the SAFE 


people by these muggings almost 
makes us prisoners 
homes.” 
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HEALTH CLINICS 


ae peicautle medical ea to guaran- . 
our future survival. We believe that mass | 
s th education and research programs must be : 


ih Point 6 of The Black Panther Party Program, 
~ March 29, 1972, Platform explains the reasons for 
institution of the People’s Free Medical 
search Health Clinics, which provide free 
ey treatment and preventative medical care’ 


: dical Research Health Clinics offer an alterna- 
te. this problem. 


Doctors treat patients for 
no non Ppiystcal ailpients and Tefer them to 


scheduled times during the week to see patients. 
Three attendants assist the doctors in screening © 


ound the Clinics conduct teat and and treating the patients. It is preferable that these 
arch for a cure for Sickle Cell Anemia. (See attendants be medical students who have a high 
Sickle Cell Anemia Research rapa degree of skill and interest in their work. Two 


> 23, for details: of this program.) laboratory technicians, who should also be medical 


students, do all laboratory analysis necessary. One 
receptionist-secretary registers patients, handles_ 
telephone queries about the Clinic’s services, and 
maintains a file of individual patient’s records. A 
driver is on hand to pick up or transport medical 
supplies and equipment. 

The People’s Free Medical Research Health 
Clinics depend heavily on community donations for 
maintenance of the health services. Volunteers 
solicit funds from individual businessmen, church- 
es and social clubs, as well as conduct door-to-door 
campaigns to seek funds. _ 

One technique employed for fund- -raising is to 
set up a community outreach program whereby 
mobile units go out into the community and 
conduct Sickle Cell» Anemia testing, give polio 
vaccinations, etc. Such programs accomplish a 
great deal in the way of demonstrating to the 
community how the Clinic is directly meeting the 
people’s health needs and will hopefully encourage 
them to make financial contributions. 

, Clinic staff must maintain face-to-face contact 
with key staff personnel at local hospitals. Doctors 
are persuaded to donate their services free of 


wy 


charge because they see that the Clinic is 
satisfying a need that hospitals fail to meet. 
Registered nurses and other medical employees 
may be asked to help organize the Clinic’s medical. 
supplies or set up a Child Health Care Program. 
The utilization of their services gets them involved. 


COMMUNITY ENCOURAGED Pe te 
The community at large is encouraged to help set 
up out-reach programs and establish contacts with 
key community leaders who may be helpful in 
allocating funds or equipment for the Clinic. 
The People’s Free Medical Research Health 


Clinics may be a lifesaver for people who cannot 


= SE 0 SD 0 SD 0 <0 SD () D> SD 0 SD 0 <0 SD SD 0 SD 0 SDs OO SD () D> 0 eo 


HELP FIGHT SICKLE CELL ANEMIA 
A DEADLY DISEASE 


YOUR DONATIONS ARE URGENTLY NEEDED 
TO FIND ACUREFORTHIS . 
DREADFUL KILLER 


MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO THE PEOPLE’S FREE MEDICAL RESEARCH HEALIH 
i CLINIC, 3236 ADELINE ST.., BERKELEY, CALIF. 94703, OR CALL (415) 653-2534. 


> 0D 0 ED 0 << 0 SD |) GD 6 SD 


afford the good quality health care that they 
deserve. | 
Through the operation of the program the 
community begins to see that it is possible to 
receive professional, competent and, above all, 
preventative, medical help without paying any 
‘money for it. The people also come to understand 
that as taxpayers they do not have to stand for the 
lackadaisical treatment given them by county 
hosptials and other public health facilities. 
Therefore, they begin to ask questions and to 
organize themselves to change existing health 
services so that they truly serve the people. 
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Lie Established ie the Black Panther Party in 1971 
to test and create a cure for Sickle Cell Anemia (a 
| adly blood disease which affects primarily Black 
mericans), the Sickle Cell Anemia Research 
undation informs ‘people about Sickle Cell 
nemia — and maintains a _ national advisory 
ommittee of doctors to research this crippling 


Beaton Funndation to date has tested nearly 
ie g lait the million people throughout the Ba in 


y ie Foundation fperdtel: a national ibadcue 
» Oakland, California, and local offices in 


each programs and telephones with one or 


VOLUNTEERS : 


EE istchy testing the community and 
ding the health background: information for 
eduable ghoul the dice ae to answer 
_ questions ‘intelligently and should pass out 
hures and pcrias whenever possible. 


e lines. In addition, one or more mobile units — 


Pp Me AY See NCO ET ene ie Pe Ay ty Wen Taps ce Wee Melee 
RADE han hae ee Te we lye Se Lek 
PRM ASE psi nes art cy AML A AIA BEN PYSRE BAN We TT" (a he oe WEES. 
7 ee A Low te 4 “ * 


Brother receiving finger prick 
Sickle Cell Anemia test. 


also provide the Foundation with liaision hospitals 
which conduct Sickle Cell research and which may 
rbe willing to donate some of their facilities and 
equipment free of charge to the Foundation. 

Two office personnel are responsible for 


‘handling the Foundation’s communications opera- 


tion. Office staff must be able to answer questions 
about Sickle Cell Anemia, basic questions relating 
to the disease. They must also organize and 
systemize the records of all persons tested in the 
out-reach programs, They will also need to be in 
constant contact with hospitals who prepare the 


test results in order to follow up with any 


individuals who may be found to have the disease 
or its side effects. 

Medical research and testing are expensive. 
While the Sickle Cell Anemia Research Foundation 


depends on the same basic fund-raising techniques 
employed by the People’s Free Medical Research — 


Health Clinics, it also writes proposals to private 
foundations in order to’obtain funds for the 
Foundation’s operations. By seeking funds from 
private foundations, the Foundation may secure 


several thousand dollars at a time. 
Involvement of community personnel is similar 


to that of the People’s Free Medical Research 
Health Clinics. Clinic staff must maintain 
face-to-face contact with key staff personnel at 
local hospitals. Doctors are persuaded to donate 


_ their services free of charge because they see that 


the Clinics are satisfying a need that hospitals fail to 
meet. Registered nurses and other medical 


employees may be asked to help organize the 


23 


Clinic’s medical supplies or set up a Child Health 
Care Program. The utilization of their services gets 
them involved. | | 

The community at large is encouraged to help set 
up out-reach programs and establish contacts with 


key community leaders who may be helpful in . 


allocating funds or equipment for the Clinics. 

Of the many advancements within the field of 
modern medicine which have taken place within 
the last 50 years, there has been one area of 
research and inquiry which has been severely 
neglected, namely, Sickle Cell Anemia. While the 
government has spent large amounts of funds and 
a great deal of time researching such fatal diseases 


as leukemia and cancer, it has shown little interest 
in Sickle Cell Anemia until the last two or three 
years. The Black community recognizes that little - 
research in Sickle Cell Anemia has been done 
because the disease primarily affects Black people. 

The Sickle Cell Anemia Research Foundation has 
raised the consciousness of the community by, first 
of all, giving it the basic facts about the disease, 
and second, by bringing to its attention the neglect 
the disease has received in medical research. The 
community has learned through the Foundation’s _ 
program that only the people themselves can 
organize and find solutions to the problems that — 
daily affect their survival. 


, 
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The Black Panther Party’s People’s Free 


tt ai | ud from 8 a.m. to5 p.m. ona Py on cinetgency 
valescent basis. The services cae by this 


. ale ment will vary with the size of the city to be 
iced, but at least three to four ambulances 
| Id be used in large metropolitan areas yee a 
zable Black community. | 


ff e or headquarters. Ina large eee dpelihs area 
o best to have an office located in each major 
are 0 ue the city. PAN with. two or more lines 


ith a ay volunteer staff, whose number will 
one city to city. However, at least two 


one Seni, peice sat hospital, ahd 


n panice Service provides free, seni oye 3 


gah ea He Vai ‘ e 


iatabe of illness. The latter is Sita; as it may save ie 


patient’s life. 


Once such information is obtained, the communi- 


_ cations staff must quickly transmit it to their roving 
‘ambulances. Again, the staff must pass on 


information accurately as the drivers are dependent 
on them. Drivers should be highly skilled and have 
chauffeur’s licenses if at all possible. They must be 
able to drive quickly but safely in life and death 
situations. 

Ambulance attendants in the People’s Free 
Ambulance Service complete extensive emergency 
medical technician training at colleges and technical 
institutes in their local areas, with the goal of 
becoming certified ambulance attendants. 

‘Several thousand dollars are needed to purchase 
and maintain the ambulances, non-emergency 
vehicles and other supplies needed for the People’s 
Free Ambulance Service. In one city where the 
program operates (Winston-Salem, North Carolina), 
a grant was received from the National Episcopal 
Church General Convention Special Program. 

Since this program serves the health needs of the 
community, doctors are contacted for. either financial 
contributions or advice on where to seek funds. 
Hospitals may be willing to donate some equipment 
and can be helpful in determining the cost and 
setting up the program. 

The massive funds needed for the maintenance of 
the program make it vital for procurement personnel 
to visit large business, health and_ church 
organizations to secure money and/or equipment. 
As is done in other Survival Programs of the Black 
Panther Party, fund-raising events such as concerts 
by popular entertainers can be organized. 

For those people whose loved ones have died or 
languished at home because of inadequate or 
expensive ambulance service, the People’s Free 
Ambulance Service meets one of the community’s 
real needs. By benefiting from such a needed service 
that is free of charge, the community begins to 
question why hospitals charge them such high fees. 
Community consciousness is raised about inade- 
quate health care in general, and the people, under 
the leadership of the staff. of the People’s Free 
Ambulance Service, begin to organize to correct 
these inadequacies. 


Peentats S CRE Mara bulonee Ser- 


vice, Winston-Salem, North 


Carolina. 


CHILDREN - 
PROGRAM 


_I. The Free Breakfast for School Children Program ‘ 


was the first Survival Program to be implemented 
by the Black Panther Party. Initiated in Oakland, 
_Calif., the Breakfast Program provided a free, hot, 
nutritionally balanced breakfast for any child who 
attended the program. By 1969, there were 
hundreds of breakfast programs throughout the 
country. A top government official was forced to 
admit: “‘The Panthers are e feeding more kids. than 
we are.”’ 
As was the purpose of the program many 
‘groups, individuals and organizations have taken 
the example and initiated programs of their own. 
Many- Panther Breakfast Programs have been 
completely taken over by such groups and are 
functioning on their own. Guidelines for setting up 
a program in your home or community follow: | 
SAMPLE MENU FOR ONE WEEK 


MONDAY 

Scrambled Eggs 

Grits 

Bacon 

Toast and Jelly 

Juice or Milk 

TUESDAY 

Hot Cakes 

Sausage 

Fresh Fruit 

Hot Chocolate 
WEDNESDAY 

Eggs 

Home Fries 

Ham 

Toast and Jam 

Milk or Juice 


THURSDAY 
French Toast 
Bacon 

Fresh Fruit 
Hot Chocolate 
FRIDAY 
Eggs 

Grits 

Bacon 

Toast and Jam 


Milk or Juice \ 


Il. The minimum requirements for facilities and 
equipment include a building capable of holding at 
least 50 people, such as a recreation center, 
church, or office building, and each facility must be 


26 


Mpied with kitchen eadipeentl Kitchen eq 


ment includes a stove with at least four bur 
and an oven, and an adequate amount of 
restaurant size pots, pans and serving utensils. 
the purpose of serving a large number of chil 
on a rotating basis with speed and efficiency bie 
must be an adequate amount of paper and plas 
eating utensils, such as paper cups, plates, an 
napkins; plastic knives, forks and spoons. 


The Free Breakfast for School — 
Children Program has given. 
many poor, hungry Black youth 
at least one nutritious meal. a 

ne aN Blade 
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minimum of 1,000 of each unit should be on hand to 


start a Free Breakfast Program in any large poverty 
‘stricken area. is | | 

The facility must be equipped with tables and 
-chairsto seat 50 children at one time, and also 
theremust be some room for seating children who 
may have to wait for a short while before eating. 


There should be ample space to hang or place. 


the children’s cloaks, coat hangers, etc. 

There must be ample waste disposal units on the 
premises. Usually two or three thirty gallon 
garbage pails will be sufficient for each day’s 
operation. Ample refrigeration and/or freezer 
space must be available for storing perishable 
foods. . | 

There must also be a reception table set up with 
a sign-in book in which accurate records may be 
kept of names, addresses, ages, etc. of the children 
who participate in the program. 

Ill. There should be a minimum of ten persons 


working on a breakfast program. Their duties . 


should be defined as follows: 


2—persons on traffic control helping the children 
across the streets 


1 — person doing the sign-in book operation, i.e. 
receptionist. 

1— person taking wraps (coats, hats) 

4—servers and table attendants 

2—cooks 


IV. Funds for operating a Free Breakfast 
Program can come from a variety of sources. They 
can come from local merchants in a surrounding 
community, from private donors, from founda- 
tions, from churches and other. 

Having the program operating out of a church 
has the advantage of a tax free status as a 
nonprofit organization. With the church receiving 
the donations on behalf of the Free Breakfast 
Program letters soliciting funds and goods may be 
mailed out. People working with the program may 
openly solicit donations from businesses in the 
community, giving those who donate a receipt so 


As aresult of the Black Panther Party s Free Breakfast Program, many 
public schools and other organizations have instituted similar programs, 
which are vital to our children’s health. 
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they can legaily claim their donation as a tax 
exemption. 

V. The best way to involve community people in 
the program is to let them know about the program 
and what the needs are. This may be done by 
contacting the parents of the children who come to 
the Breakfast Program. These parents may be 
asked to volunteer one day per week to work in the 
program or perhaps go out and help solicit funds or 
food for the program. There should also be 
community meetings held to explain the program 
and recruit volunteers. 

VI. Consciousness raising through the program 
will occur in the form of people participating in a 
program that they put together themselves to serve 
themselves in serving their children. 

People will come to understand a concept of 
getting those business people who do business in 
the community to give something back to the 
community and do so in a way that the business 
people can understand. 

The consciousness of the children will be raised 
in that they will see someone outside the structure 
of their own family working in their interest out of a 
motivation of love and concern. | 


Recerca 


; 
$ 


Free Breakfast for School Chil- 
dren Program, Chicago, Illinois. 


Many schools and restaurants 
volunteer the — use of their 
facilities for the Free Breakfast 


_ Program. 


The children are our fulidre® and 


it is our responsibility to see that 

they get the proper food and 

nourishment . to grow. into 
healthy adults. 


Pa Se 
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sunival by Aeveouiig programs which would asi 
Bc em to meet their any ‘heeds... All _ these 


they are not solutions to our problems. That is 
y we call them survival programs, meaning 


fet of the apes than can be serviced 
\ the ongoing auPPLy, The community " pro- 


aS es. catined fruits and. vegetables, ahiskeve. 
, potatoes, rice, bread, cereal, etc. A minimum 
if a week’s supply of food is included in each bag. 
f ithe Free Food Program requires a number of 


ther facility is required from which to distribute 
food on an ongoing basis. For the periodic mass 
{ di Se ae trucks or large vans are needed. 


Ob % ] or more ce will be needed for the 


o Huey P. Newton, leader and chief feoedaan of 
a8 aa Panther Party, says in explaining the 


‘Free Food Program, Palo Alto, 


California. 
the procurement of the food. Finally, an office or 
communications center must be set up from which 
to disseminate information about the program and 
to answer questions about its services. 
A minimum of six people is required to 
coordinate the Free Food Program. In order to 
cover as wide an area as possible, two people are 
responsible for the procurement of the food. The 
program depends almost entirely on donations of | 
grocery store owners and wholesale food dealers. 
Once a collective decision is made as to how many 
people the program will service on an ongoing 
basis and how many | will be serviced in the periodic 
mass distributions, procurement personnel will 
determine what food itmes must be purchased and 
in what quantity. They will need to visit as many 
grocery store managers/owners as_ possible, 
explain the purpose of the Free Food Program, 
and show the managers how their contributions 
‘ill benefit the overall survival of the community. 
Procurement personnel may wish to concentrate on 
getting one specific food item from an individual 
manager or they may choose to get many items in 
the greatest number possible. 
Two people must coordinate the transporting 
and storage of the food until such time as it is 
distributed. They will have to rely on community 
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help in securing trucks and other vans in which to 
transport the food, and warehouses or other 
buildings in which to store the food. Churches are 
often very willing to make space available for food 
storage and also for distribution of the food. 
Personnel working in this area of the program must 
visit a number of people in the community in order 
to secure the needed facilities and equipment for 
transportation and storage. | 

Publicity is key to the success of the program, 
both in its ongoing aspect and for the mass 
distributions. Two people are required to run an 
intensive publicity campaign. Flyers must be 
distributed. in large numbers throughout the 
community in a variety of places such as churches, 
schools and colleges, grocery stores, at sports 
events, etc. Posters should be placed in areas 
where a maximum number of people will see them. 
Radio advertising time, especially on Black-oriented 
stations, must be purchased. It may be possible to 
obtain this time free of charge by having such 
information advertised as part of the station’s 
public service announcements. Newspapers should 
be contacted about doing one or more articles on 
the program. Publicity personnel may wish to 
speak at various community meetings or at church 
services in order to explain the program. 

Even though most of the food may be secured 
free of charge, it will still be necessary to raise 


funds for printing of posters, flyers, radio adver- 


tisements, and any rental of facilities necessary. At 


4 


least one person must coordinate fund raising—as- 
sume the primary responsibility for determining 
how much money will be needed for operating 
expenses and allocating the money. _ Bike: 
A secretary must be available in the office to 
handle all requests for food and to answer the 
community’s questions concerning the program. 

The secretary must keep an accurate record of 
requests made in order that -the procurement 
personnel will have a clear idea as to how much 
food is needed by the particular community being 
serviced. 

- Funds are secured from grocery store owners/- 
managers and other businessmen; churches; social 
clubs such as fraternities or sororities; college or 
high school student organizations; and from 
on-the-street donation drives. The persons respon- 
sible for procurement of money must develop close 
contacts with all such organizations, with particular 
emphasis on community leaders who hopefully will — 
be able to convince the community at large of the 


- importance of the program. Once organizations 


decide that they wish to make financial contri- 
butioris to the program, they may develop a variety 
of ways in which they wish to raise the money such 
as a church bake sale or a student union dance. The 
persons handling fund raising should also make 
suggestions to the organizations on how they could 
raise money. : 
Community personnel become involved in the 
program through the organizing efforts of the Free 


If the White House was responsive to the needs of the people, Free Food 
Programs like this one in Chattanooga, Tennessee, would be 


unnecessary. 


a 
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re transportation; by sie thot to work 
as drivers of these vehicles; seeking ideas for 
ta fund raising from them and ae with them on 


| Be ettig the community to reat run the Free Food 
rerabrar: At first, people may doubt that it is 


i ‘possible for them to receive free food, but once 
atte see the Seriousness of the pinerers they will 


ong 3 Be the Ten Point Niro pri of the Black 
Panther Party states: ies want’ an end to the 


hee in the ridkoalouely high prices that we 
beat ete? 


must pay for food, which is necessary for our daily 
sustenance. That is why everyone in the 


ven Beoyesit these stores until ihe prices éanfdein 
Lat on community can afford to pay. Those 


Black and si people ibe 
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a tremendous need for the Black Panther 
eee Party’ S Free Food Program. 


The Black Student Alliance in the Bay Area, 
founded in May, 1972, grew out of a transitional 
period on the campuses across the country, during 
which the rhetoric and flamboyance of the Black 
student movement gave way to the need for more 
concrete work to meet the practical needs of the 
students. 

There had previously been calls for unity 
between the Black community and Black students, 
but there was still an alienation between the two as 
_well as a serious lack of communication and unity 
-among Black students themselves. 

With these conditions in mind, several Black 
Student Unions in the Bay Area pulled together to 
form the Black Student Alliance, with the goal of 


creating concrete programs on the campus that 


would unify the student body and Black students 
with the Black community. 

The programs devised fall under two broad 
categories—those necessary for the student’s basic 
survival and those required for a high quality of 


education. Survival programs include financial aid, 


child care, food, and transportation. Educational 
needs include relevant courses, progressive 
attitudes of instructors, field work, and books and 
supplies. 


In order to make Bay Area colleges better serve » 


and be more responsible to the surrounding poor 

and oppressed communities, the Black Student 
Alliance has instituted a program for free books 
and supplies; a free transportation program; child 
care services; a financial aid program; a food 
program serving good, nutritious food at reasona- 
ble prices; and the initiation of relevant courses 
along with the demand for better instructors. 

The Alliance has also become involved in and 
created numerous programs in the community such 


as Sickle Cell Anemia testing; tuberculosis testing; _ 
Free Health Clinics; the Senior Citizens Against a 


Fearful Environment (S.A.F.E.) Program of the 
Black Panther Party; a shoe factory; local election 
work. 

Funds for the Alliance’ Ss programs come 
primarily from the schools, student government, 
individual and organizational donations, and 
various fund raising benefits. | 

As the students and community work together to 
achieve community control of college boards, they 
can unite in’ demanding significant input and 
participation in the decision-making processes of 
the schools and at the same time make the schools 
more relevant to the community. 


I. What programs can unify. students? 
A. Needs of Black students for basic survival 
1. Financial aid : 
2. Child care 
3. Lunch or dinner 
4. Transportation 


B. Neos of atadent) in education; 
1. Relevant courses 
2. Attitudes of instructors 
3. Field work a 
4. Books & Supplies 
, C. Some programs enacted in the. Alliance ai 
1. The fight for financial aid : k 
2. The fight for child care is 
3. The fight for better food, chestdene pr 
4. The free transportation program 
5. Constant struggle for relevant courses | 
better instructors. Initiation of courses. _ 
6. Free books and supplies program, 
D. Ultimately making schools serve - and 
responsible to the. ‘surrounding poor 
oppressed communities. . Big ats) 
II. Unifying students with the comibiwitie eee 
A. A history of relationships between Hi 
students and the Black community. ob 
1. In the South, North and West . 
2. Difference between twiyenee colle 
four-year colleges, private and public — | 
B. Working in Survival Programs Jeevan 
1. Health Programs | | 
a. Sickle Cell Anemia ee 3 
b. T.B. testing 
c. Students working in ‘Free Health Clin 
2. S.A.F.E. Program | 
' 3. Shoe Factory oe ates . 
C. Working in local blest sus ae 
Ill. Strengthening programs ) 
A. Funds from the Bouedls, student governm 


control of neiphborhaad eae students 
the nearby community can unite i in deman 


Members of the Black Seinen 
Alliance at 3-day Survival Festi- i 

val they sponsored at Laney Be : 
College in Oakland. 
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mmunity entering the real estate market, buying 
land by direct purchase or often with borrowed 

money, and the leasing or on occasion, selling sites 

_ for development. Therefore, employing the 

Pnctact of the use and development of its land. 

owt The “‘landbanking”’ concept has traditionally 

_ been associated with the environmental movement 


- traditionally by-passed or run _ head-on _ into 
- contradiction with Black and poor urban commu- 
nities. The primary reason for this is that the 
a focus" of the environmental movement has been 
‘outside the inner-cities. The inner-city resident 
(due to the uncontrolled growth and over-develop- 
ment of the inner-city) must focus on much more 
immediate aspects of survival first, such as 
employment, housing, education (and facilities), 
: ‘food and clothing and other basic necessities. He 
has little time to contemplate the beauty or 
necessity of ‘‘open space’’ or more parks. Thus, 
the ghetto dweller of the inner city sees the 
environmental movement as a luxury he cannot 
afford. | 

__ Thus far attempts to find a practical approach to 


Piis 


. a common ground that Black and poor urban 


mployment, job development, a better environ- 
nt for the rearing of children, etc. 


mapidly ig be the aalenity in over-crowded, 


ae etc.) as a source, not ae of beauty, but of | 


n large as areas, Blacks and nihex minorities _ 


concept of ‘‘urban landbanking”’ suitable to the 
needs of the urban dweller? 

First, WHERE’S THE LAND? In a crowded 
inner-city, where does one find or create ‘‘open 
space’’? The immediate and most obvious answer 
is perhaps seldom considered or seen for its 
potential use—the blighted, unsightly vacant lots 
that dot our cities. These lots can be acquired from 
their absentee landlords and developed into much 
needed mini-parks, tot-lots, community gardens, 
cultural or recreation centers; also futuristically 
providing job development possibilities as well. 

HOW? * 


If the city government structures have given 


_ “open space”’ and parks development such a low 
- priority, and the urban dweller is locked in a bitter 


struggle of survival for the most basic necessities, | 
how can this be done? 

By the effective merger. of the environ- 
mental movement and the Black and poor of the 
inner-cities. : 

The expertise and technical skill of the 
environmentalists who have been implementing 
the landbanking concept so far and the community 
organizations, groups and individuals who wish to 
improve the quality of their lives can be ‘‘the 
number,’’ the winning combination in a struggle to 
not only preserve life but improve the environment 
in which all live. 

With this combination, the local structure can be 
used where advantageous, and where a hindrance, ~ 
simply bypassed. The local community at the 
grassroots level will be able to determine their 
desires and needs and see them fulfilled through 


such projects. 


FREE 
~ EMPLOYMENT 


PROGRAM 


A People’s Free Employment Program is 
obviously of no cost to the persons who make use of 
it. It is an especially needed service in the urban 
center where the Black and poor people seeking 
employment are usually shuttled from state office 
to state office, between miles of red tape, where 
too few jobs are available and those few are often 
meaningless and degrading. Usually, the only 


alternative is a private ‘‘employment agency”’ — 


which charges a basic rate to locate a job for a 
Person and, if a job is found, takes a 

*‘commission’’ or percentage of the person’ Ss salary 
for a period of time. 

A People’s Free Employment Program, then, is 

‘not only free, but must avoid the bureaucratic 
approach to people. It must reflect sincere 
involvement ia finding decent jobs for pedple. 

If these basic things are done, then any People’s 
Free Employment Program will have more 

_ ‘applicants’’ than it can handle. 
HOW TO SET UP THE PROGRAM: 

I. A central office facility is needed where 
employees and people who seek jobs can come or 
call. : 

II. A minimum, one person is needed to man the 
office, but more may be needed depending on the 


‘scale of the operation. A few volunteers, or 


part-time staff who go out into the community to 
‘look for job openings is essential. — 

Ill. Develop a Job Information Network: 

(Note: It is important to find out as much as you 
can about the JOB, the potential employer, etc. 
before you give someone information about the ne 
possibility.) 

A. THE USUAL CHANNELS—obtain | listings 
from state, local government agencies as well as 
school districts. These places regularly list — 
through public bulletins — jobs and job 
opportunities available. 

B. Newspaper Ads — check Ee Wapare! ads for 
jobs available. : . 

C. PRIVATE BUSINESS — call local factories, 
businesses, etc., to inquire about immediate AND 
FUTURE job opportunities. Keep in contact 
with these people and build a relationship, where 
possible. ; 

D. THE “GRAPEVINE” — last, but very 
important. Friends, neighbors, friends of friends, 

anybody can know about a job opening. This is 


an important source that should not be overlooked. 


Be ag 


Black Heb fill the lines of the- 
unemployed. 


When you have accumulated any amount 0 
information about job opportunities or possibil 


about each job; these files must be constant i 
updated. ~ teeth oe 
IV. The Importance of “Keeping i in Touch” ee oe 


unable to Hen a person on the spot, you m: 
‘*find’’ something of interest to him/ her later. S t 
up a file of everyone who comes to you for help wi 
information about their skills and interests (yor 
may find a job- -training Pee | 


living. (Co eHRinenE and big business have failed be 
give this right, failed to let us live as human 
_ beings. Based on this philosophy, a People’ S Fr 
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fies “THE BLACK PANTHER is the official organ of 


the Black Panther Party. It is a tabloid size 


; newspaper that has published regularly every week 
since April 25, 1967.It is copyrighted by Huey P. 


ag Newton, currently 24 pages and is distributed 
- xe eee 


oon “aa ihren the country, news and 


“5 ie news analysis of the Black and other oppressed © 


communities in the U.S.A., in Africa and around 
: the world, theoretical writings of Party ideologists 


ia the liberation of humankind from oppression of any © 


kind. : 
_ ‘THE BLACK PANTHER also provides service 
and survival information of every variety, such as 
tae guides including addresses and telephone numbers 
for city services as well as free services available. 

oy page. first issue of THE BLACK PANTHER, and 


i ate pueilae? The ret ibae ae concerned 
the murder of a Black youth in the Richmond, 


_ At present THE BLACK PANTHER is produced 
at the headquarters of the Black Panther Party at 
8501 E. 14th Street, Oakland, California, 94621. 
‘Minimum equipment includes general office 
‘machines, a photo-offset Compugraphic typesetting 
ages layout equipment, photographic equip- 
_ ment, including a half-tone camera and addresso- 
_ graph equipment. 

o The core of the staff of THE BLACK PANTHER 


He of several assigned duties within the Party. 
_ The staff includes non-Party members who 
contribute their time and skills to the production of 
the paper. 


Be Editorial, including reporting, writing, editing and 


and design; Photo, including photo reporters and 
ae photo production, and Distribution. ! 

oe NO PAID ADS 

THE BLACK PANTHER does not accept paid 


funds. Ads that appear in THE BLACK PANTHER 
are in recognition of regular contributions of goods 
_or services to the survival programs of the Black 
Panther Party and the community. 

_ Funds are accumulated through direct sales on 
e streets in the community, the sale of the paper 
‘community shops, shopping malls, barber 


ee The staff of 25 consists of four sections: 


_ proofreading; Layout, including typesetting, art 


advertising or classified ads. It depends on sales, ‘ 
subscriptions _ and contributions for operating 


THE BLACK PANTHER 
~ INTERCOMMUNAL NEWS SERVICE 


THE BLACK PANTHER is 
widely read by those who seek to 
get factual, in-depth reporting 
on major news events of theday. 


shops, bars and other centers where the people of 
the community gather and, in dispensing machines 
containing THE BLACK PANTHER at highly 
travelled locations throughout the community. 
Throughout the country each Chapter of the 
Party distributes THE BLACK PANTHER in 
accordance with the needs and possibilities of its 
community. The paper is also sold by progressive 
and other bookshops, through a direct relationship 
with Central Distribution in Oakland, in those cities 
that may not have a Chapter of the Party. _ 
Members of the community are involved in the 
weekly production of the paper in. different 
capacities on a volunteer basis, including office 
work, reporting, photo taking, writing articles and 


. distribution. In addition, both individuals and other 


community organizations are involved through the 
submission of information concerning their work in 
the community toward the objectives of survival 


and liberation. ; 


THE BLACK PANTHER is one of the chief too!s 
_ of consciousness raising of the Black Panther 
Party. 

1. The publishing of news and hirekiandon from 
the Black and oppressed communities that is 
generally ignored by the establishment press, 
exposes the true nature of that media as a tool of 
those responsible for the oppression. | 


2. The truthful presentation of news and 
information about Black and: oppressed peoples - 


which is distorted and misrepresented blatantly in 
the establishment press exposes the failure of that 
press and media to report honestly or fully on 
matters concerning Black and oppressed peoples. 
3. The consistent reporting of all news and 
information from the point of view of the interests 
of Black people, workers, oppressed peoples, youth 
and the aged, provides readers with a built-in 
‘interpretation of the news that is in their interests 
‘and consequently raises their understanding of the 
nature and condition of our society. 

THE BLACK PANTHER encourages individuals 
_in the community to report to the newspaper either 
in person or by letter individual acts of repression, 
police brutality, or injustice. The paper acts as an 
important source of work for the Legal Aid survival 
program of the Party, resulting in the involvement 


of the individual or individuals in the ie Spr alin 


. of their defense. 


Members of the community, particularly small 


businesses, are involved through their stocking of 
the paper at their place of business. Youngsters in 
the community are involved in the street sales of 
the paper as a source of pocket money for them. 
_ 4, Consistent coverage of liberation news from 
Africa, Latin America, southeast Asia from the 
_ point of view of the struggle of the masses of the 
people against U.S. and Western imperialism 
increases the understanding of the reader of their 
oneness with the oppressed of the world and 
strengthens the reader’s resolve to intensify his 
efforts toward freedom. 


5. Interpretives and analyses of sports and 


entertainment news and events from the point of 
view of liberation, the effects of racism, big 


business and the corruption of people’s culture, — 


increases the understanding of the reader of the 
nature of our society. 


WRITING GUIDELINES TO 
EDITORIAL STAFF OF 
THE BLACK PANTHER 


‘I. NEWS 


News is NOW information. A newspaper’ s. 


primary job is to provide its readers with NOW 
information. For The Black Panther Intercommunal 


News Service (BPINS), NOW information means — 


information affecting the lives of Black and poor 
oppressed | peoples. For the BPINS, NOW 
information covers the period (week) between 
deadlines. 


86 


BPINS photographer selecting 
Ae shots from.a proof sheet. 


NOW information consists of: 
1. Facts about a SEBERIES or series. of 
happenings. f 
2. The source of those facts. us 
3. Direct quotes or other verification o of the facts is 
when possible. 
Il. THE NEWS ARTICLE (STORY) i 
The news article’s PRIMARY purpose is. fav i 
inform. Its secondary purpose is to interpret that — 
information. The BPINS news article informs and — | 
interprets events affecting the lives of Black and ai 
other oppressed peoples. Ege 
A news article consists of: 
1. NOW information. i 
2. Background information—related facts earl 
ier in time. at 
3. Interpretation - There are two ways to h 
interpret events in a news article: 1) By the 
choice of and relative importance given to the 
facts (implicit interpretation); and, 2) Clearly ‘ 
_ stated interpretation (explicit interpretation). _ i 
The BPINS news article always contains ae oui 
People’s/Party interpretation of the happening or ae i) 
event reported, both implicit and explicit. ne 
Ill. WRITING THE NEWS ARTICLE. 
News writing must ABOVE ALL ELSE be clear ; 
and precise. Always, the language used must be > 
easy to read and uncomplicated. SHORT : 


@/Ben’s Community 
Printing Service — 


SPECIALIZING IN SINGLE AND 


MULTICOLOR LITHOGRAPHY FOR YOUR : a | 


“*BROCHURES *LETTER HEADS *NCR FORMS. 
*POSTERS © *MANUALS *BOOKLETS | 
eFLYERS. * MAILERS *LABELS 


“BUMPER STICKERS 
- OTHER SERVICES INCLUDE : 


*FOLDING®SCORING *PADDING — set Ch 

PERFORATING *TYPESETTING AND PASTEUPS — 
8501 EAST 14TH STREET 
OAKLAND, CALIF. 946 21 


~ * (415)638-0195 
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__ is of primary importance for the BPINS. 
he i ‘Forge simple words that even the children? 
can understand; 
Words which will enter every house 
Like the wind) | : 
and fall like red hot embers 
On our people’ s souls.” 


_ (Jose Rebelo — -FRELIMO) 
_A news article moves from the specific to the 


_ from the statement of we sa to te explicit 
: interpretation. 


_ The WHAT, WHO, WHERE, WHEN, and WHY 
i 6 W’s) of the events reported should be answered 
in vad first paragraph of Pin. article. Whenever 


| poeiry, noel 3 


history, 
jar ey atin 


a eset 


; 
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3 4 SENTENCES ARE THE BEST SENTENCES. This : 


c general; from the important to the less important; | 


africa black hisioy tse 


penny f lc 


ae Sila 
political science, ee ae 
anthat /e8, SCLeNCEe sf lion, 


rie erieés, Secul Tel seta yee 


MeriCa ; We 
Ps sails | 
O(may- 


liesm, 


a iddean, cir re oe 


guage 2 : Suc 

oO Ue sate . A 
folitte 4 records. 
write rie for mu order brocure 


BOOKS & RECORDS 
2545, Broadway Q5-96 Sts.), New York, NY. 10028 * (212) 663:5340 


possible these questions should be answered in the 


‘first two sentences. Elaboration of the answers to 
the 5W’s and the interpretation follows, making up| 


the body of the article. _ 
The source of information contained in a news 


story must always and early be stated in the 


article. There are several possible sources: 
1. The reporter on the scene 
2. BPINS sources 
3. Official spokesman or official 
announcements. 
4. Witnesses to the event 
5. Other media reports 
6. ‘‘Sources”’ 
IV. EDITORIAL WRITING 
Editorial writing’s PRIMARY purpose is to 
present a point of view on a happening or 
circumstance. The BPINS editorial writing is 
ALWAYS in line with the Black Panther Party’s 
fundamental position of ‘‘Service to the People,”’ 
‘All Power To The People.’’ 
Editorial writing appears in the following forms 


- in the paper: 


1. The editorial 

2. The columns 

3. Special articles by Party members 

4. Review of books, films or other 
cultural presentations 

5. Cartoons 


In the BPINS, our editorial position is always 
reflected in every article, feature or column in the 
paper, with the possible exception of Letters to the 
Editor, signed commmentary we print in order to 
refute and ‘‘ads.”’ 


pilin” 
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@ ORDER BLANK @ 


NAME ADDRESS Ds) ee 

CITY STATE&ZIP | ; ee 

i have enclosed $ for package[s| z eran 

Send checks or yore orders to: Central eembunen 8501 E.14th Street, Oakland Ca. 246215 baits. 
-Y. THE FEATURE ARTICLE The primary purpose of photo and cn dort is 5 i 


Feature articles are general information articles 
meant to inform, educate and/or entertain. For the 
BPINS, feature articles primarily educate (and we 


hope entertain) the reader in line with the program . 


of the Black Panther Party. 
Feature articles differ basically from news 
articles in two ways: 
1. The NOW factor is secondary to the subject 
2. The method of presentation is freer 
However, the clarity and consciousness of the 
news article must. also characterize the feature 
article. 
VI. PHOTO AND ART WORK 


—6388 


12 Original, All-Purpose | 
Stationery ards | 
ByEMORY IN COLOR $1.50ABOX | 


capture the attention of the reader and heighten — 
the interest, curiosity and entertainment of the . 
reader. 

Art work includes: ‘ga (of pages, ads, oie) 
section headings, copy dividers and miscellaneous r 
art bits or fun features. ie 
Vil. FUN FEATURES } 2 a 

Fun Features are weekly items meant primarily 5 ae 
to entertain the reader. BPINS fun features must — sy 
educate as well as entertain the reader. a 

Fun features include puzzles, comic strips, word - vie 
games, crosswords, etc. The entire staff must give — 
thought to creative ideas for fun features especially. 
suited to the aims and objectives of the BPINS. _ 
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‘/PERSONALITY POSTER PACKAGE 


SERIES #1 
$3 OOrve: Package 


INCLUDES ALL 5 POSTERS| 


$1.00 coe 


Outside California: 


$3.90 Per Package 
$1.25 Each 


HUEYP.NEWTON =~ ~BOBBYSEALE 


MARTIN LUTHER KING,JR. GEORGEJACKSON == ~~ MALCOLMX 


ORDER BLANK ROSS eSeRA Ghose SR soatunensuenecescsonsveresesenssocdceoneseesnsedensoesansocenososeososbosossosonecenecsceonsee$® 
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Check box for individual poster wanted 


a CIHUEY P. NEWTON | []GEORGE JACKSON 
: IN LUTHER. KING, JR. 
[JBOBBY SEALE > SMART RRQ Hee LIMALCOLM X 


| have enclosed $ for:  Package(s) Individual Poster(s) 
Make checks or money orders payble to: 


CENTRAL DISTRIBUTION 8501 E. 14th Street Oakland, Calif. 94621 


x 428, Sausalito, California 94965 . Si | ; 
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The People’s Cooperative Housing Program is 
designed to provide decent, quality housing for 


low-income community residents. Federal and 


local government aid is certainly a requirement in 


order to implement this program, and, in many 


cases, strong community agitation and organizing 
will be needed to press city officials to fulfill their 
legal obligations. 


The prime example for the implementation of a 


People’s Cooperative Housing Program is the case 
of the City Center Replacement Housing Program 
in the city of Oakland. Insofar as many factors— 
legal obligation, local government reluctance, 
urban renewal — came into play in the initial 
history of this program and insofar as_ these 
variables are common in many large metropolitan 
urban areas, a background on the struggle to force 
the city of Oakland to adopt a program of this type 
follows. 


For the past decade, the city of Oakland sought 
to construct a large City Center project in the heart 
of the downtown business district. A combination 
of business offices, small shops, department stores 
and the like, the project, together with the 
construction of interconnecting highways, would 
be a major endeavor for the city and was theorized 
to provide a substantial uplift for local business. 


Making its initial headway in the fall of 1972, the 
construction of the City Center project demanded 
the tearing down of approximately 15 blocks of the 
downtown area, forcing the residents to relocate. 

However, a little-used section of the Federal 
Housing Act of 1949, requires the construction of 


decent, quality replacement housing for urban 


renewal projects in those instances when there is 
not an adequate supply of low-income housing 
throughout the city. Specifically, federal law 


demands that replacement housing be constructed 


when the city-wide vacancy rate is less than five 
per cent. 

On May 23, 1973, attorneys for the Black 
Panther Party and the East te Legislative Council 


40. 


_tive Housing Programs should certainly enlist 1 
aid of a lawyer or other persons familiar with 


per cent vacancy me and tharefare was legall 
obligated to provide replacement housing in ord 
to proceed with the City pica ene 


finally took action. In the intervening ee = 
city asked the federal government to release th 


September, 1973, the City Council sent. | 
citizen’s committee proposal to ‘workshop Ss 
sions’’ hoping to kill or stall their recommendati 
there. 


cic Center ple for years, the city of On 
tookaction. . i 


$600,000 annually. 

Another unique feature of the sahage is that 
nonprofit corporation, wholly controlled by co: 
munity groups, will retain collective ownership 
policy-making control over the entire housin 
complex. Rentals will not exceed 25 per cent of th 
monthly income of the tenants and a Tenants Unio: 
will be established that will be open to mena 
for all tenants. i 

People interested in initiating Phoploy s Gouge 


and federal housing laws. Community organizi 
will also certainly be necessary, in view of 1 
reluctance of city officials to implement these. lg 
in the people’ s interest. ie 
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j he profound - effects it has had on their 
(Solange 


| "We have developed a functional, comprehensive 
aig ee is divided into two icone eed oe 


o rand a half years). Along with the Infant 
wulization Program it was necessary to create 
own Developmental Schedule. This would give 
; an accurate evaluation of the child to use as a 
ide to cultivate the child’s developmental needs. 


DEVELOPMENTAL SCHEDULE 


del to Pletermine in what areas development 
yuld be advanced, then an intensive, stimuli- 


of ! 


by , Sausalito, California 94965 
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The second category i is Sensorimotor Develop- 


ment which focuses on developing skills in:: 


knowledge of body parts and the interrelation 
between them, space and direction, body move- 
ment, rhythm and primary skills. 

The Uevemprent pi venie includes: 


‘I. Motor Skills 


a. gross (such as: sitting up, crawling, clapping 


hands) 


b. fine (such as: picking up small objects with 


thumb and forefinger, feeding oneself, changing 
toys from one hand to the other) 


Il. Adoptive—Problem solving — 


a. ability to discriminate: his bottle, farniliar 
faces, missing objects 
b. make connections between similar objects 


Ill. Verbalization 
a. chuckles, coos | 
b. vocal and social response 


c. one and polysyllable words 


IV. Self-Awareness and Responsiveness 
a. aware of strange situations 
b. smiles at mirror image 
c. responds to own name 


These are just a few of the examples included in 
the four areas of development. 


» 


SENSORIMOTOR SKILLS /CURRICULUM 


GROUP I 
While the children are in this group it will be 


a transition period for them instead of following. 


a set lessons plan. They will continue with their 


Child Development Center, Rich- 


mond, California. 
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GROUP IV _- iss Ti30 Soroslareicoaee nora een tok. tl caver DeOeT 


seh ye ss 
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individualized stimulization program while ad- Their program n will be poniietent with, at 
justing to the Toddlers Schedule and activities. I of the Intercommunal Youth Institute’ Ss Curric 
When they have adapted to their new environment Tum. With the major emphasis: on: 
and are comfortable in it they will move on to | 
Group Il. Me : 1 Primary air 
GROUP II : A. haouae habe 
5 ee 1. sound and sight recognition of the letters ( 
I. Sensorimotor Skills } , their name | 
A. Learning Body Parts | : ages recognition of common ‘shapes: line, circle 
_ 1. parts of the face triangles,squares ; 
2. appendages: legs, feet, mae arms, hands, ; 3. ability to draw some of thane shaven 
fingers 4. recognition of common household and far 
B. Space and Direction animals and plants == | 
1. up and down ) ; 5. recognition of basic colors in the prima 
- 2. here and there : group ; 
3. symmetrical activities, left and right | B. Math Soe 
C. Basic Body Movement | 1. learn to count from 1-10 | 
1. Eye and Hand Coordination . 2. recognition of numbers 1-10 i 
a. learning to make designs using a variety of 3. learning basic denominations of money — | 
media such as: pencils, chalk, pastes, watercolor, II. Physical Education 
fingerpaint, molding clay A.-Games will be devised which: 
2. Eye and Foot coordination. _ |. promote cooperation ameng comrades. iy § 
a. learning to walk in given directions | 2. improve agility and finger dexterity. 


/ 


b. exercises in balance control \ 3. teach recognition of basic directions: _ ae 


D. Rhythm backward, forward, ete. 
1. Basic Locomotor Movement (done to qineley Ill. Political Hdacauon a Pah 
a. walking fastand slow : A. persona! hygiene and how it relates to stay ir 
b. taking smallandlarge steps — well | | ‘ 
ec. marching IV. Political Education 3 
d. jumping and hopping ue ‘V. On Practice 
E. Fine Muscle Development A. use of the telephovie: dialing and speaking ve 
1. Hand Dexterity and Muscle Conteok ie B. care of clothing | 
a. individual finger strength C. cleaning after play and work 
b. finger coordination ; D. grocery shopping - ‘ 
| EP ee E. table setting 
A '  F. making beds 
GROUP Ill : VI. Vocalization | | 
| A. phonics Ung Ships Wiens tm Baas 
1 Sensorimotor Skills 1. eld by sound and sight i 
A. Learning the Interrelation ‘bebiced Body 
Parts : Toddlers’ Schedule and Grouping: ih 
as Pao ame TBO sscstegeuieoter csc serngetiots bstibeeessssoe- Bk oat 
; 8:15-9:90 sss Bathed, dressed, hair combed | 


1. eye and hand coordination 
2. eye and foot coordination 
D. Symmetrical Activities 
E..Rhythm 
1. basic locomotor movement 


F. Fine Muscle Development 
Il. People’s Health 


9:30-10: OP errr pas nukee wesconseesPOtty time 
9:30-9:40.....secccccrneseecceeeeeccesereseseeeeeesGrOUp LT 
9:40-9:50......cosscscasscpecsscrescensccenseesesesGroup | 
10:15-11: 00ceenereeene CASS Groups II and 
| Outside Grou p 


A. Personal hygiene | is 11: 115. 11: Wy). pads time Ghee TT eet ] 

1. washing hands / 11:30-12: 100.52 cciavissicesegiccdesanntdcsabteyethent UE 

a: bathing themselves 12:00-12:15......... eaeonen ne Y time. All Grow 
3. brushing their teeth ; 12:30-1:30.......00.cssececedseccoostoonsvssecg Nap time 
Ill. Political Education : ; 1:45-2:00.........2ceeeeeeeeesPotty time All Gro 
IV. On Practice be - -2:00-2:30........eeeceee -sesoesss Sensorimotor acti 


A. Learning about their clothing and shoes, DAS SOO eeelis ca edges ine ueteeecawes he OUENG 
how to take them off and put them on 3:00-4: Haallesifts sms emcee lea 


B. Cleaning up after play and work 5300-5: B00. Ni aa a aera ee ae 
i Piet, ante tena 5:45-6:00.........200000002-e--Potty time All Gro 


\ 


6:15-7:15......Free time and Getting ready for | 
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FREE SHOE. - 
~ PROGRAM 


rep ‘The average cost of a decent pair of shoes now 

a ranges between $30-$50, with the ability to last from 
three to six months. To provide shoes for a family of 
four could cost in the neighborhood of $400 annually. 

_. Thus, the need is seen for an oat Ni? to these 
one, outrageous prices. 

The People’s Free Shoe Program has a two-fold 

_ purpose: One, to take care of a basic human need 
and two, to organize people to expand the program 
oo pee they can have more control of their lives. 
_. In starting the Free Shoe Program one should 
ae acquire some amount of storage space and a small 
_ office. The program can start out with just a few 
people doing the main thrust of the work. At this 
point it is very important to concentrate the work on 
_ becoming a nonprofit corporation. By having this 
__ honprofit status, one can begin going to factories, 

_ wholesalers and retailers for donations of excess 
shoes. 
What happens is this: factories sometimes 
produce too many shoes of a certain type and have 
_ them in storage. As a nonprofit corporation, one can 
a Jen these factories for donations which they 
can write off as a charitable contribution on their 
; - income tax. The factory gets a tax deduction and the 
_ Free Shoe Program gets some shoes. 
- It is also very necessary, in the formative stages of 
np the” Free Shoe Program, to send out letters to 
corporations and smaller retail firms, keeping files 
on who will donate and how often. You should try 
_ and make as many personal visits as possible and to 


i ie come in. 

A group of people should be put together to 
_ distribute the shoes. They will have to learn 
_ measuring and have foot measurers which can be 
acquired by donations from retail stores. At this 


es scale to introduce the program to the community. 
_ As the program grows and develops, it will be 
“seen that the donations for the large part will be 


keep a very consistant program going. 
Thus, having already organized a small group of 
ons _ people to work on the program, the next step is to 
Cl aame a People’s Shoe Factory.) 

One of the first things to involve people in is 
Vidiiag to foundations for initial funds to work with. 
_ . The factory can be a benefit for brothers just getting 
as _ out of prison who have been manufacturing shoes 

Bs _ while incarcerated. They can be hired immediately 
_ by the factory, possibly giving some a chance for 
_ early parole. (When you write to foundations this is 
_ an important aspect to emphasize.) 


follow up the visits with letters as the shoes begin to — 


_ point information should be distributed on a large’ 


é lower quality shoes and there won’t be enough to- 


of) teninatlant emia Dinca Rialto my 


¢ 


* salaries. 


shoes 


New and _ stylish are 
provided by the Black Panther 
Party’s Free Shoe Program. — 


The cost of running a shoe factory can be very 
high. Whatever funds are received should be spent 
wisely on the factory and not on administrative 
While some people are writing to 
foundations, other volunteers should be looking at 
the prices of leather from nearby tanneries or 
those outside the country. They should also be 


visiting other shoe factories to understand some of 


the basic formats of a shoe factory and what 
modifications will have to be made, to start the 
People’s Shoe Factory. 

Another person should be responsible for fi silts 
someone who is very good in the lasting (sewing) 
operation and someone familiar with buttons. You 


should also seek people working in a shoe factory 


that can donate some of their time or become 
employees of the People’s Factory for at least the 
first few months to work a lot of kinks out of the 
system. Quite a few people with these skills have 
been layed off. Also you should find someone 
familiar with the maintenance of the shoe 


‘machinery. Then, another volunteer should begin 
finding people interested in designing shoes and 


begin organizing them as the designing department 
of the factory. It would be good to get some 


podiatrists and podiatric students involved i in this 


department. 


Still other volunteers should be looking into the - 
best spots to locate the factory. There will be many 


vacant spots within the heart of the city to house the 
factory. It should have at least 4,500 square feet of 
room for efficiency and safety. These people should 
also price machinery needed, which can run as high 
as $12-13,000 used and $50,000 to $65,000 new. 
Good areas to keep tabs on are St. Louis, Los 
Angeles and Boston. Boston alone has had over 60 
shoe factories move out in the past 11 years leaving a 
great number of machines stored there which can be 
bought for dirt cheap prices. 


Children need good shoes. 
As things begin to fall in place, a group of people 
should be organized to keep all files straight. To 


keep the financial books straight you may be able to | 


get an accountant to volunteer his time or some 
accounting students. You can also send someone to 
school for accounting. Also law students and lawyers 
play a very important role in dealing with city 
ordinances in regards to industry, such as’ zoning 


regulations. Also they will have to make sure the _ 


factory complies with federal regulations of the 
Occupational Health and Safety Act such as noise, 
heat, exposure to chemicals, etc. 

The People’s Shoe Factory should meet and 
surpass these standards anyway, regardless of the 
federal regulations, simply because it’s a factory 
serving the community’s interests, not profit. 
Therefore, extra time should be spent in the 
designing of the factory. There are architecture 


students, people who know plumbing and other — 
people with various skills who can be pulled together — 


to make the factory conducive to working. (For more 
advice on these questions, write to: Urban Planning 


Aid, Inc., 639 Massachusetts Ave., Cambridge, 


Mass. 02139; 617-661-9220.) 

Once the factory is ready for production, you can 
start the purchase of leather for the upper part of the 
shoe, leather for inner and outer soles, glues and 
extra machine parts, threads, belts, packaging 
materials and whatever else is needed. 

A plan should have been layed out by then on how 
many and what kinds of shoes you plan to produce; 


_ about, let’s look at the price of eunee If go ae 


_ need more than foundation grants. One way t 


‘are in the $35-50.00 bracket in retail value, it wou 


how: many eh aN can be ‘eninge aed 1 ho om 
labor can be donated. Do you plan to have eat | 
facilities? What is the maximum production - 
potential of the factory? How much are the total 
expenses? How can money continue to come into 
program to cover expenses and expansion? _ 
We will get into this question a little later, but fi 
we'll look at what a People’s Shoe beasaty budg. 
might look like. 
Initial Expenses: 
1. Price of machinery | 
2. Price for transporting machinery 
3. Price of redesigning building 
4, Price for extra machine parts, etc. 
5. Price for permits ard other related expenses 


Monthly seh e (excluding salaries): 
1. Rent | 
2. Phone and wiles bills 
3. Electricity . , 
4. Building upkeep and maintenance 
a. Cleaning equipment 
b. Repairing equipment _ 
5. Price of raw materials — 
a. Leather 
b. Packing materials _ 
c. Glue 
d. Heels & sholes | 
e. All other materials — 
6. Machinery upkeep | 
7. Cost of designing department ns 
8. Cost of legal department and record keeping 
9. Cost of fund raising department My 
10. Cost of distribution | 
a. Truck & gas , 3 
distribution 
11. Cost of eating facilities (if provided) | 
12. Piscean ens 


quality leather is used (and it should be), it may 
in the area of $1.25 per sq./ft. in large b 
purchases. It takes around 4 sq. ft. of leather 
make a pair of men’s shoes. Let’s say you produc 
1,500 pairs of shoes a month (most. larger factor La 
produce from 2,000-3,000 pairs a day). The cost of | ae 
leather alone per month would be $7,500. If you ad 
all the other expenses your monthly expenses coule 
go as high as $15,000, not including salaries. 

To be able to sustain this type of operation you w 


program could cut the cost is by selling some of t 
shoes. For instance, if the shoes being manufactured 


be possible to sell these shoes at wholesale prices 
$20.00 a pair. If 500 of your 1,500 shoes were sold 
would leave 1,000 for the program and $10,000 per — 
month. This will only partially help; the main thin oP 
that will be required is to pull from the various _ 
people ideas to keep the program going because 
ultimately the Free Shoe Program gia to 

people. ‘ 
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i people, especially children, often lack 


: y unite can outfit themselves at no expense. 


ee through the gaining of employment. 


23 attend school. 


The ‘ Black Panther: Party’ s People’s Free 
on ‘Clothing Program provides new, stylish and quality 
clothing free to the community. Black and poor 


_ mecessary clothing to maintain good health. The’ 
_ People’s Free Clothing Program is a means 
ae whereby people unable to buy decent clothing or 
lacking funds to buy a “good: quality of stylish 


; _ This program can be very beneficial to the 
community. For instance, if a person is looking for 
- ajob but has no good clothes to wear to interview 
_ for the job, the People’s Free Clothing Program 
~ can be of great help to them. Dress and good 
grooming are very important to prospective . 
oH _ employers. Thus, the People’s Free Clothing 
Program may further aid the community’s survival 


_ In addition, many Black children. cannot attend 
'§ school during the cold winter months because they 
don’t have proper clothing. The People’s Free 
Clothing Program can make it possible for them to 


‘The minimum facilities D cired for this program 
area clean storage place for the clothes until they 
are distributed, a sewing machine and other 
ion _ sewing equipment to make any necessary repairs, 
ne and a building, truck, van or other vehicle from. 
Ke which to distribute the clothes. Boxes or clothes 

nS bags may also be used during the distribution. 
At least four people are needed for the efficient 
aS : * functioning of the People’s Free Clothing Program. 
o _ One person must be responsible for obtaining the 
: clothing. If it is decided that clothes are to be 
distributed, to 500 men, women and children, the 
a _ person in charge of procuremént must insure that 

_ there are enough clothes for these 500 people. 

__A second person must see to it that the clothes 
| are e properly stored before distribution and receive 


A third person is in charge of the distribution of 
the clothing. He or she must determine all the 
specifics as to when, where and how the clothes 
will be distributed. 

Finally, a fourth person must handle publicity— 
seeing to it that the community knows about the 
distribution of the clothing. This will involve 
obtaining as many free ads on radio, television and 
in newspapers as possible; and mass distribution of 
flyers at churches, schools, colleges and large 
community gatherings. It is vital to saturate the 
community with publicity so that people will know 
where to go on a regular basis to get clothing or the 
details of a single mass distribution. 

Funds for maintenance of the program and the 


_clothing itself are obtained through the solicitation 


of funds from a variety of sources. 

The coordinator of procurement must visit 
various businesses, churches, etc., to ask for 
funds for the purchase of the clothing. Businesses 
especially like to have their names associated with. 
such programs because it means, in fact, that they 
may get more trade from the community. Churches 
are usually willing to help in line with their 
practices and beliefs. 

It may also be necessary to have a_ benefit 
concert or similar event in order to raise funds. A 
well-known entertainer or group will be asked to 
perform, hopefully. free of charge, but at least for 
as low a fee as possible. The community will be 
charged a low, nominal fee for the benefit. 
Intensive publicity will also be needed for the 
success of this event. 


PROCUREMENT 


Procurement personnel will need to visit large 
department store chains in order to obtain good 
quality, stylish clothing. Many stores will sell their 
clothes at reduced prices when they are changing 
from one season’s line to the next. Once the 
People’s Free Clothing Program is_ thoroughly 
explained to them, they may even donate some 
clothing free. 

Community help is organized through visiting 


businesses, churches, schools, and other institu- 


tions. People will want to become involved in this 
program because most of them lack adequate 
clothing. They should see clearly how the program 
relates to their survival. It is important to 
effectively organize the community because their 


-help is greatly needed in all aspects’ of the 


program. Program personnel may set up speaking — 
engagements at various community gatherings to 
explain the program and ask for Bele 

Adequate clothing is key to man’s survival, and 
therefore, consciousness raising through the 
People’s Free Clothing Program is very important. 
By working together to obtain and distribute free 
clothing, the community becomes unified because © 
it is working for.the survival of all. The community 
comes to realize that it can work effectively 
together to correct one of its basic problems, the 
lack of good quality clothing. 


‘ 
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FREE PLUMBING AND MAINTENANCE 


PROGRAM 


The Free Plumbing and Maintenance Program 
provides a wide variety of services, including 
preventative maintenance care, plumbing repairs 
and simple plumbing installations. The fixtures 
which require, and receive, the most attention are 
drains, hot water heaters, faucets, sinks, tubs and 
toilets. 

The minimum facilities needed to operate a 
functional plumbing and maintenance program are 
a telephone and storage area for tools. Essential 
equipment needed, includes a car or truck, 
plumbing repair reference texts, plungers and a 
large assortment of plumbing and general tools. 

This effective program utilizes a minimum of 
four people. The coordinator establishes the time 
schedule, recruits volunteers, works on publicity, 
purchases tools and equipment, maintains inven- 
tory, and contacts stores and supply houses to 
obtain reduced prices. The plumber, in addition to 
routine plumbing and maintenance work, trains 
volunteers by conducting classes and on-site 
learning experiences. He also serves as a 
consultant to the experienced volunteers in the 
program. At least two volunteers, preferably from 
the community being served, go along on most 
jobs. They help carry out plumbing repairs and 
explain the survival programs to the people. 

Funds to operate the program are generally 
donated by individuals, plumbers and plumbing 
supply houses. University and foundation grants 
are also a major source of funding. The circulation 
of leaflets describing the program and_ the 
philosophy behind it, as well as participation in 
meetings of various organizations, constitutes 
important groundwork for raising funds. 

Community people become involved in the 
program as a result of the publicity and the offer of 
a training program in plumbing-repair for people 
who wish to increase their plumbing skills. 

Out on a plumbing job, the ‘‘Each One, Teach 
One’’ principle is employed. This consists of 
explaining to the customer the work being done 
and thus demystifying the process of repair. 

The Free Plumbing and Maintenance Program is 
a vital community service. Not only is decent 
plumbing a human right, but denial of decent 
plumbing causes disease and deterioration of 
health. Unfortunately, high costs for plumbing 
supplies and labor effectively make decent 
plumbing available to only the rich in this country. 
People’s plumbing programs, however, not only 
make decent plumbing available to everyone, but 
involve the community in their own survival. 
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The Free Plumbing and Mainte- 
nance Program demystifies the 
process of repair work. 
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The People’s Free Pest Control Program 
rovides to the community free household 
2x ermination of rats, roaches and other disease- 
ying pests and rodents. _ 

Particularly in urban areas where a majority of 
Black people live in crowded, rundown tenement 
housing, rats and pests are a serious problem. 


eliminated for that reason alone. 

In addition, rats further threaten human health 
spreading such diseases as typhus fever; 
ubonic plague; food infestation; infectious 
ces mebinoslas tatbite fever; plus some 


volves the basics of spraying homes and 
artments and setting out necessary peers: 


The People’s Free Pest Control Program’ services hundreds of public 
housing residents in Dallas, Texas, providing a thorough spraying oh 
apartments. 


FREE PEST CONTROL 


Th ‘frequently bite children and therefore, should 


‘pipes, doors, and foundations of buildings. 
The: People’s Free Pest Control Program 


outside of entire buildings and individual homes 


are sprayed. Every effort is made to destroy the 


nesting and breeding places of harmful pests, and 


education is provided on how to starve pests. 

To service a 3,500-unit housing project the 
following preparation materials and supplies are 
needed: | | | 


Pest Control Technology 
(Course, local college or university ) $69.00 


License Application Fee | 
(Required by State Structural Pest Control Bd. or 


agency) } 50.00 
12 Exterminator Tanks - $60.00 each 720.00. 
8 Powder Blowers. 29.32 


4 Six inch Extensions (2 straight, 2 curved) 8.00 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 50 


HE BLACK PANTHER PARTY. peti 
MARCH 29,1972 PLATFORM 


WHAT WE WANT; WHAT WE BELIEVE a 
1. WE WANT FREEDOM. WE WANT POWER TO DETERMINE THE DESTINY oF | 
ae AND OPPRESSED COMMUNITIES. 


our communities. 


2. WE WANT FULL EMPLOYMENT FOR OUR PEOPLE. ; 
We believe that the federal REL: is responsible and obligated to give every B 


businessmen aha placed i in the community so that the sete of the community « can organiz 
employ all of its DeOns and give a high standard of living. ’ 


3. WE WANT AN END TO THE ROBBERY BY wih CAPITALIST OF OUR BLACK 
OPPRESSED COMMUNITIES. - | : 


currency which will be distributed to our many communities. The American racist has va 
in the slaughter of over fifty million Black people. oheroipes we feel this 1 is a modest oe 
that we make. ; . 


4. WE WANT DECENT HOUSING, FIT FOR THE SHELTER OF HUMAN BEINGS. in 
We believe that if the landlords will not give decent housing to our Black and oppre: 5: 


THIS DECADENT AMERICAN SOCIETY. WE WANT EDUCATION THAT TEACHES US 
TRUE HISTORY AND OUR ROLE IN THE PRESENT- -DAY SOCIETY. 

We believe in an educational system that will give to our people a knowledge of self. If y: 
not have knowledge of yourself and your position in the society and the world, ey you will 
little chance to know ae else, 


give Black and oppressed people access to advndeen senthe and wiedicnl information, 
may provide ourselves with proper medical attention and care. — ae 3 


PEOPLE, OTHER PEOPLE OF COLOR, ah OPPRESSED PEOPLE INSIDE. THE 
STATES. i 

We believe that ihe racist and fascist government of the United States uses: its , 
enforcement agencies to carry out its program of sppLess ye pape Black Beetles a 


self- defense of our homes and communities against these fascist eolite foes 


8. WE WANT AN IMMEDIATE END TO ALL WARS OF AGGRESSION. 


aggressive desires of the U.S. "ine circle and SE to aie: its deminetion, : 
oppressed people of the phd We Paes that if the U.S. government or its Meued do ! 


necessary against their ERT ARO 


v 
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; WE WANT FREEDOM FOR ALL BLACK AND POOR OPPRESSED PEOPLE NOW HELD IN 


U.S. FEDERAL, STATE, COUNTY, CITY, AND MILITARY PRISONS AND JAILS. WE WANT 


TRIALS BY A JURY OF PEERS FOR ALL PERSONS CHARGED WITH SO-CALLED CRIMES 
) UNDER THE LAWS OF THIS COUNTRY. . 

We believe that the many Black and poor oppressed people now held in U.S. prisons and jails 
have not received fair and impartial trials under a racist and fascist judicial system and should be 
_ free from incarceration. We believe in the ultimate elimination of all wretched, inhuman penal 
‘institutions, because the masses of men and women imprisoned inside the United States or by 
the U.S. military are the victims of oppressive conditions which are the real cause of their 
imprisonment. We believe that when persons are brought to trial that they must be guaranteed, 

_by the United States, juries of their peers, attorneys of their choice and freedom from 
oa Lo aati while awaiting trials. 


10. WE WANT LAND, BREAD, HOUSING, EDUCATION, CLOTHING, JUSTICE, PEACE AND 
-PEOPLE’S COMMUNITY CONTROL OF MODERN TECHNOLOGY. 

When, in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the 
political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume, among the powers of 
_ the earth, the separate and equal station to which the laws of nature and nature’s God entitle 
_ them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes 
which impel them to the separation. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal; that they are endowed 
by their Creator with certain unalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness. That, to secure these rights, governments are instituted among men, 


deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed; that, whenever any form of 
government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of the people to alter orto abolishit, 


and to institute a new government, laying its foundation on such principles, and organizing its 
powers in such form ', as to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and happiness. 
Prudence, indeed, will dictate that governments long established should not be changed for light 
and transient causes; and, accordingly, all experience hathshown that mankind are more disposed 
to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which 
they are accustomed. But, when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the 
_ same object, evinces a design to reduce them under absolute despotism, it is their right, it is 
- their duty, to throw off a government, and to Bee new aoe for their future security. 


e . Box 428, Sausalito, California 94965 


BE 


Necessary poisons a are set out to 
destroy pests in the Free Pest 
Control Program. 


CONTINUED FRUM PAGE 47 
12 Pairs of Gloves - $2.99 pr. 35.88 
6 Respirators with Goggles-$15.95 each 95.70 
6 Respirators without Goggles - $10.40 each 62.40 


1 Pick-up Truck (New or Used) 3,800.00 
12 Uniforms - $12.00 each 144,00 


Chemicals: Insecticide | fy ae 
Dursban - 268 gal. - $20.10 p/gal. 5,386.80 
Vaponite 2 - 100 gal. - $15.50 p/gal. 1,550.00 
Diazanon 2D (Dust) 50 lb. can _ - 25.00 

($25.00 p/can) 


Rodenticide:* 
200 Ibs. est. pur. - $28.95 x2 = $57.90 800.00 


/ 


TOTAL $12,776.10 


_* Rodenticide is difficult to estimate in amounts to 


be used. It will have to be purchased (at least 100 
Ibs.) and used over a period of at least three weeks 
to be able to make a iggenn te estimate. 

(These costs are bauer on the B.P.P. Free Pest 
Control Program in Dallas, Texas.) 


In addition, an office with one or more telephone 


lines is needed from which to coordinate the 


program and handle requests for service. It may be 
required for those staff who perform the 
exterminating operation to obtain state extermina- 
tor’ Ss licenses. This will vary from state to state. 


50 


| time for service. 


persons, they (the tenants) will hopefully become — 


One van and pick-up ‘Wack to transport ‘the 
equipment must be on hand. 

At least eight full-time people are required for 
the smooth functioning of the program. Four 
people perform the exterminating work. After — 
securing all needed instructional materials, they _ 
are trained in the operation of the equlemieny and 
instructed in safety factors. Wax 

Two persons are primarily ‘capenaiite for - 
driving the van, pick-up truck or othervehiclesused’ _ 
to carry the exterminating equipment. Two more — 
persons handle office communications and must. 
keep accurate records of all requests that are made 
for extermination services. It is penile s 
important that the date of the request be recorded | 
so that community people not wait long periods: of 


The communications staff may double as” 
publicity coordinators. If housing projects, for. 
example, are the major emphasis of the program, — 
mass leafleting of the projects will need to be done 
in order to inform residents about the program. 

To kick-off the program the staff may wish to put 
on a demonstration of some kind. This would give — 
the tenants an opportunity to see the process for 
themselves. | 


Funds for the maintenance of the People’s Free - 
Pest Control Program comefrom theusualvariety bn a 
sources such as businessmen, churches, clubs or 
other social groups. Individual businessmen should — 
become familiar with the program which can_ 
benefit many of them directly since they are often s “a Fe 
plagued by rats and roaches. Presentations at 2 
churches and at clubs should be made with the end 
goal of asking for financial contributions. ae 

Since the tenants will be the major recipients of uae 
the service performed, small cash donations should | 
be solicited from them (if possible). g 

Widespread community personnel will be. ee 
needed to run the program in all its aspects. A yc a 
door-to-door campaign, if at all possible, is the best — pene 
way to organize community help. Program 
personnel should visit individual tenants and give | hes 
them a brief but thorough explanation of the < 
program. If the tenants see the sincerity of the staff 


enthusiastic about the program and volunteer their 
services. _ ; | 4 

The People’s Free Pest Control Program was — gn 
instituted by the Black Panther Party because of 
management’s failure to provide the service to. i 
their tenants in public housing. We propose not to ite 
wait while we argue the point of who or what __ 
agency ought to provide the service. What is the 
community to do while the government and — 
landlords make up their minds about the problem? — 
By the community taking . the initiative in— 
establishing the program, it begins to question the 
inefficiency and unconcern of government and — 
Organizes to demand services by them. The _ 
program unifies the community by taking concrete or 
action to sustain the people’ s daily lives. | f 
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- BUSING TO PRISONS PROGRAM: 


The Free Busing to Prisons Program maintains 
_ the bond between prisoners and their families by 
Pneviding free transportation to (California) penal 
 institutions.(It was later broadened into the 
nue - Community Committee for Prisoners, Families and 
HN _ Friends United, The Free Busing Program 
: includes frequent trips to county jails, state 
af _ penitentiaries and other prisons. 
Initiated in southern California in 1970, the 
a i | Free Busing Program first utilized rented buses, 
cars and vans. Due to a massive increase in the 
number of Busing Program participants, a 40 
passenger bus had to be acquired in 1972. The 
_ number of participants still exceeds the trans- 
_ portation available. 


| Free Busing Program trip. 


Free Busing to Prisons Program, Chicago, Illinois. 


LEGAL AID AND 
DUCATIONAL PROGRAM 


/ 


Trips to prisons are made on a regular, in most 
cases weekly, basis. A schedule comprising 
several weeks is made up in advance and 
circulated in the community. It is also published in 
THE BLACK PANTHER and several local news- 
papers. Occasionally special arrangements are 


made at the community’s request to take a trip to 


a prison which generally has few visitors. 


The visitors gather ata central location, usually — 


a Party facility or church, before boarding the 
bus. The Program also transports people from 
home to the bus and returns them afterwards. 
Food is provided free of charge during the trip. 
A major fund raising drive is now underway to 
acquire monies with which to hire disadvantaged 
youth to work in the Free Busing Program. The 
purpose is to help the youth learn an employable 


skill (driving and clerical skills). 


COMMISSARY FOR PRISONERS PROGRAM: 


The Free Commissary for Prisoners Program is 
a community program designed to aid sisters and 
brothers confined in prisons throughout this 
country. 

In the prison community the problem of 
survival is intense. In addition to being denied 


many of the basic necessities for day-to-day 


survival, prisoners must be on guard against 
constant physical attacks and abuse. Also, their 
mail is censored and they must pay for stationary, 


envelopes and stamps. Prisoners who have no — 


money are allowed only one free letter per week. 


Items such as warm underclothing, books, legal 


4 


Free Commissary For Prisoners 
_ Program, Oakland, California. 
material and other Sereortal items must be pur- 


chased by the prisoners. Also, imprisoned 
women, who have largely been forgotten by the 


outside prison movement, have a great problem 


obtaining the items necessary for feminine 
hygiene (such as cosmetics and alternatives to lye 
base soap). 

Prisoners comprise a large and varied labor 
force for the state. The work they are forced to do 
includes the productionof (in California) all state 
license plates, for which they earn from two to 
twenty-four cents an hour. With these exceeding- 
ly low ‘‘wages,”’ prisoners must purchase items 
to satisfy their survival needs from a canteen or 


_ commissary at exploitative prices. 


In addition, there is usually a surcharge or tax 


(10 per cent in California prisons) which goes into — 
an inmate’s ‘‘welfare’’ fund, controlled by the 


prison administration. 

Furthermore, prisoners must purchase their 
basic necessities only during the specific days on 
which they have commissary privileges. _ 


The prisoners’ right to live and function like 
human beings has been cruelly relegated to the 
level of ‘‘privileges’? by the state. The basic 
human right to bathe, to have warm and adequate 
clothing, books, legal and other reading material 


and correspondence and communication with the 


outside world are all vital to the survival of the 
oppressed prison community. i 


We cannot even begin to speak of freedom for : 


all poor and oppressed people without acknow- 
ledging and in some concrete way dealing with 
the oppression faced by our incarcerated sisters 
and brothers. 

The Free Commissary for Prisoners Program 
provides inmates with basic necessities, such as 
toilet articles, clothes and shoes. It also provides 


_items requested by prisoners, such as radios and 
record players. The items and funds are solicited | 


from local businesses and the public. 


The Program consists of an intake system to 
receive prisoner requests for commissary items 
and a system to send out thearticles. Prisoners 


_ generally make their needs and requests known 
_ through letters to someone who works with or 


__ knows of the Program. The items are sent out by 


mail after they are bought or donated. 
Program attempts to get individuals and grou 
to sponsor prisoners by regularly obtain 
commissary items for them. Copies of prison rul 
and regulations are obtained and consulted — 
information regarding Piso: rules which gover 
receipt of commissary. 


rata AID ee dearatabe PROGRAM: 


prisoners’ ea matters and affairs. Wher 
needed, a referral service to. attorneys and othe 
types of legal aid is provided. - as 


| For, further information or to pledge your help, 


please fill out and mail the form below. 


hs 


States : 
Zip Code: muskiesg eee : Mune : i : oa 
PHONG: ere ‘aol 
I wish to: - | 


ra @ Make > a eae ‘contribution of $ : 
towards the Free. Bpicciuagent io Prisoners 
Prcgrams sake fi 


(] 2. Pledge my time Ae fel work on the Priatiy 

Programs of. the Son: oF Man Temple whieh 

include: ; 
a. Free Busing to Prison Programs for Friends 
and Relatives. ae 
pb. vee Aid Prone 


aes Start a prison ‘support committee in| m my 

neighborhood to: | q 
_a. Raise funds for the Busing to Prisons and 
Commissary programs. —_ | 
b. Solicit goods for the Free Commissary hee 
Program — Saye [i 
ce. Initiate through elected officials progressive 
legislation to help alleviate the gigaten’ i 

those confined in prisons. | 


-( 4. Have more information seit tome. 


i } pntg cae oie 
Make all checks and money orders payable to: 
_ COMMUNITY COMMITTEE FOR PRISONERS, 
FAMILIES AND FRIENDS UNITED 
or Black Panther Party Prison Programs. a ua 
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%© “ORGANIZING 
A PEOPLE'S 
CAMPAIGN 


In the 1978 Oakland city elections, Bobby Seale and Elaine Brown conducted 
an astoundingly successful People’s Campaign forthe positions of Mayor and 
City Councilwoman. They ran on the BobbySealeand Elaine Brown 14-Point 

_ Program To Rebuild Oakland —a starting point from which not only Oakland but 
all cities throughout the country can begin to move and transform the current 
one-sided, negative and essentially anti-people urban economy into one in 
which the city’s priorities are directed towards the people rather than corporate 
interests. The following information relates to their campaign and the People’s 
Hyper they introduced. 


- 


; 
ELAINE | BROWN garnered over 34,000 votes in the 1973 People's 
| Campaign in Oakland. 

uy When a decision i is made to run for office, it is Many issues are put forward by aspirants to Satya 

usually a result of the frustrations of a community political office. But the problems candidates — a 
which has little or no input into or control of the identify are often not the most important ones to 

- local institutions of government (be it a school the community, and the solutions they propose are 
board, a city council, etc.). A People’s Campaign . many times vague and superficial. 

_ will have two purposes—to educate its area The People’s Candidate must have the true 

residents to the issues and to win a seat or position interests of the community at heart. His or her 


candidacy must be motivated by the people's 
concrete desires and needs; the program, a 


r iy at 
- 
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_ that will increase the people’s control in their 
ig ‘community. 


people’s program, the result of the community’s 
actual ideas and. suggestions. The people’s 
platform must promise to improve the people’s 
quality of life, but at the same time be realistic, 
practical and realizable. 

The issues identified must be those gut ones that 
daily affect the lives of the people, that certain 
establishment candidates always promise to solve, 
but never do. Unemployment, indecent housing, 
improper medical and child care, and poor quality 
education are but a few examples. In addition, the 
People’s Candidates must address themselves to 
issues peculiar to their locales, which affect their 
constituency directly, aside from these that plague 
all oppressed communities. 

After establishing that there is a base of support, 
the key is to know your area or community 
_ thoroughly. 

What follows are some basic outlines of 
organizing methods and strategies used in the 
Oakland Mayoral and Councilmantic elections 
when the Black Panther Party ran two candidates 
(Bobby Seale and Elaine Brown) for office in a 
highly successful campaign in the spring of 1973. It 
should be understood, however, that these are only 
basic outlines and techniques. Each city or area 
will have basic differences. All of the methods may 
not work or be needed—practice will tell. 

I. Breaking down the city— 

One of the initial steps is to ‘‘break down’’ or 
map out the city or area you are trying to organize. 
For the Oakland election, the city was sectioned off 
into nine major areas (Sections). The sections were 
determined by basic geographic, ethnic and 
economic lines which have come to exist in the city. 


Ass niente 


(Refer to map, here.) For example, ‘‘Section 5” is 
basically a middle-income Black, working class 
community. Section 4 is basically a mixed ethnic 
area, where the bulk of the Oakland Chicano 
community lives. Each section was sub-divided 
into Sub-Sections, and finally down to Precincts 
(regular voting precincts as defined by the County) 
for organizing. Each division (Section, Sub-Sec- 
tion, Precinct) had a coordinator. Each coordinator 
had specific responsibilities. 


PRECINCT 


1. Precinct Coordinator (each precinct may have 

between 300 and 600 registered voters) 
A. Must become a voter registrar 
B. Must organize and coordinate 10 or more 
precinct workers 
C. Must have time weekly to organize in anapprox- 
imate 10-square block area where you live 
D. Distribute leaflets, brochures, bumper 
stickers, poster and other vital information to 
your precinct workers 
E. Call and chair precinct. workers’ meetings : 
F. Set up block meetings in ale with the 
candidates 
G. Know and explain to precinct workers their 
designated areas of work within the precinct area 
H. Acquire an Assistant Precinct Coordinator . 
who volunteers to do the same basic work along. 
with you 
I. Understand aid be able to explain thoroughly 
to precinct workers how to work from voter 
registration sheets 
J. Things a Precinct Coordinator and Assistant 
Precinct Coordinator will need: 
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1) Telephone date book _ | D. Things a Precinct Worker will need: 


2) Notebook, large size . 
3) Map of precinct ee | | 4 scam date book 


4) Briefcase : 3) Small brief case 
2 Voter Rolls fo | 
Sone i) Oe tre: ler Kole {OF your. 4) Voter Rolls Sheet of the 60 to 100 


Precinct oe 
6) Bumper stickers of candidates voters assigned 
5) Voter Registrar Book 


7) Posters of candidates 
8) Voter Registrar Books 
Bie Precinct worker A hi In addition to these types of campaign work, 
A. Become a Voter Registrar ‘ there are others: 
B. Contact and keep 60 to 100 registered 
voters informed about the campaign, with I. Campaign office work 
as much face-to-face contact as possible A. Helping with mailing lists, etc. Work 
C. Pass out all leaflets and brochures to all 60 consists of organizing names of contacts 
to 100 registered voters whom you will be by address, city, state. Envelopes have to 
neeiened by address Sone be atunped and addressed. 


B. Typing and filing dorialets of keeping various 

' lists typed and filed properly. Letters have to be 
written. Records have to be kept and up-dated. 
-.C. Answering phones and taking messages: 
being sure information reaches the person it is 
intended for. 
_ D. Making phone contact consists of Beanie 
people and informing them of certain things that 
are going on with the campaign, asking them to 
be at a certain place at a certain time for a 


fe = 


dinners, etc. 

IL Campaign fund raising 
A. Organizing benefits consists of everything 
from phoning friends and asking them to give a 
party, to organizing Dae — entertainment 
affairs. 

Bae 'B. Collecting funds conulels of going door-to-door 
Bt in a precinct and to businesses asking for 
donations to support the campaign. | 

Ti. Si a groups and organizations 
. Organizing churches consists of attending 


Oats on Sunday and meeting the minister. | 


You must also meet the congregation, shake 
their hands and introduce yourself. Have 
information on the campaign. 


B. Organizing schools consists of making contact - 


with campus organizations and getting them 
involved with the campaign to the point where 
the student body will become involved on 
different levels. | 
C. Organizing small businesses into the 
Campaign consists of talking to them about the 
issues and how our program will change their 
condition for the better. 
1. Voter registration 
A. Being a voter registrar consists of attending 
class for approximately one hour at the County 
Registrar’s Office. The work entails carrying the 


a 


voter registration book at all times possible, — 


registering people who are not, registered 
currently in the County. 


ELECTION DAY — 
is almost a separate organizing effort i in itself. 


particular reason, i.e., campaign meetings, | 


IN EACH SECTION: 


A. PRECINCT WORKER 
1. Distributes door-hangers—4: 00 a.m. start 
ee last minute material to get out the ve 


3. Leaflet 100 feet away from pate | | 
4, Get out the vote—start around 10:00 a.m. i 
certain precincts (door- to-door) 


~ TION AND SUB- SECTION oe 


ake ae messages for precinct 
workers. , 
4. Van drivers would also be dropping bys to 

in and receive messages. eg 


C. DRIVER 

1. Take people to. the polls. eat 

2. If they have children (those voters needi 
tides), the children are to ride in the van 
(station wagon, etc.) with you. 

3. Children stay in van with driver ee pers 
votes. — 

4, Take voter (and children, if they ive them), 
home. Check Satellite Center for new names: 
from section or precinct en ni 


D. TELEPHONE CALLER AT HOME eh 
Call everyone in your neighborhood and urge 
them to go out and vote. If they need a ride, call 
satellite home in your section with the name, 
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Massive banquet overflowing with supporters of 3 the People’ s 


_ Campaign. The New Oakland Democratic Organizing Committee was 
initiated at this affair, which followed the May 15 elections. 


address, phone, time, ride needed and number 
of children if babysitting service is meeded, 
AN COOKING 
For precinct workers. ! 
-F. OFFICE WORK =~ | 
' 1. Receptionist, communications person, aids 
section leader in dispatch operation. 


2. Runner does necessary driving within section 


to satellite centers, etc. 
G. OTHER 
There’s always something! 


SS 


14 POINT PROGRAM TO REBUILD 


REVENUE RAISING: : 3 


a) A 5% esital gains tax on the transfer of 
income property and property of large cor- 
_ porations. This progressive measure seeks to tap 


oe ‘i ‘‘capital gains’? — the profits large businesses and 


corporations normally make upon their sale or in 
business transfers — not drive business away. $4.5 
million can be raised in this eye 


-@Q A1% tax on intangible stocks enidk bonds (small 


home owners and the elderly are exempt). It is 
estimated that Oakland residents own $2.8 billion 
in stocks and bonds, concentrated in the hands of 
“the rich and. the i Sea This minimal 1% tax, 
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oe «| OAKLAND 


with a basic $7,000 exemption across the board, 
adds $10.5 million to available city funds. 


(3) Reinvestment of the city budget reserves and 
fund balances in banks that pay at least 6° 
interest rather than those paying the 5°% the city 
now receives. The $20 million now known to be 
held in this way equals an additional $200,000 if 


reinvested. Recently, research has uncovered 


more, upwards of $50 million stashed away in such 
‘‘veserves.’’ Oakland’s rich banking firms certainly 
do not need to be subsidized, least of all by the 
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A Multi-Ethnic Cultural and Trade Center for Oakland: Californie, was 
proposed during the 1973 People’ S a ath iy OG ee of Oakland. — 


(4) An increase of fees at the two city-owned golf 
courses by 50% will bring in an additonal $250,000 
annually. | 


(5) Increase the 1ental payments paid by the 

Oakland Coliseum owners, who can certainly afford 

it, to cover the $750,000 in construction bonds the 
Reading administration is currently paying. 


(6) A residency requirement for Oakland police 

and firemen, 72% of whom live outside 
Oakland, will bring over $15 million back into the 
general economy of the city, and approximately $1 
million into the City Budget itself. 


(7) +A tax to be placed on ‘‘so-called’’ public 

! utilities, like Southern Pacific Railroad, and others 
would add up to at least $500,000 annually 
- depending upon the tax rate imposed. 


What this all adds up to is: $17.7 million 
Revenue Raising funds which, when combined 
with the $4.5 million in Revenue Sharing funds 
equals a total of $22.2 million—over 1/4 of the 

Be current City Budget. These funds will be directly 
Oe accessible for use in meeting our currently 
pressing city and community needs. In all, 

pak including the $14 million additional funds from the. migrant farm day care and campus ey care, 
i imposition of the residency requirement, $36 be ama handled with $1 million in fun 
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OAKLAND. CITY’ BUDGET 


PROPERTY TAXES 
ag GaNT% 


FUND BALANCES 
(BALANCES FROM 
Me THE PREVIOUS YEAR) 


8.1% 


+OTHER REVENUE 
ee Ne 


: REVENUE FROM OTHER SOURCES 


aoe GASOLINE TAXES Of%' 
MOTOR VEHICLE LICENSE FEES Om) 
PROPERTY TAX & BUSINESS 
INVENTORY SUBVENTIONS 


CHARGES FOR 


CIGARETTE TAX &BUSINESS 2%). GOLF 
GRANTS OTHERS 
i] 8% : 44% 


PEOPLE'S PROGRAM 
SEVEN 
PLAN 


CAPITAL GAINS TAX ON 
TRANSFERS OF PROPERTY 
$4.5 MILLION 


| POLICE & FIRE 
RESIDENCY REQUIREMENT 
| SI5 MILLION 


_ ($ 1 million will be added into revenue 
Bier sat for community and city service programs) 


ni wr S. A.F.E. (Seniors Against A Fearful Environ- 


i ment): $2 million annually would provide for some 


ho 100 radio-equipped passenger vans, employ over 
300 people, and provide round the clock 
_ transport-escort services reducing muggings by 
yey 10%. Presently, 33% of all crimes in Oakland are 
committed against our senior citizens. They 
- deserve the. best. 
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$7 MILLION 


CURRENT SERVICES 


SEWER Pee de CHARGE 


REVENUE RAISING 


‘ PAYMENTS ON COLISEUM 
INCREASE IN RENTAL 
: $750,000 


WHERE THE MONEY COMES FROM 1972-1973 


SALES TAXES /OTHER TAXES 


14.1% 


UTILITY CONSUMPTION TAX 
BUSINESS LICENSE TAX 


LICENSES & PERMITS 


~ PARKING METERS 
CONTRUCTION PERMITS 
OTHERS 


2.5% 
FINES, FORFEITS & PENALTIES 


CITY TRAFFIC CODE FINE 
STATE VEHICHLE CODE FINE 
OTHER CODE FINE & PENALTIES 


REVENUE FROM USE ie ee 


OF MONEY & PROPERTY 


INTEREST EARNINGS ‘ TOTAL 
OTHERS 


us $77 MILLION 


RECREATION PROGRAMS OTHERS 


TAX ON SO CALLED 
“PUBLIC UTILITIES’’ CORPS. 


$500,000 


INCREASE IN GOLF COURSE FEES 
$250, 000 


REINVESTMENT OF CITY'S BUDGET 
RESERVE & FUND BALANCES 
~ $200,000 


INTANGIBLE STOCKS & 
BONDS TAX 
$10.5 MILLION 


EDUCATION IMPROVEMENT: An expenditure of 
$2.2 million would guarantee that the 155 jobs 
within the Oakland school system are maintained. 
It would also begin to provide for much needed 
textbooks, materials and supplies our children 


‘need to grow and learn. Teacher-aide training 
programs will also begin. 


o9 


ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: $4 million in 
funding would finalize plans. and lead to the 


construction of the proposed Multi-Ethnic Inter- | _ increases in consumer prices by fies and wainin 
national Trade and Cultural Center in Oakland. Oakland ‘residents in this field. a oe 


"> 


io ELAINE BROWNE: 220) 
A PEOPLE’S CANDIDATE 
IN 75 


In August, 1974,ELAINE BROWN announced her candidacy for Oakland 


Rene _ City Councilwoman in the April 1975, elections. — 
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The Black Panther Party Position Paper on the Elimination of the Offices of 
President and Vice-President was first published in February, 1974, during the 
. time the Senate Watergate Investigation Committee was conducting hearings 
on the Watergate scandal. Although the Committee has discontinued its 


ae investigation, our proposal to eliminate the offices of the Executive Branch is no 


less timely; in fact its importance is now more apparent than ever. With the 
forced resignation of one chief executive, Richard M. Nixon, as a result of the 
exposure of some of his many crimes against the people, and his subsequent 
pardon for these crimes by his hand-chosen successor, Gerald Ford (whose 


action was described by one national leader as ‘“‘the grossest miscarriage of 


_ justice in history’’) the necessity increases for justice-minded Americans to take 
swift action toward abolishment of the SG executive offices, as the 


eS ay following proposal demands. 


ENTRORECHS, 


: A conspiratorial coup d’etat fatended to secure 
or Richard M. Nixon the divine Lie of kings has 


: mi segs most Pasa ae aspect of this conspiracy is — 


nsbeaat application of the Soa of 


A aeeaye increases in sos for the 
yorations, nationwide reversals of limited gains 


So ign ethnic and minority Americans, a 
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wholesale breakdown in services and a dehuman- 
ized and spiritless society. : 

The expansion and consolidation of U.S. 
economic, political and military force and power 
abroad has made the President of the United States 
more powerful than any king or tyrant in history. It 
has tricked the American people into becoming 
co-conspirators with the U.S. empire builders and 
compelled us to pay the bill through exorbitant 
taxation. 


SECRET WARS 


Using the flower of our youth as cannon fodder, 
the U.S. empire builders have waged undeclared 
and secret wars of military aggression against 
peoples of the world struggling for self-determina- 
tion; they have waged cartel and monopoly wars of 
economic aggression against the demands of the 
peoples of the worle for economic independence; 
they have waged diplomatic wars against the 
United Nations’ attempts as peace maker and 
world forum. : : 

Watergate and its revelations have provided a 
dire warning to the American people: Act now to 
halt this conspiracy and create safeguards against 
further such conspiracies, or face the imminent 
imposition of a police state at home and the wrath 


and condemnation of the freedom-loving peoples of © 


the world! 
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IO 
‘But, congressman, wouldn’t removal of the skipper be somewhat demoralizing?’ 


THE PROPOSAL 


WE, THEREFORE, CALL FOR THE TOTAL 
ELIMINATION OF THE OFFICES OF THE 
PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, AND THE 
RETURN OF ALL THE POWERS USURPED BY 
THESE OFFICES TO THE DULY ELECTED 
REPRESENTATIVES OF ALL THE PEOPLE, THE 
CONGRESS OF THE UNITED-. STATES OF 
AMERICA. 


Radical restructuring in the Executive Branch of 
Government, which reasserts and makes manifest 
the power of the people consistent with the intent 
of the Preamble to tie 'J.S. Constitution and its Bill 
of Rights is the only path to the realization of the 
American Dream. — | 

Reforms of the existing practices will not 
safeguard the American people and ideals for 
which we strive from the coup-makers and 
Watergaters of a later age. They will only induce 


complacency end delay the inevitable confrontation, 


THE HISTORICAL ARGUMENT 


Thomas Jefferson lived in a boarding house and 
walked over to his inauguration; Richard Nixon has 
dressed a palace guard in 19th century uniforms of 


: UY 
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royalty and has ‘‘Hail to the Chief?’ played each 
night at dinner. How did this regal mutation of 
‘selected despots,’’ as Jefferson called them, come 
about? 

In 1776, the Founding Fathers drew on some two 
thousand years of recorded Western history to 
explain their ‘‘right of revolution’’ to the world. 
Their sources: the Greco-Roman, Judeo-Christian, 
Anglo-Saxon traditions. | 

The ideas of individual dignity, governmental 
accountability to the governed, equal justice. 


“The Spirit of ’76” 
under law— were time honored. What was new, 
unique and revolutionary was the concept— the 
‘checks and balances’? of power — of how to 
implement the rhetoric that all people have an 
equal right to pursue life, liberty and happiness. 
The framers of the American Revolution executed a 
a stroke of genius: the Executive, though not 
completely a figurehead, was to be checked, 
systematically without violence, from becoming a 
king. | | 

When King George III of England and his 
minister Lord North claimed the ‘tyrannical vetoes 
and controls that we today call Executive 

Privilege, the great conservative Edmund Burke: 
argued forcefully that it was not what some lawyer 
assured the King ‘‘he could do, but what 
humanity, reason and justice tell him he ought to 
do.’’ So the Congress was empowered to represent 
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the ever-changing needs of the electorate and the 
courts to protect the individual from the ambitions 
of the Executive. i 
Within a decade of the signing of the Declaration 

of Independence, the counterrevolution had begun. 
Ruling forces tried to use the Constitution to 
disenfranchise the masses of American people. 
Radical and conservative forces fought back, after 
the army had put down a series of worker-farmer 
rebellions, and managed to attach the ‘‘Bill of 
Rights’? as a series of amendments to the 
Constitution. But from that time on, the Executive 
Branch has swollen steadily usurping power from 
the courts. The king-like Executive has pre-empted 
the decision-making process inherent in the 
original checks and balances plan. The Executive, 
by claiming to represent ‘‘all of the people,’’ gets 
around representing any of the popular interests 
and instead becomes, inevitably, the captive of 
special interests. The last several decades have 
revealed the complete emergence of the Royal 
Executive. 


THE MORAL ARGUMENT 


We have called to these shores those forsaken in 


their native lands, saying to each and everyone 


alike, this: is your home: ‘‘...send these, the 
homeless, tempest-tossed to me...’’ It mattered 
not from what nation they came, nor of what faith, 
nor of what sex or physical capability, America 
reached out her arms and said, ‘‘Come, ye 
disconsolate,’’ no one here shall disdain you or rule 
your life. Yes, America held a dream. 

Through the years, America insisted her 
experiment was workable, her dream was feasible. 
We, wretched of the earth collected on these 
shores, could iron out the rough points if we clung: 
to the idea of democracy: government by the 
people, of the people, for the people—all the 
people!No one group could come here and dictate 
over another: neither Jew over Gentile, nor Irish 
over Italian, nor White over Black, nor man over 
woman. And, in our effort we not only established 
our laws but also created the method, the form of 


guverument py wich Our democratic ideals would 
be carried out to reflect our ethic: ‘‘...one nation, 
under God...with liberty and justice for all.’’ 

The Dream became twisted and distorted: with 
our Blacks herded into ghettos; and Native 
Americans onto wretched. reservations; and 
Mexicans and Puerto Ricans shuffled into barrios; 
and poor Whites forgotten among the ‘‘purple 
mountains’ majesty’’; and Jews forced to deny 
their heritage; and Irish and Italian and Japanese 
and Chinese and all the others suffering their bitter 


spot upon the stage. Nevertheless, we still clung. 


and tried to wrest the sweet from the bitter; and, 
while each one, in a separate cry proclaimed 
‘‘nobody knows the trouble...,’’ each one began to 
try and understand the other. 
With all of it we moulded: a tradition: the 
realization of our dream. For with all our 
differences we seemed and seem to agree about 
(he character of America: from the barrios and the 
ghettos, from the Southern mountains to the 
Northern plains, from the universities ‘to the 
streets, from the industrial plants and factories, 
from all corners, the voice of America screamed 
and insisted, ‘‘I have a right to live! That’s what 


America means!”’ 


SACRED TASK 


Ours, then, has become a sacred task. It is the 
collective task of the American people and future 
generations of Americans to shape and hone and 
refine this dream til it be real. It is not the charge 
of one part of us, but of the whole; not of one race, 
but of many; not of one party, but of all; not of one 
man, but of all; not of one man, but of all of us. We 
duly elect our representatives to the Congrss so the 
voices of America can be heard, and our will be 
done. 

We did not/do not ask one man to preside over 
our affairs, to shape our dream, but select many 
among us to perform the task. Who, then, is this 


President who wields a greater power than us all? 


Who is this man who dares challenge the very fibre 
of our dream, to provide a government ruled by the 
governed? What privilege does this President 
carry that he dares to rule us, the people, as though 
by divine right? What monster have we created, 
who by turning the phrase ‘‘Divine Right’’ to 
‘*Executive Privilege’’ shall destroy a tradition 
which began in opposition to absolute despotism? 
We could not have said that the life of every 
buman being is important, to have allowed one 
man to commit murder sanctioned by ‘‘Executive 
Privilege.’’ We did not mean to say that the 
property of every person must be respected, to 
then allow one man to burglarize in the name of 
‘*Fxecutive Privilege.’’ We did not mean that we 
would take our personal income as atax to be 
centralized in the general public interest, only to 
have it used for the personal pleasure of one 
man, because of his ‘‘Executive Privilege.” 
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ANDREW JAGKSON | 
We, here and nowy, in this historic spot, have the 
opportunity to make such a change, for these are 
times to which witness can be born as to the 
ultimate evils of the Presidency. Let us be unafraid 
to make change, change that neither defies 
tradition nor violates the law, but serves to benefit 
posterity in its wisdom. Let us be unafraid to meet 
the challenge laid before us by our founders, so 
long ago, to have such government that derives its 
*‘just powers from the consent of the governed.’ 


7 


.THE LEGAL ARGUMENT 


It is is not the intention here to interpret the 
Constitution of the United States of America, but to 
argue, in the Constitution’s own words, that the 
_ intent of the Constitution regarding the President 
of the United States was to allow such limited 
power to that office as to make such a person, in 
effect, little more than a figurehead. The intent of 
the Constitution is to guarantee a republican form 


of government, administered by the people, for the. 
people, and through‘a representative Congress of . 
the people. Further, the Constitution allows for the , 


aboliton and creation of laws as the Congress 
deems necessary to provide flexibility in govern- 
ment to constantly serve the interests of the people 
in the historic course of human events and the 
growth and development of the country. 

It cannot be argued that the U.S. Constitution 
does not provide for a President, for that is 
self-evident. However, the Constitution clearly 
does not allow the President powers that Congress 
does not deem necessary and proper. With this 
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ABRAHAM LINCOLN 
general theory in mind, the argument can be 
extended to our present historic place, - which has 
revealed, most recently, in the Watergate affair, 
the evils and potentially greater evils of necessity 
of a Congressional act, supportive of Constitutional 
incumbent duties out of the hands of one man, 
without violating but rather enforcing the supreme 
law of the land: | 


1. The Constitution of the United States of 
America states, in Article I, Section 8, that 
Congress shall have power te: ‘‘...make all laws 


which shall be necessary and proper for carrying 
into execution the foregoing powers, and all other 
powers vested by the Constitution in the Govern- 
ment of the United States, or in any department or 
officer thereof.’’ 

2. The Constitution designates few powers to the 
President, and none without some form of 
Congressional consent. The first power of the 
President as outlined in the Constitution, under 
Article Il, Section 2, provides that the President 
**. Shall be commander-in -chief of the Army and 
Navy of the United States, and of the militia of the 
several States...°> However, Article I, Section 8 
grants the power to Congress only ‘‘To raise and 
support armies...To provide and maintain a navy,”’ 
and ‘‘To provide for organizing, arming, and 
disciplining the militia, and for governing such part 
of them as may be employed in the service of the 
United States...’” . 

3. The Constitution does not allow the President 
the power to administer any action carrying the 
weight of a policy decision under any such aegis as 
Executive Privilege. The very offices of the 
Executive department are created by Congress, the 
heads of which are only nominated by the 
President: Article II, Section 2 of the Constitution 
says that the President ‘‘...shall nominate, and by 
and with the advice of and consent of the Senate, shall 
appoint ambassadors, other public administrators 
and consuls, Judges of the Supreme Court, and all 


Past and present U.S. 
dents have abused the powers of 


the office. 
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Be mS iad pi ay 
of the United 
not herein otherwise provided for, and 
all be established by law...” “i 
Besides outlining ‘the limited powers" of the 
sident the Constitution further provides safe- 
ards against abuse of presidential authority. For 
ample, not only is the President subject to 


_ impeachment from office, but is also subject to_ 


nishment under the law while in office for 
lation of the law of the land and is not immune to 


wer fo impeach a President, but, also, the power 
0 diminish or increase its own powers or the 
owers of the Executive department or of any other 
_ department or, branch of the government, which 
_ changes in law shall become the supreme law of 
the land: (Article VI) ‘‘This Constitution, and the 
_ laws of the United States which shall be made in 
pursuance thereof; and all treaties made, or which 
Div every State shall be bound thereby, anything in 
‘fe the Constitution on laws of any State to the 
contrary notwithstanding.” 


ca 


_“Strange—They all Seem to” 
_ Have Some Connection With 


_ This Place.”’ 


Ca 


States, whose appoint- 


ch, as is applicable to any other citizen of the. 
‘ited States. Not only does Congress have the — 


IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
PROPOSAL 


1. Whereas the Senate Select Committee on 
Presidential Campaign Activities had been given 
the task of formulating legislation for the Congress 
that would have prevented or discouraged the 
repetition of those or similar acts as revealed to 
have been committed during the 1972 Presidential 


election campaign, it is therefore fitting and proper 


that a similar Senate Select Committee consider 
the above proposal. 

‘ Consequently, the campaign will be launched 
with the calling of a dramatic press conference on 
the steps of the Senate Office Building in 
Washington, D.C., during the course of such 
hearings, by a small group of distinguished 
Americans led by Huey P. Newton, to submit our 


proposal to this Senate Select Committee. 


2. The widest possible distribution and promo- 
tion of the Position Paper to all segments and 


‘groupings of the American people and the . 


encouragement of the. widest possible discussion 
and debate of the proposal from community to 
national levels. 

3. The early creation of nonpartisan, community 
bodies and ad hoc committees of organizations, 
trade unions and associations as advocates of the 
proposal. The encouragement of co-sponsorship of © 
the proposal by community organizations, trade 
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unions, churches and _ political parties locally, 
regionally and nationally. | 


| ) political parties. ue tes 
LONG RANGE GOALS: :; i _* 3, A massive national action in Washington, Ko 
1. The creation of regional coordinating com- for implementation of the proposal and the creation — 
mittees to provide guidance and help to local ; of an Executive of administrative experts answ 


community activities around the proposal. : able to the people through its elected represen 
2. The calling of a nonpartisan National tives in the Congress of the United States 
Organizing Convention for the purpose of America. eet | : 


Vv 
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| (Copies of the Black Panther Party Position Paper on the Ewinauag of the | 
‘i Offices of President and Vice-President can be obtained free of charge by — 


writing to: Central Distribution, 8501 E. 14th Street, Oakland, California — 
G4G2 TVs } | iA Et aD 


- The music and poetry of the liberation struggle are a reflection of the 
innermost thoughts and emotions of an oppressed people as well as an 
expression of their culture. The revolutionary musician and poet seek to put.the 
ideology of the struggle into an artistic form that the people can identify with. 
Music particularly is an important medium of expression/communication in the 


ie Black community. In the four centuries that Black people have been in America, 
music has been used to tell of the history of oppression and of ure determined 
- intent to end that oppression. 


_ Ericka Huggins, 


re Ug aN 


_. revolutionary in words and song—words erupting 
| __ out of the manifold experiences of struggle; song 

7 4 flowing out of the pain and suffering of Black life 
in America. These are love songs expressing 
_ Elaine Brown’s deep and abiding sense of 
oneness with all oppressed humankind, her 
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- “UNTIL WE’RE FREE” is the statement of a_ 
people’s will, 


the first, genuine Reopens s “cise: America has 


5 eNavation to her comrades-in-battle, her faith i in 


_ Sisters Elaine Brown, chief spokesperson for the Black Panther Party, and 
ot director of the Intercommunal 

writer-vocalist and poet respectively, are skilled people’s artists. Elaine’s 
‘songs, all written by her, are, as she so often says, really written by the people 
_ because they reflect the joys, hopes, fears and aspirations of the people. The 
_ sometimes sad but always inspirational ballads of Sister Elaine are the 
| expression of a talented, sincere revolutionary. Equally beautiful and creative 


Youth Institute, song-' 


are Sister Ericka’s poems. The refreshing style and pointed messages of her 
_--—s~poetry speak out to, people everywhere, 


in a tone uniquely singular and 


Set eee a en ee ae 


} 
) 


: 
: 


the Victory that will be realized through the 
determination and effort, love 
songs that touch and stir the heart. A consuming - 
talent, a total dedication and a proven commit- 
ment are combined in Elaine Brown, making her 


produced.”’ 
— Huey P. Newton 
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In all societies, the way of life of the people, 
their culture, mores, customs, etc., evolve from 
the economic basis of that society. The United 
States is a capitalist society, the system of capi- 
talism being one of exploitation of man by man, 
with by-products such as_ racism, religious 
chauvinism, sexual chauvinism, and unnatural 
divisions among the people. In other words, it’s a 
dog-eat-dog society. Pat it’s not a dog-eat- dog 
world. 

‘‘Mien are not innately greedy, nor are they 
innately uncooperative with each other. Therfore, 
it is our goal, it is the goal of the Black Panther 
Party, and must be the goal of all men, to create 
conditions in which men can start being human, 
can begin to cooperate with each other, can love 
each other, in fact, in peace. Men cannot do this 
without an arena in which to do so. In other 
words, in an exploitative system menare forced to 
exploit. In an unkind system, men are forced to be 
unkind. In a world of inhumanity, men will be 
inhuman. In a society that is warmongering, men 

_ will war. These are the aspects or the way of life 
of a people who are part of a capitalist system. 
_ **And songs are a part of the culture of society. 
Art, in general, is that. Songs, like all art forms, 
are an expression of the feelings and thoughts, 
the desires and hopes, and.so forth, of a people. 
They are no more thanthat. Asong cannot change 
a situation, because a song does not live and 
breathe. People do. 


You didn’t see 
Jonathan. 
Or do you care, 


Jonathan 


Picked up a gun 
Jonathan. — 

But a man 

Was he. 


 He’d often go. 

. He’d hurt her so, 
~ Jonathan. 
His mother’s eyes 


- Gleamed mother’s prize, 


- Jonathan. 


Jonathan 
For a man 
Was he. 


_ people. A statement to say that we, the masses of | 


or groups, or to exploit each other. And so, the 


. determine them. That we are always human and | 


album cover (1969). 


You weren’t there. 


What do you mean? 


He was so young 


What he would do 
None of us knew - 


‘cand so the songs in. this album are a 
statement—by, of and for the people. All the 


people have had a game run on us; a game that | 
made us think that it. was necessary for our — 
survival to grab from each other, to take what we — 
wanted as individuals from any other individuals — 


statement is that some of us:have understood that _ 
it is absolutely essential for our survival to do just 
the opposite. And that, in fact, we have always 
had the power to do it. The. power to determine | 
our destinies as human beings and not allow them — 
to be determined by the few men «who now 


always had this power. But that we never 
recognized that, for we were deluged, bom- 
barded, mesmerized by the trinkets of the ruling _ 
class. And this means all of us: Black, Mexican, _ 
White, Indian, Oriental, ‘Gypsy, all who are 
members of the working class, of the non-working — 
class (that is, those who oe have sons); all whe. . 
are oppressed. _ vi 
‘This means all of us have this power. But the 
power only belongs to all of 1 us, not just some or 
one, but all. And that was the trick. That was the 
thing we never understood. And that is what — 
statement these songs make.”’ ant 
— Elaine Brown, taken from ‘‘Seize the Time” ei: 


Some Brothers three, There’s more you see — 
They had no key. That must be free. 
Jonathan | Jonathan 

Saw them in jail. | Showed us the way. 
They had no bail. What price to pay, 


Jonathan Jonathan. | 
The U.S.A. Open the door, 
Will have to pay Just do it for 
Jonathan Jonathan. 

For the man You’re a man 
Was he. 4 Like he. 3 


But, you weren?e there. 
You didn’t see: 
Jonathan. 

Or do you care, ene 
What do you mean? — Atom 
Jonathan, mi 
He was so young 
Picked up a gun a 


For they would die 
Lest he should BY 
Jonathan 

Oh by his deeds 

Give them the keys, 

Jonathan. 

For those who rule 

They couldn’t fool 


Jonathan Jonathan. 
For a man But a man 
Was he. 


Was he. | a 
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-You know I heard the people say { 

What will you give in your way | 
| & ee I saw them turn, stop 

| - And listen to the people cry 

be a And say, just a life 

Is alli got. ~ 


LZ 


In a parade » 
Of centuries - 
_ People cried out, 
And said please, please 
We want. freedom, 


_“BUNCHY” CARTER JOHN HUGGINS 
You know I heard the people’ say 
What will you give in your way 
I saw them turn, stop 


Liberation . And listen to the people cry 
And just some help in this And say, just a life 
Civilization. Is all I got. 


You know I heard the people say Bunchy and John 
What will you give in your way Walked through this maze 
I saw them turn, stop They touched a million lives 
And listen to the people cry In a thousand ways. 
And say, just a life ) _ Three-score and ten 
Is all I ae | Never knew them 
~ sve Twenty-six and, twenty-three 
; ‘What did fey doles: | Is all they were 
What did they say. Oh can’t you see. 
To justify : 
Speaking this way And didn’t you hear the people say 
They just fought What will you give in your way 
And often cried I saw them turn, stop 
And then they turned around And listen to the people cry 
eee ie Were shot down _ And say, just a life 
eae | fae And died. Is all I got. 


~ Yes, I remember 

The Yesterdays 

_ The poverty 

_ That you and me | 

a ; Survived. 

_ For we tried living 

On streets that weren’t giving 
_ And laughed and cried, 
In youth we died 

_ And didn’t know. 


REFRAIN 


by Oh yes, my friends 
Our history _ | 


_ The memory | 
Sy ‘ 


‘ Und carry me 


UNTIL WERE. FREE 


The times we saw 

We didn’t deserve 
_ Hostility 

We couldn’t see 

It was absurd 

But we gave joy, 

Each girl and boy 

So innocent _ 

Our future bent 

Against the wind. 


(REPEAT REFRAIN) 


Desperate kisses 
In alleyways, 
The futile days- 
They laid to waste 
Our ‘little lives... 

_ The concrete park, 


A stab in the dark 
To wrest our soul, 
And we were old 
Before we grew. 


(REPEAT REFRAIN) 


Some friends forgotten, 
And some are gone... 


How dare they touch 
Our little spot 


With what they’ve done. 


I miss them all, 
But, the future calls 
Demanding we 

Set ourselves free— 


As we should be. 


REFRAIN REPEATED 


71 


“SEIZE 
THE TIME 


You tell me that the sun belongs 
_ To you and should surround you. 
_ But, when I turn to look 
I see they’ve snatcued : 
_ The sun from all around you. 
_ Why you hardly seem 
- To want what’s yours ; 
- You hardly seem to care. 
If you love the sun, 
It’s where you’ve come from 
_ Then you had better dare 
_ To Seize The Time 
The time is now 
oe Seize The Time 
erie you know how. 


en tell me that the soul is real 
! And your soul must survive. 
Yet, I see they’ve taken liberties 
_ With your souls and your lives. __ 
Don’t tell me that you lack concern 
For all that you must be, ? 
_ ’Cause I know you know you must not be fumed) 
. And I know that you can see 
_ To Seize The Time 
The time is now 
Oh, Seize The Time 

And you know how. 


You worry about liberty Wy 

- Because you’ve been denied.- 

- Well, I think that you’re mistaken ' 

Or then, you must have lied. 

*Cause you do not act like those who care 
You’ve never even fought 

_ For the liberty you claim to lack 

_ Or have you never thought 

To Seize The Time 

_ The time is now 4, 

EIN Oh, Seize The Time 

: And you know how. 
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Oh 1 was so in walt Nae 
Last year eR ae 


‘All such well- defined men 


| was in love with. . ae v 


Though Hey e somehow grown free. | 


: They came and went : e4 : re 
‘I nodded 
A glimpse 


A blow for 


a neue brother eis t 


Orrathen a 
The year before. 
And if it wasn’t death 
That claimed them, 

It was 1 hard, cold prison door. 


\ 


y 


REFRAIN 
All such young and fine men 


And if we remain 
Reminded of them, 
Then no wall or grave | 
Can confine them. 


Many soldiers | 
For they were 

A part of me | 
A part of all — 
I'd grown witht 


| (REPEAT REFRAIN) ti ay atts 


Of what could be 


The downtroden _ 
Yearning to be free. 


(REPEAT REFRAIN) > 


Stee 


Very lonely a ee ak 
When you remember its 
You can’t feel or touch — oe ie 


When remember the touch — 


47 
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Hc our way 


if we slay this man 
mi have peace in this. land 


We Shall Meet Again 
do not die 
ity the price 


r 


. his ereedy hands. wih ie 


Just lobk at a man 
If you ever can. 
Simply see his face. 

See his very black face. 
With no trace of disgrace 
With more than 2 a hint 
Of pride. 


And he feels like a man 
Like a very good man 
‘As he places his hand 
In mine. 

Yes, a very black hand 
That he held in my own 
As he led me back home 
To my own. 


And I’d cry with the man 
And I’d die with the man_ 
I'd lie with the man, 
‘Cause I know that. 1 am 
The woman I am 


_ Just with a Very Black Man. 


‘Dearly, 


To tell. 


‘The strain of it call. 


To try. 


NO. TIME 


I want to hold some child 

Forever. 

Hide his eyes from it all. 

Yes, hold some Black child 
And rock him | 
But outside 

It’s raging 

And there is no time 

To hold. 


I wish to tell some paula 


Tell her all the world is ‘bevel es 
Tell some dear Black mother sieuia 
Of her beauty, 
But outside atin 
It’s burning wee 
And there is no time 


(Bridge) 


Yes, I too am weary 
With all the pain of it 
I wish to love them all 
Keep them from 


Ri 


Yes, if while hold some man 
And kiss him 
Live with him until I die 


Some wonderful Black man, 


Ill miss him... 
‘Cause outside 
They're shooting 
And there is no time 


x 


Have you ever stood 

In the darkness of night 
Screaming silently 

You’re a man. 

Have you ever hoped that 

A time would come 

When your voice could be heard 
In a noon-day sun. 

Have you waited so long 

‘Til your unheard song 


Has stripped away your very soul. 


REFRAIN 


/ Well then, believe it my friend 


so eed 


That this silence will end 
We'll just have to get guns 
And be men. 


(The songs by Elaine Brown reprinted here were taken from her two popular | 
‘Seize the Time,’’ recorded in 1969 on the Vault label and the more ; 
recent ‘‘Until We’re Free’’ for the prestigious Motown Record Company. The 
latter can _ be obtained by writing to Central Distribution, 8501 E. 14th Street, | 
Oakland, California 94621.) 
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; END OF SILENCE 


Has a cry to live 

When your brain is dead 
Made your body tremble 0. 
And have unseen chains 

Of too many years 

Hurt you so bad ‘til you can’t 
Shed tears. 


Have so many vows 


From so many mouths 
Made you know that words 
Are just words. 


(REPEAT REFRAIN) 


You know that dignity 

Not just equality | 

Is what makes a man a man. 
And so you laugh at laws 


Passed by a silly lot 


That tell you to give thanks 
For what you’ve already 
Got. 
And you can’t go on | 
With this time-worn song 
That just won’t change the way | 
You feel. ice: 
(REPEAT REFRAIN) | 
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You don’t want to think i 
You just want to drink Vie 
Both the sweet wine and the gall. 
You been burning inside ae, 
For so long a while 

‘Til your old-time grin 

Is now a crazed-man’s smile. 
And the goal’s so clear 

And the time so near. 

You'll make it or | 

You’ll break the plow. 


(REPEAT REFRAIN) 


Yes, it’s time you know 
Who you really are ee 
And not try whitewash the truth. a 
You’re a man you see eC ce 
And a man must be | Maree Ror Ps 


Whatever he’ll be or he sta owe 
Won’t be free. 3 Pedy 383. 
If he’s bound up tight = 
He'll hold back the night = 
And there won’t be no light = = 
For day. Zabel Pa 
(REPEAT REFRAIN) 


+ 


Fall, 1974— 


WE CELEBRATE ALL 


THE FALLEN HEROES 
October, 1973 
We celebrate all the fallen heroes 


across the land 


4 


raise flags and monuments to mourn the unknown 
. dead 


we give thanks to god on Christmas . 


+ 


_we sing hallellujahs to the crucified 


jesus on Easter a eee 


We empty our pockets in the churches | 


where gossip and flashy clothes 
have become holy. | sa 


When will we celebrate the lives of 


Those who can give us most aa 


cigar SRE 
: 


‘ ‘peace, 

z of Ridge r an 
: security, RE En pee 
i love. 


When will we praise so many bright 


SION NESEES 


Black and Brown smiling faces 


When will we get on our knees to 


reality; give what is due to our real \ 


Salvation...the babies. 


They are our hope 


strength 


Their spirit has immortality 


_ They are our future 


Our Children. 


’, : 


-. spanked them (’til their full grown hands turned 


shouted at them 


AND THEY KEPT THEM 
THERE HUNGRY 


15 October, 1973 
...and they kept them there hungry/poor 
and. wanted them to learn 
were angry when they did not | sf 


. 


they beat them 


red.) 


degraded them, 

laughed at shen they 

called them ‘‘little niggers” 
‘“wetbacks”’ 


‘thalf-breeds”? 
told them they could not learn... 
‘*-take up a trade’’; 


*‘.learn to cook’’s 


‘‘-be a singer’ ...Never 


a doctor rf 
a lawyer Ae eo 
y the sun 
never - a 
the stars. 
a man or A gee Vy a: 
_ the universe 
woman ay a uy 


if we can... 


We fought that _ We will show them how to think — hs i 


Now we laugh at the ignorance to be 


t 


scorned those feelings of fear and they will create a world 


which thwarted thriving minds/ ; RE fase 
smiling faces. i 
purer | 


We will help our children— Not only because we fought, but 


Ne 


give them this world ahlagie 
| enou 


\ oe because it is on them/ we have done 


the moon it is their time in history. 
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FIRE & RAIN oe 
as intense as a flame- OR ae 


warning us 


comforting us; 


blinding 
burning those who can not bear to feel 


see it. ‘} 


as thorough and far-reaching BS. Roe 


summer rain 
refreshing us. : Se 


washing away fears/selfish things; 


drowning 


choking those who can not be cleansed 
by the truth, 


’ bee. 8 


who can not hold out their hands and 
receive drops of the 


clear water of freedom Rig 


like fire and rain til ahah se 


be love for th opl 
‘ Et bamboo eave not breaks sepesione Wee (Bewale 
ste ae ah | UMay, 197 2i05 


LET THE FAULT BE WITH THE MAN 
Naa August» 1972 
ie det the fault be with the man 


Ss whose desires overwhelm his humanness 

, : | 
ee let the fault be with the woman 

who places emphasis on comfort of the body — 


rather than on the stability of the mind 


let the fault be with those who judge one’s" 
character 


by one’s ability to be ‘polite’ 
let the fault be with whose who fear the nature of 
development | 
rather than those whdse development is natural, 
‘open, real. 
there is neither a difference 
or an intrusion 


that alters our views of people — oT ag 


i | remember times when i shad le by | 


it is the futile quest for the perfect in ourselves, | 
the morally correct. | | Me 7 to exchange and. every one ‘regretted 


if we are revolutionaries, then what is correct — : : remember when pieand that life 


‘must be that which provides for our survival. re te lds struggle and they told 1 me that 


ie, 
~ 


if we should survive ) | mel wished it that way 
ithen let it bd forteal reuaude? riot for résionsdertved al remember times when i cried a 
Fe fear. | : , | i : at while everyone laughed hysterically 
we can only for so long MY we live — ? : retest and now while i am : . 
remain the people that we die fbntiing: a calm ere se is screaming aes 
| struggling, dying. Eo. | * co ; yelling 


in the long run it will be those whose pleading with me 


character is steadfast who will help us win. - to tell them when/how/where/ what we oe 
q let the fault: be then with the man or woman | found out and i just remember OPH, 
whose personal views create our failure. tite he ios a eee a 


(‘Insights and Poems,’’ the insights of Huey P. Newton and the poetry a 
of Ericka Ep! are soon to be published by os “ny Tights Press in mee ss 
Francisco. ) 
a 


EMORY DOUGLAS, People’s ‘Artist for the Black Panther Party, 
addressing Fisk University students in November, 1972, 


. 3 “Art For The People’s Sake” 


~ BY EMORY DOUGLAS 


On October 2, 1972, Emory Douglas, the popular People’s Artist for the 
Black Panther Party whose works regularly adorn the back page of The Black 
Panther newspaper, spoke at Fisk University in Nashville, Tennesse. In 
speaking to the assembly of predominantly Black students and professors, 
Emory explained, in relationship to a Black artist’s responsibilities, how art . 
could be used as a vehicle to elevate the consciousness of Black and poor 
communities: “‘...No artist can sit in an ivory tower... The artist has to be down 
_ on the ground; he has to hear the sounds of the people, the cries of the people, 


B _ the suffering of the people, the laughter of the people, — the dark side and the 


bright, side of our lives.’ 

_Emory’s drawings appear interspersed throughout the text of that Nash ville 
ech, which follows. ' 
_ (Emory Douglas’ works have been exhibited throughout the U.S., Africa, Asia 
and Latin America and have beenreproduced widely by Third World publications 
as well as filmed for TV both within this country and abroad. In addition, Emory 


| isa University Lecturer on “‘Art in Service for the People’’ and is the art 


instructor at the Community Learning Center.) 
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My Hee eet Tne tan 
Ne 


AY 
” 


ME v 
Asay 


Teeth 
! MS 


‘All Power to the People. 


“Pm very happy to be here as a representative 
_ from the Black Panther Party. Tonight, I would like 


to discuss with you the relationship of the Black 
artist to the Black community. We must take that 
as a very serious thing, because when we look at 
the world today, we see that we have very serious 
problems. 

‘*‘We have to understand that we have been 
duped into believing that we are supposed to 
criticize all the Greek, the Roman, and all the 
ancient European art. We have been taught how to 
criticize them; we have been told how to criticize 


them. But what happens when we criticize them? 


We begin to try to duplicate them. We begin to 

_ spend our time in trying to copy something that is 
old, that is decadent, that is out of date...like the 
work of Leonardo Da Vinci, and those other 
painters. 

‘‘But we have a greater enemy in relationship to 
art. We have a greater enemy, I would say, in 
commercial art. What is commerical art? It is a 
method of persuasion, mind control; it oppresses 
Black people. If we look around our community, 
what do we see? We see billboards, with 
advertising, that tell us what to buy, how to buy. 
And we go out and buy — our own oppression. 


NEW CONTENT i: 


“It (advertising) tells us to go out and buy a 
house, for 6% interest; we buy the house and 
suffer for the next 20 years trying to pay for that 
house. What am I trying to tell you? It’s this: We 
have to take that structure of commerical art and 
add a brand new content to it, a content that will 

_ serve the interests of Black people. We see that 

they (the capitalists) have done what we should be 

_ doing. They have analyzed how to appeal to Black 

people, so that Black people will go out and buy. 

_ They have begun to analyze how to relate to Black 

people so that we will continue to suffer— 
peacefully. 


‘‘But we say that if we take this structure of 


commercial art and add a brand new content to it, 


then we will have begun to analyze Black people 
and our situation for the purpose of raising our - 


consciousness to the oppression that. we are 
subjected to. We would use commercial art for the 


purpose of educating Black people, not oppressing © 


them. So I made that statement, in the beginning 
‘so that perhaps I could get off into an outline with a 


- few questions in regards to who art is for. I would 


say that art is for the masses ‘of Black people; we 

must bombard the masses with art. We cannot do 

this in an art gallery, because our people do not go 

to art galleries; we can’t afford to go to art 
galleries... 

‘‘We have to put our art all over the United 
States, wherever Black people are. If we’re talking 
about an art that serves our people, if we’re truly 
talking about an art that is in the interests of Black 
people, then we have to use, again, the structure of 
commerical art. 


Og 


art. 


country can get the message... esis . 

‘‘We also have the question of how to define ar 
(for ourselves)? Many would say that we define rt 
from a dictionary, but we know that the problems _ 
are too ante pa too complex, to. define ne 


“Tf we are truly drawing the becnta ify we : 
trying to reflect the society which we live in, the 
that means that we, the artists, will draw th 
people; but the people are the real artists. No artis 
can sit in an ivory tower, discussing the problem 
of the day, and come up with a solution on a pie : 
of ei The artist has to be down on the groun 


the people, the suffering of the pednle, i 
laughter of the people—the dark alge and 
bright side of our lives. _— 
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DRAWINGS BY EMORY 


is a difference between exposing and praising. We 
don’t expose the people, we expose the system (of 
the U.S.) in relationship to art, but, we praise the 
people in relationship to art. We show them as the 
heroes, we put them on the stage. We make 
characters of our people (around the idea of what 
they know life should be about). 

‘*‘We can.talk about politics in art, and many 
people will get confused on the issue, in ‘regard to 
what is primary. Is it the political situation, or the 
artistic situation? Art is subordinate to politics. The 
political situation is greater than the artistic 
situation. A picture can express a thousand words, 
but action is supreme. Politics is based on action, 
politics starts with a hungry stomach, with 

dilapidated housing. Politics does not start in the 
political arena; it starts right down there in the 
community, where the suffering is. If art is 
subordinate, then, to the _ political situation, 
wouldn’t it be true that the artist must begin to 
interpret the hungry stomach, bad housing, all of 
these things and transform these things into 
something that would raise the consciousness of 
Black people? I think that would be the most logical 
thing to do. 

‘‘In regard to criticism in art: We praise all that 
which helps us in our resistance, for future 
liberation. We condemn all those things in art that 
are opposed to our liberation. 


“‘If we, as artists, do not understand our role and: 


relationship to the society, to the political situation 
and the survival of Black people, then how can we 
create art that will project survival? How can we 
begin to create an art that shows a love — a true 


} JUST WANT TO TES (M NOT GOING TO Si? AROUND ANY LONGER iVE GOT FREEDOM ON (My MIND. 


ts v rea 8 


: 


oF 


yt 
\ 


Ei 
tb 


ba] 


~ 


rw 
I 


iT 


a em)) 
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love—for Black people? When the artist begins 
to love the people, to appreciate them, he or she 
will begin to draw the people differently; we can 
begin to interpret and project into our art 
something that is much greater than it was before: 
Freedom, justice, liberation; all those things that. 
we could not apply to our art before. 

‘““How do we judge art...By the subjective 
intentions of the person (the motive)? Or do we 
judge art by the effect it has? We have to take both 
of these things into consideration. The motive is 
the idea; the idea that I believe a drawing should 
be drawn in a particular manner is only my 
personal thought. So, what I have to do is take into 
consideration, if the art is going to correspond to 
what’s happening in the community; if it is going 
to elevate the level of consciousness: of Black 
people in the community. That means that I have to 
go out into the community and investigate in order 
to find out if what I want to draw is going to 
correspond with the reality of the community. Then 
I will be taking into consideration, not only my 
motive, which is my own personal feeling, but I 
would also be taking into consideration the effect; 
the actual, practical everyday activity that goes on 
in the community. We have to link up the two... 

‘*You see, another thing that the reactionary 
system does, is to carry on a pacification program 
by using art. They tell us that we should not draw 
things that deal with liberation, that we should not 
draw things that deal with violence. But at the 
same time they perpetrate the worst violence on 
the planet Earth while they have us drawing 
pictures of flowers and butterflies. We must 
understand, that when there are over 20 million 
people in this country, hungry, then we, as artists, 


have something we must deal with...’’ 


A ; f 
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GEORGE JACKSON DAVID G. DU BOIS 


90K EXCERPTS 


The theoretical writings of the Black Panther Party serve as a record of the 
| ee s history, its developing ideology and its analysis of the correct handling 
| OF the revolutionary struggle —both here in the U.S. and throughout the Third 
WwW orld. Any political organization which is seriously acting as the vanguard of 
the people, which the Black Panther Party is doing in America, must state its 
analysis on important issues so that the people will understand these issues, 
which directly relate to their oppression. Once they have a full understanding 
of the issues, they will be able to move to end that oppression. — 
ti a ERS VOLUTIONARY SUICIDE, the autobiography of Huey P. Newton, leader 
and chief theoretician of the Black Panther Party, is a personal account of Black 
ression and resistance in America. In the following excerpts from the book, 
_ Brother Huey defines the concepts behind the Black Panther Party’s programs 
} and organizing activities. 
Other books by Huey P. Newton include, TO DIE FOR THE PEOPLE, a 
Neleckon of essays on the Black Panther Party and the Black liberation struggle 
and IN SEARCH OF COMMON GROUND, co-authored by the world famous 
psychoanalyst Erik. H. Erikson. The latter book is arecord of the two men’s 1971 
conversations, first at Yale University in New Haven, Connecticut, and later 
that same year in Oakland, California. 
ee ee genius of Brother George Jackson, assassinated Field Marshal of the 
Black Panther Party, isshownintheexcerpt’ from BLOODINMYEYE, hislast 
najor work completed before his death. Not only did Brother George serve as an 
Rye ert revolutionary theorist, but he put that theory into practice as America's 
remost prison organizer. 
; ae a Chale from the ak s theoretical writings, aa section also includes 


“ fies around the experiences of a Black-American lieing t in Lgypt at the time 
vat the outbreak of the 1967 Middle East War. 
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For twenty-two months in the California Men’s 
Colony at San Luis Obispo, after my first trial for . 
the death of Patrolman John Frey, I was almost 
continually in solitary confinement. There, in a 
four-by-six cell, except for books and papers 
relating to my case, I was allowed no reading 
material. Despite the rigid enforcement of this 

rule, inmates sometimes slipped magazines under 
my door when the guards were not looking. One 
that reached me was the May, 1970, issue of Ebony 
magazine. It contained an article written by Lacy 


the social environment. In other words, suicide is | do not think that life will anne for the 


for the two are very different. Dr. Hendin was human existence is based upon hope withou 
describing reactionary suicide: the reaction of a real understanding of the odds. Indeed, ° 


The concept of revolutionary suicide, deutiahed a beating! P. Newer and. 
outlined in the first selection that follows, is one of the Black Panther Party’s 
major philosophical beliefs. At the heart of this concept is the view that it isy 518 Rs 
better to oppose those reactionary forces which would drive one to self- “murder to 
than to endure them and, be destroyed. by them in the end. 
‘Freedom, ’’ the second selection presented, deals with the prison experiences 
of the leader and chief theoretician of the Black Panther Party. Huey, in this — 
selection, writes, ‘‘Jail is an odd place to find freedom, but that was the place. vs 
found mine...’’ Both selections are taken from Huey P. Neues Ss 
bniobiagrnniicgl work, REVOLUTIONARY SUICIDE. , 


— Reuslutionary Suicide: ee 


A section of fae eee Ss “Crime and Pu sh 


man can attain the innate a of soul that i is 
possible in beggary; for Ms society may drive, | 


totally demeaned, his dignity lost. Finally, ove 
self- respect, immobilized nes fear and ie 


Banko summarizing the work of Dr. Herbert | SPIRITUAL DEATH 
Hendin, who had done a comparative study on : Connected to reactionary suicide, although 
suicide among Black people in the major American. ‘more painful and degrading, is a spirtual 
cities. Dr. Hendin found that the suicide rate that has been the experience of millions of - 
among Black men between the ages of nineteen people in the United States. This death is f 
and thirty-five had doubled in the past ten to everywhere today in the Black community 
_ fifteen years, surpassing the rate for whites in the victims have ceased to fight the forms 

same age range. The article had—and still has—a : oppression that drink their blood. The com mi 
profound effect on me. I have thought long and , attitude has long been: What’s the use? If a m: 
hard about its implications. : rises up against a power as great as the Un 

The Ebony article brought to mind Durkheim’ Ss States, he will not survive. Believing this, m i 
classic study ‘‘Suicide,’’ a book I had read earlier Blacks have been driven to a death of the sp <1 anal 
while studying sociology at Oakland City College. To rather than of the flesh, lapsing into lives of 
Durkheim all types of suicide are related to social desperation. Yet all the while, in the heart of ev ry 
conditions. He maintains that the primary cause of. | Black, there is the hope that life will “so i el we 
suicide is not individual temperament but forces in change in the future. ih 


caused primarily by external factors, not internal without an- assault on the Establishment, 

ones. As I thought about the conditions of Black _ goes on exploiting the wretched of the earth. iy 

people and about Dr. Hendin’s study, I began to belief lies at the heart of the concept of re olu- 

develop Durkheim’s analysis and apply it to the __ tionary suicide. Thus it is better to oppose tk 

Black experience in the United States. This ' forces that would drive me to self-murder th 

Sep nrealy led to the Hporent of “revolutionary endure them. Although I risk the likelihood of 

suicide.’ death, there is at least the possibility, if not 1e ‘ 
To understand revolutionary suicide it is first. probability, of changing intolerable conditions. | 

necessary to have an idea of reactionary suicide, ~ This possibility is important, because muc 


man who takes his own’ life in response to social all—Black and white alike—ill in the game! 6, 
conditions that overwhelm him and condemn him mortally ill. But before we die, how shall we ve? [ : 
to helplessness. The young Black men in his study re say with hope and dignity; and if premature eal 
had been deprived of human dignity, crushed by __. is the result, that death has a meaning reac 2 
oppressive forces, and denied their right to hg as ! suicide can never have. It is- the Al a: 

proud and free human beings. Bi self-respect. | 


ee 
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mrades have a death wish; it means just the 
ite. We have such a strong desire to live with 
and human dignity that existence without 
is impossible. When reactionary forces crush 
We must move against these forces, even at the 
of death. We will have to be driven out with a 


Che Pears said that to a revolutionary death is 


volutionary lives so dangerously, his survival is a 
iracle. Bakunin, who spoke for the most militant 


tement in his Revolutionary Catechism. To him, 


first lesson a revolutionary must learn is that he 
_ is a doomed man. Unless he understands this, he 


SERIOUSNESS 


Then Fidel Castro and his small band were in 


in’s rule. A few hours before they set sail, 


: F de went from man to man asking who should be | 


d in case of death. Only then did the deadly 
seriousness of the revolution hit home. Their 
gle was no longer romantic. The scene had 
exciting and animated; but when the simple, 
rwhelming = aati of death arose, everyone 


ee so-called revolutionaries in this country 
and white, are not prepared to accept this 
_ The Black Panthers are not suicidal; 


ia it does to other people who use it. I think the 
rey lution will grow in my lifetime, but I do not 


ave no doubt that the revolution will triumph. 
eople of the world will prevail, seize power, 
e the means of production, wipe out racism, 
firs reactionary intercommunalism—react- 


e reality and victory the dream. Because the 


ng of the First International, made a similar 


not grasp the essential meaning of his life. | 


ico preparing for the Cuban Revolution, many 
the comrades had little understanding of — 


greed, exploitation, and violence of the power 


Structure in the American empire. The handwriting 


is on the wall. The United States is jeopardizing its 
own existence and the existence of all humanity. If 
Americans knew the disasters that lay ahead, they 
would transform this society tomorrow for their 
own preservation. The Black Panther Party is in the 
vanguard of the revolution that seeks to relieve this 
country of its crushing burden of guilt. We are 
determined to establish true equality and the 
means for creative work. 

Some see our struggle as a symbol of the trend 
toward suicide among Blacks. Scholars and 
academics, in particular, have been quick to make 
this accusation. They fail to perceive differences. 


Jumping off a bridge is not the same as moving to | 


wipe out the overwhelming force of an oppressive 
army. When scholars call our actions suicidal, they 


should be logically consistent and describe all 


historial revolutionary movements in the same 
way. Thus the American colonists, the French of 
the late eighteenth century, the Russians of 1917, 
the Jews of Warsaw, the Cubans, the NLF, the 
North Vietnamese—any people who struggle 
against a brutal and powerful force—are suicidal. 
Also, if the Black Panthers symbolize the suicidal 
trend among Blacks, then the whole Third World is 
suicidal, because the Third World fully intends to 
resist and overcome the ruling class of the United 
States. If scholars wish to carry their analysis 
further,, they must come to terms with that 
four-fifths of the world which is bent on wiping out 
the power of the empire. In those terms the Third 
World would be transformed from suicidal to 
homicidal, although homicide is’ the unlawful 
taking of life, and the Third World is involved only 
in defense. Is. the coin then turned? Is_ the 
government of the United States suicidal? I think 
so. 


~ REDEFINITION 


With this redefinition, the term ‘‘revolutionary 
suicide’? is not as simplistic as it might seem 
initially. In coining the phrase, I took two knowns 
and combined them to make an unknown, a 
neoteric phrase in which the word ‘‘revolutionary”’ 
transforms the word ‘‘suicide’’ into an idea that has 
different dimensions and meanings, BPEHEA toa 
new and complex situation. 

My prison experience is a good cambio of 


revolutionary suicide in action, for prison is a_ 


microcosm. of the outside world. From the 
beginning of my sentence I defied the authorities 
by refusing to cooperate; as a result, I was confined 
to ‘‘lock-up,’’ a solitary cell. As the months passed 
and I remained steadfast, they came to regard my 
behavior as suicidal. I was told that I would crack 
and break under the strain. I did not break, nor did 
I retreat from my position. I grew strong. 

If | had submitted to their exploitation, done their 
will, it would have killed my spirit and condemned 
me to a living death. To cooperate in prison meant 
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ihe see A nee me 


“Meo eee suicide to me. While solitary confine- 
ment can be physically and mentally destructive, 
my actions were taken with an understanding of 

_ the risk. I had to suffer through a certain situation; 
by doing so, my resistance told them that I rejected 
all.they stood for. Even though my struggle might 
have harmed my health, even killed me, I looked 
upon it as a way of raising the consciousness of the 
other inmates, as a contribution to the ongoing 
revolution. Only resistance can destroy the 
pressures that cause reactionary suicide. 


The concept of revolutionary suicide is not 


defeatist or fatalistic. On the contrary, it conveys 
an awareness of reality in combination with the 
possibility’ of hope—reality because the revolu- 
tionary must always be prepared to face death, and 
hope because it symbolized a resolute deter- 


mination to bring about change. Above all, it 


demands that the revolutionary see his death and 
his life as one piece. Chairman Mao says that death 


comes to all of us, but it varies in its significance: to. 


die for the reactionary is lighter than a feather; to 
die for the revolution is heavier than Mount Tai. 


FREEDO 


— 


te eae ant ane 
A tan We 
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Jail is an odd place to find freedom, but that was 
the place I first found mine: in the Alameda County 
Jail in Oakland in 1964. This jail is located on the 
tenth floor of the Alameda County Court House, 
the huge, white building we call ‘‘Moby Dick.”’ 


When I was falsely convicted of the assault against 


Odell Lee, Judge Dieden sent me there to await 
’ sentencing. Shortly after I arrived, | was made a 
trusty, which gave me an opportunity to move 


about freely. Conditions were not good; in fact, the 


place blew up a few weeks later, when the inmates 
refused to go on eating starches and split-pea soup 
at almost every meal, and went on a food strike. I 
joined them. When we were brought our split-pea 
soup, we hurled it back through the bars, all over 
the walls, and refused to lock up in our cells. 
I was the only trusty who took part in the strike, 
and because I could move between cell blocks, they 
_charged me with organizing it. True, I had carried 
a few messages back and forth, but I was not an 
organizer then, not that it mattered to the jail 
administration. Trusties were supposed to go along 
with the Establishment in everything, and since | 
_ could not do that, I was slapped with the organizing 


label and put in the ‘‘hole’’—what Black prisoners ~ 


call the ‘‘soul breaker.”’ 

I was twenty-two years old, and I had been in jail 
before on various beefs, mostly burglary and petty 
larceny. My parents were pretty sick cf me in my 
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devend on Sonny Man to come up fone 
Angeles, or wherever he was, to bail me out. Si 


but the soul breaker is your “last” aa of 
world. In 1964, there were two of these der 


the deprivation, why the soul breaker is call 
strip cell. Sometimes the prisoner in the othe 
would get a blanket, but they never gave me one. 
He sometimes got toilet paper, too—the limit v 
two squares—and when he begged for more 
was told no, that is part of the punishment. | 
was no bunk, no Washneans no toilet, Bothy 


deep in the middle of the floor. The ape rp 
supposed to urinate and polecety in | this poles, be 
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tthe fifteen days: were up. Most men did. 
r two or three days they would begin to scream 
i beg for someone to come and take them out, 
nd the captain would pay a visit and say, ‘“‘We 


D.. ‘That way I kept the ake somewhat clean 
ae have the overflow. I did the same with 


vee duother, more important Heo. one 
k longer to learn. During the day a little 
owed in the two-inch crack at the bottom of 
I door. At night, as the sun went down and 
ts clicked off one by one, I heard all the 
sing, and all the locks. I held my hands up 
nt of my face, and soon I could not see them. 
n that was the testing time, the Hime when I 
save myself or break. — | 

de jail, the brain is always being 
ded by external ince These ordinary 
d sounds of life help to keep our mental 


‘somehow replace the stimuli, provide an 
environment for yourself. Ever since I was 
0 I have been able to overcome stress by 
p pleasant thoughts. So very soon I began 
ton the most soothing parts of my past, not 
out any evil thoughts, but to reinforce 
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, in order, rational. In deprivation, you © 
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myself in some kind of rewarding experience. Here | 


I learned something. This was different. 
When I had a pleasant memory, what was I to de 
with it? Should I throw it out and get another or try 


to keep it to entertain myself as long as possible? If 
you are not disciplined, a strange thing happens. 


The pleasant thought comes, and then another and 
another, like quick cuts flashing vividly across a 
movie screen. At first they are organized. Then 
they start to pick up speed, pushing in on top of one 
another, going faster, faster, faster, faster. The 
pleasant thoughts are not so pleasant now; they are 
horrible and grotesque caricatures, whirling 
around in your head. Stop! [ heard myself say, 
stop, stop, stop. I did not scream. I was able to stop 
them. Now what do I do? 

I started to exercise, especially when I heard the 
jangle of keys as the guards came with the split-pea 
soup and fruit loaf. | would not scream; I would not 
apologize, even though they came every day, 
saying they would let me out if I gave in. When 


they were coming, I would get up and start my 


calisthenics, and when they went away, I would 
start the pleasant thoughts again. If I was too tired 
to stand, I would lie down and find myself on my 
back. Later, 1 learned that my position, with my 
back arched and only my shoulders and tight 
buttocks touching the floor, was a Zen Buddhist 
posture. I did not know it then, of course; I just 
found myself on my back. When the thoughts 
started coming again, to entertain me, and when 


the same thing happened with the speed-up, 
faster, faster, I would say, stop! and start again. 


Over a span of time—I do not know how long it 
took—I mastered my thoughts. I could start them 
and stop them; I could slow them down and speed 
them up. It was a very conscious exercise. For a 


while, I feared I would lose control. I could not. 
think; I could not stop thinking. Only later did I 


learn through practice to go at the speed I wanted. 
I call them film clips, but they are really thought 
patterns, the most vivid pictures of my family, 
girls, good times. Soon I could lie with my back 


arched for hours on end, and I placed no 


importance on the passage of time. Control. I 
learned to control my food, my bedy, and my mind 
through a deliberate act of will. 

After fifteen days the guards pulled me out and 
sent me back to a regular cell for twenty-four hours, 
where I took a shower and saw a medical doctor 
and a_ psychiatrist. 
prisoners would become mentally disorganized in 
such deprivation. Then, because I had not 
repented, they sent me back to the hole. By then it 


held no fears for me. I had won my freedom. 


Soul breakers exist because the authorities know 
that such conditions would drive them to the 
breaking point, but when I resolved that they 
would not conquer my will, I became stronger than 
they were. I understood them better than they 
understood me. No longer dependent on the things 
of the world, I felt really free for the first time in my 
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life. In the past I had been like my jailers; I had 
pursued the goals of capitalistic America. Now I 
had a higher freedom. 

‘Most people who know me do not realize that I 
have been in and out of jail for the past twelve 
years. They know only of my eleven months in 
solitary in 1967, waiting for the murder trial to 
begin, and the twenty-two months at the Penal 
Colony after that. But 1967 would not, have been 


possible without 1964. I could not have handled the | 
Penal Colony solitary without the soul breaker. 


behind me. Therefore, I cannot tell inexperienced 
young comrades to go into jail and into solitary, that 

i that is the way to defy the authorities and exercise 
their freedom. I know what ne can do to a 
man. 

- The strip cell lids been outlawed throughout the 
United States. Prisoners I talk to in California tell 
me it is no longer in use on the West Coast. That 
was the work of Charles Garry, the lawyer who 
defended me in 1968, when he fought the case of 
Warren Wells, a Black Panther accused of shooting 
a policeman. The Superior Court of California said 

- it was an outrage to human decency to put any man 
through such extreme deprivation. Of course, 


prisons have their ways, and out there right now, 
somewhere, prisoners without lawyers are prob- 


ably lying in their own filth in the soul breaker. 

I was in the hole for a month. My sentence, when 
it came, was for six months on the county farm at 
Santa Rita, about fifty miles south of Oakland. This 
is an honor camp with no walls, and the inmates 

are not locked up. There is a barbed-wire fence, 
but anyone can easily walk off during the daytime. 
The inmates work at tending livestock, harvesting 
‘crops, and doing other farm work. 

I was not in the honor camp long. A few days 
after I arrived, I had a fight with a fat Black inmate 
named Bojack, who served in the mess hall. Bojack 
was a diligent enforcer of small helpings, and I was 

‘‘dipper.’? Whenever Bojack turned away, I 
would dip for more with my spoon. One day he 
tried to prevent me from dipping, and I called him 

_ for protecting the oppressor’s interests and 
smashed him with a steel tray. When they pulledme 
off him, k was hustled next door to Graystone, the 
maximum security prison at Santa Rita. 

Here, prisoners are locked up all day inside a 
stone building. Not only that. I was put in solitary 
confinement for the remaining months of my 
sentence. Because of my experience in the hole, I 
could survive. Still, I did not submit willingly. The 
food was as bad in Graystone as it had been in 
Alameda, and I constantly protested about that and 
the lack of heat in my cell. Half the time we had no 
heat at all. 


Wherever you go in prison there are disturbed. 


inmates. One on my block at Santa Rita screamed 
night and day as loudly as he could; his vocal cords 
seemed made of iron. From time to time, the 
guards came into his cell and threw buckets of cold 
water on him. Gradually, as the inmate wore down, 
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the scream became a croak and then a squeak and ~ 
then a whisper. Long after he gave out, the sound 
lingered in my head. - yi: 

The Santa Rita administration finally sat oe 
disgusted with my continual. complaints and ae i 
protests. and shipped me back to the jail in 
Oakland, where I spent the rest of my time ian ibe 
solitary. By then I was used to the cold. Even now; te 
I do not like any heat at all wherever I stay, no 
matter what the outside temperature. Even so, the ih 
way I was treated told me a lot about those who 
eee puch punishment. 5 ON them well. 
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By GEORGE JACKSON 


: ‘The following ee The United Front,’’was ei from BLOOD IN 
us M Y EYE, the last work written by George Lester Jackson, the late Ficid 
; ~~ Marshal of the Black Panther Party. Although this one essay provides only a 
he glimpse of the total genius that Comrade George possessed, it very amply 
_ shows why George Jackson is still one of the best loved, most respected and 
ve  widely- quoted activist/authors a full three years following his assassination on 
_ August 21, 1971, by.San Quentin prison guards. It also shows why millions of 


_ JACKSON LIVES! 


new unitarian and progressive current has 


al ys been individuals and ne who bijetied 
is ie ideal of two unequal sabhieansaot existing one on 
te f the other. 


ted. States. ih in all other countries of the 
| combined. At all times there are two-thirds 
of a ‘million people or more confined to these 
prisons. Hundreds are destined to be legally 


number compared with the total population 


ot a million who are responsible for all the 


ng up in the movement centering ¢ on political © 


e men who place themselves above the rest of 


hundred million, However, compared with | 


_ people throughout the world continue to reiterate the People’ S cry: GEORGE 


that crime is simply the result of a grossly 
disproportionate distribution of wealth and _pri- 
vilege, a reflection of the present state of property 
relations. There are no wealthy men on death row, 
and so few in the general prison population that we 
can discount them altogether. Imprisonment is an 
aspect of class struggle from the outset. It is the 
creation of a closed society which attempts to 
isolate those individuals who disregard the 
structures of a hypocritical establishment as well as 
those who attempt to challenge it on a mass basis. 

Throughout its history, the United States has 
used its prisons to suppress any organized efforts 
to challenge its legitimacy — from its attempts to 
break up the early Working Men’s Benevolent 
Association to the banning of the Communist Party 
during what I regard as the fascist takeover of this 


country, to the attempts to destroy the Black | 


Panther Party. 
HYPOCRISY 


- The hypocrisy of Amerikan fascism forces it to 
conceal its attack on political offenders by the legal 
fiction of conspiracy laws and highly sophisticated 
frame-ups. The masses must be taught to 
understand the true function of prisons. Why do 
they exist in such numbers? What is the real 
underlying economic motive of crime and the 


official definition of types of offenders or victims? - 
_The people must learn that when one ‘‘offends’’ 
the totalitarian state it is patently not an offense — 


against the people of that state, but an assault 
upon the privilege of the privileged few. 

Could anything be more ridiculous than the 
language of blatantly political indictments: ‘‘The 
People of the State . . .vs. Angela Davis and 
Ruchell McGee’’ or ‘‘The People of the State... 
vs. Bobby Seale and Ericka Huggins.’ What 
people? Clearly the hierarchy, the armed minority. 

We must educate the people in the real causes of 
economic crimes. They must be made to. realize 
that even crimes of passion are the psycho-social 
effects of an economic order that was decadent a 
hundred years ago. All crime can be traced to 
objective socio- -economic conditions—socially pro- 
ductive or counterproductive activity. In all cases, 
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it is determined by the economic system, the 
method of economic organization. ‘‘The People of 
the State . . .vs. John Doe’’ is as tenuous as the 
clearly political frame-ups. It’s like stating ‘‘The 
People vs. The People.’’ Man against himself. 
Official definitions of crime are simply attempts by 
the establishment to suppress the forces of 
progress. 

Prisoners must be reached and made. to 
understand that they are victims of social injustice. 
This is my task working from within (while I’m 
here, my persuasion is that the war goes on no 
matter where one may find himself on bourgeois- 
dominated soil). The sheer numbers of the prisoner 


class and the terms of their existence make them a . 


mighty reservoir of revolutionary _ potential. 
Working alone and from within a steel-enclosed 
society, there is very little that people like myself 
can do to awake the restrained potential revolu- 
tionary outside the walls. That is part of the task of 
the ‘‘Prison Movement.”’ 


The ‘Prison Movement,” the August 7th 


movement and all similar efforts educate the 
people in the illegitimacy of establishment power 
and hint at the ultimate goal of revolutionary 
consciousness at every level of struggle. The goal 
is always the same: the creation of an_ infra- 
structure capable of fielding a people’s army. 
Each of us should understand that revolution is 
aggressive. The manipulators of the system cannot 
or will not meet our legitimate demands. 


GEORGEJACKSON:. “Prisoners mist he reached and made to realize 


Eventually this will move us all into a violent . 
encounter with the system. These are the terminal 
years of capitalism, and as we move into more and 
more basic challenges to its rule, history clearly 
forewarns-us that when the prestige of power fails 
a violent episode precedes its transformation. 
We can attempt to limit the scope and range of 


violence in ‘revolution by mobilizing as many 


partisans as possible at every level of socio- 
economic life. But given the hold that the ruling 
class has on this country, and its history of 
violence, nothing could be more certain than civil 
disorders, perhaps even civil war. I don’t dread 
either. There are no good aspects of monopoly 
capital, so no reservations need be recognized in its 
destruction. Monopoly capital is the enemy. It 
crushes the life force of all of the people. It must be’ 
completely destroyed, as quickly as_ possible, 
utterly, totally, ruthlessly, relentlessly destroyed. 

With this as a common major goal, it would seem 
that anti-establishment forces would find little 
difficulty in developing common initiatives and 
methods consistent with the goals of mass society. 
Regretfully, this has not been the case. Only the 
prison movement has shown any promise of cutting 
across the ideological, racial and cultural barricade 
that have blocked the natural coalition of left-wing 
forces at all times in the past. 

So this movement must be used to provide an 
example for the partisans engaged at other levels 
of struggle. The issues involved and the dialectic 


that they are victims of social injustice. ”’ 
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Each partisan, outside the a iieuecd elements, 
hould work at radicalizing in the area of their 
sf atural environment, the places where they pursue 
ieir normai lives when not attending the rallies 
nd demonstrations. The vanguard elements (or- 
ized party workers of all ideological per- 
sions) should go among the people concen- 
ted at the rallying point with consciousness- 
ing strategy, promoting commitment and 
viding concrete, clearly defined activity. The 
guard elements must search out people who 
q and will contribute to the building of the 
amune, the infrastructure, with -pen and 
; oard in hand. For those who aren’t ready to 
that step; a ‘“‘packet”’ of pamphlets should be 
ded for their education. | 


VANGUARD PARTY 


: All of this, of course, means that we are moving, 
on a mass level: Not all in our separate 
tions—but firmly under the disciplined and 


Vith the example of unity in the prison 
yement, we can begin to break the old 
avioral patterns that have repeatedly allowed 
rgeois capitalism, its imperialism-and fascism, 
‘iumph over the last several decades. We tap a‘ 
sive potential reservoir of partisans for cadre | 
;. We make it possible to begin to address one 
‘most complex psycho-social by-products that 
-conomic man with his private enterprise has 
lactured—Racism. : 

- saved this most critical barrier to our needs 
| ity for last. Racism is a matter of ingrained 
jitional attitudes conditioned . through institu- 
s. For some, it is as natural a reflex as 
hing. The psycho-social effects of segregated 
mments compounded by bitter class _re- 
on have served in the past to render the pro- 
ve movement almost totally impotent. 

, major obstacle to a united leftiin this country 
hite racism. There are three categories ‘of 
racists: the overt, self-satisfied racist who 
*t attempt to hide his antipathy; the self-inter- 


dicting racist who harbors and nurtures racism in 
spite of his best efforts; and the unconscious racist, 
who has no awareness of his racist preconceptions. 

I deny the existence of Black racism outright, by 


fiat I deny it. Too much Black blood has flowed 


between the chasm that separates the races. It’s 
fundamentally unfair to expect the Black man to 
differentiate at a glance between the various kinds of 
White racists. What the apologists term Black 
racism is either a healthy defense reflex on the part 
of the sincere Black partisan who is attempting to 
deal with the realistic problems of survival and 
elevation, or the racism the government stooge 
organs. 

As Black partisans, we must recognize and allow 
for the existence of all three types of racists. We 
must understand their presence as an effect of the 
system. It is the system that must be crushed, for it 
continues to manufacture new and deeper 
contradictions of both class and race. Once it is 
destroyed, we may be able to address the problems 
of racism at an even more basic level. But we must 
also combat racism while we are in the process of 
destroying the system. , 

The self-interdicting racist, no matter what his 
acquired conviction or ideology, will seldom be 
able to contribute with his actions in any really 
concrete way. His role in revolution, barring a 
change of basic character, will be minimal 
throughout. Whether the basic character of a) man 
can be changed at all is still a question. But . . .we 
have in the immediacy of the ‘‘Issues in Question’ 


the perfect opportunity to test the validity of 


materialist philosophy again, because we don’t 


_ have to guess, we have the means of proof. 


The need for unitarian conduct goes much 
deeper than the liberation of Angela, Bobby, 
Ericka, Magee, Los Siete, Tijerina, white draft-re- 
sisters, and now the indomitable and faithful 
James Carr. We have fundamental strategy to be 
proved—tested and proved. The activity sur- 
rounding the protection and liberation of people who 


- fight for us is an important aspect of the struggle. 


But it is important only if it provides new initiatives 
that redirect and advance the revolution under new 


' progressive methods. 


There must be a collective redirection of the old 


‘guard—the factory and union agitator—with the 
campus activist who can counter the ill-effects of 


fascism at its training site, and with the 
lumpenproletariat intellectuals who possess revo- 
lutionary scientific-socialist attitudes to deal with 


the masses of street people already living outside 


the system. They must work toward developing the 
unity of the pamphlet and the silenced pistol. Black, 


brown and white are all victims together. 


At the end of this massive collective struggle, we 
will uncover our new man, the unpredictable 
culmination of the revolutionary process. He will 
be better equipped to wage the real struggle, the 


permanent struggle after the revolution—the one 


for new relationships between men. 
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A NO VEL BY 
DA VID GRAHAM DuBOIS 


AND BID HIM SING is a new novel written by David G. DuBois, 
Editor-in-Chief of THE BLACK PANTHER INTERCOMMUNAL NEWS — 
SERVICE. The novel, to be published this November by Ramparts Press, — 
revolves around the life of Suliman Ibn Ismael, a Black American living in Egypt — 
during the time of the outbreak of the 1967 Middle East War. Brother DuBois is 
well qualified to write such a book, having spent thirteen years in Africa as a 
IMSS 4 and having lived for most of the time in Cairo, Egypt. a 

The following chapter describes Suliman’s reaction to and his pipiens 
revolving around Egypt’s pronouncement that all Americans must leave the a 
country due to ihe outbreak of war between fae and Egypt. i 


I must have just fallen asleep. I had listened to — of his hand. ‘‘Man, d’ya hear me!? I been 
more reports on the fighting from Moscow, - fuckin’ jail two hours! Nobody’ll listen to me 
London, Washington and Montreal. I'd picked up _ His voice sounded like he was about to burs ju 
an English transmission from Bonn and another crying. ‘‘Man, you got to get over here now, 
from Johannesburg. It was about one-thirty a.m. now! ‘an get me outta here. The motherfu 

_ when I finally got into bed. The clock beside my _.. gonna ship me outta Egypt!”” he paused. 
bed now said a little after two. I had no idea how A ‘‘Yeah , but where are you?’’, I asked, NY show 
long the telephone had been ringing, but it kept ith too. 

up persistently as I dragged myself out of the bed 
and out of the beginnings of deep sleep. My : 


mumbled ‘‘hellow’’ was answered with a shout. 
‘‘Where you been!?’’ Before I could answer, 


“They’re holdin’ me! Won’t let me out! Say 
they’re goin’ na ship me out! Man, you got to get. 3 : | | 
over here, now!” It was Suliman. But I hardly | rae aa bring your shit with you! You'll need it 
recognized his voice. It was shrill and frightened. | get into this place. Man, hurry up!” He hung up. 
bhai He was screaming into the receiver, rushing mM rete me nearly prea ‘five minutes to ee git 
ea through his words as if someone were standing 
ah beside him threatening to grab the instrument out | Way, mae was almost breathless when Tr | 
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io the'door of the hotel, also, where two 
uniformed, armed policemen stood guard. 
ormally sparkling and revealing tall glass 


letely covered with wide strips of heavy blue. 
It looked foreboding. 


rightly lit and alive with activity. But, it was 
ent immediately that it was not the activity of 
urist hotel Lee it was. There was nothing 


Jeeves and without ties. Disorderly piles of 
age, included hastily fastened cardboard 
: , large paper wrapped objects of odd shape 


tte butts overflowed the ashtrays and 
ded in ugly, bent foims out of the soil of 
ed plants. Harsh, American accented English’ 
ounded me. 
approached the reception dee to the right of 


entrance, behind which three, harassed 
Egyptians were striving to maintain the cool, 
nonchalance typical of Egypt’s first class hotel 


on had not been estionel: It 


e of this recently opened hotel was now - 


spite the hour the plush, high-ceilinged lobby 


nee the list. “Is he suppose to be — 


the human contact: But, he kenorsn my caeabent It 


had been impolite. 

“Oh, yes. Here he is’’, he said, looking up and 
smiling. ‘‘Suliman Ibn Ismael, employee of the 
U.S. Food for Development Mission. Yes. He has 


not been given a room yet, so, you'll find him 


somewhere around the hotel.”’ 
‘*Thank you’’, I said and turned ‘a leave the 


counter, As I did so I szw Suliman. He was bobbing 


down the steps into the lobby beside an 
official-looking Egyptian who had a sheaf of papers 
in his hand. A little behind them came an American 
in shirt sleeves, also carrying a handful of papers. 
Suliman carried his briefcase which was open, his 
passport, a copy of his book and several newspaper 
clippings in one hand. The other was occupied with 
his cane. They turned in the direction of the 
counter. At that moment Suliman saw me and 
broke away from them, almost at a run. His face 
was ashen, its usual sheen gone. His small eyes 
bulged unnaturally. Their look was piercing. A 


woman rose from a chair in their path as they 


crossed the lobby and engaged the two officials in 
conversation. Before he reached me and ignoring 
my half-extended hand, Suliman said: 


‘‘Man, you know folks around this town! You 
gotta help me get out of here! Call ’em! Get in 
touch with ’em! Do anything! But, get me outta 
this place! What took you so long?”’ Not waiting for 


an answer, ‘‘Dig, I just talked to the Egyptian cat 


that’s in charge. Says he got my name on a list. 
He’s got some whitey from the Embassy with him 
who’s got a list too. Says there’s nothing he can do. 


Said in the morning somebody from Egyptian 


security will be here I can talk to.’’ He half raised 
the hand in which he held his briefcase and papers. 


“Told him about all my shit! Showed him the 


telegram from Nasser, my clippings, everything! 
He didn’t give a fuck! I even tol’ the cat I 
volunteered for the Egyptian Army; showed him 
the letter I wrote, everything. Cat said he was 
sorry, but my name was on the list they got from 
the fuckin’? American Embassy!’’ We were 
standing at thé counter. The clerk with whom I had 
talked was listening intently, as if it was his right. I 
took Suliman’s arm and lead him toward two empty 
chairs. 

“Look Suliman, what exactly happened?’’ I 
asked. ‘‘You said on the phone you’d been in jail. 


Have you been home, or what?’’ We were now | 


seated. 
‘*They stopped me on the way to Mika’s. Asked 
to see my identity card. When I showed ‘em my 


93. 


3 Dey Che at ee Ca ene’ ae ane es pa 


passport they wouldn’t give it back and said I'd 
have to come with them. Took me to the police 


station on Sarwat Street...told me to sit down and 
disappeared with my passport. They wouldn’t tell 
me nothing. After a while I got mad and started 
_ raising hell, until some officer came out. He tol’ me 
not to worry, there was nothing wrong. It was just a 
check because I was out late, and shit like that. 
‘But, the mother didn’t give me back my passport, 
and he disappeared. After a while he came out and: 
said everything was all right, but that I: 
shouldn’t be walking in the streets at that hour and 
they would take me in a police car. 


‘*Man, they put me in this jeep an’ before I knew 
what was happening, they had dumped my ass 
here!’’ He had begun the story calmly, but now his 


voice was beginning to rise. ‘‘The cat still hadn’t — 
given me my passport. Gave it to that dude over — 


there’’, indicating the Egyptian he’d entered the 
lobby with and who was now talking with the clerks 
at the counter. ‘‘They planning to ship my ass outta 
here, man! I tol’ the cat everything. He says he 
‘can’t do nothing ’til this important cat from 
Security comes in the morning. Says not to worry or 
get mad, But, man, you gotta do something! They 
can’t keep me here with all these whitiest?? 

1 looked up at the approach of the Egyptian 
official. ‘*You’ll be in Room 813, Mr. Suliman’’, he 
said pleasantly. ‘‘The clerk at the counter will give 
you the key.’? He eyed me suspiciously as he 
continued. ‘‘Don’t worry about anything. Every- 
thing’s going to be all right.”’ 

‘This is Mr. Bob Jones’’, Suliman said rising. 
‘‘He’s a friend. He’s going to see if he can help 


o0.’? To me he said: **This is Mr. Munir.’’ I stood | 


up and took his hand. There was a question in his 
expression and manner, but he said only, 


“Hellow’’. And then to Suliman: ‘‘I’ll see you in _ 


the morning’’, and left us. As I sat down I watched 


him join his American colleague who was still” 


talking with the woman that had stopped them. 
They spoke to each other, both glancing in my 
direction, and then compared lists intently. I was 
sure they were looking for my name. 

‘*1 saw Kamal’s name on the list”’, Suliman said. 
‘*It was above mine. And Hank’s is there too, and 
Ibrahim’ s. Cat said they’ll probably be comin’ here 
sometime tomorrow. D’ya know that Mohammed 
left a week ago? Cut out to Addis males jus’ like 
that. Didn’t nobody know he was goin’. He must of 
knew the shit was going to break.’’ 

“Karima came to see me tonight’’, I said, as 
matter of factly as I could. ‘‘Looking for you. Says 
she heard they were shipping out Americans. 
Came with Sayyid. eer they’d find you at my 
place.’’ 

“Man, damn that chick. I been givin’ her money. 
Ain’t nothing I can do until I get outta here!’’? He 
- sat forward in his chair. ‘‘Listen. First thing in the 


morning you got to go see Mr. Mursy at the Islamic 
Center. Man, you got to be there early...when he 
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j foes in. Tell’ Hh ‘hey: holding m fis 


_ watchful eyes on the porters and his lugg 


- plannin’ to ship me out...” 


‘But, nobody’s likely to be in their o ce 
tomorrow’’, I said, weakly. ‘‘And, even if they re, 
they won’t be in early’’. The look of betrayal in 
eyes compelled me to add, ‘“Malesh.,.PH 
early, first thing and see.”’ A 

‘You got contacts in the office of the Minis er 
Culture’, he continued. ‘*They printed one ¢ 


Nasser is! I'll send the ileaea if I can. B 
don’t count on it working.’’ _ aii 
“Jus? send it, and tell Mr. Mursy bt A i ne oe 


gotta get to him first seh in the morning. Ty 
his telephone number at the apartment. If I ha 
here I’d call him, myself, right now.” 
‘sWhat are you suppose to do about your tl 
and the apartment?” 


me, like a guard, to the avenn while I pack 
clothes and things and *brought them back 
here. I’m jus’ pupDese to leave the apartm 
Ain’t that some shit?! I called Mika and told h 


in the morning. She was packing when I ‘ates 
her. I couldn’t talk long. Wasn’t suppose to r 
no calls, the cat told me. But, I paised so muc h I 
he let me.”’ a 
_ Our attention was caught me a ‘commotion : 
entrance to the hotel. A smartly dressed police — 
officer had let in a group of young people that we | 
immediately recognized as students from 
American University. Hank was in their | 
dressed in a mode-cut dark suit, in sharp co 
to the others, and affecting that lost and. h 
attitude he’d had when I first saw him in mid 
Cairo. Blue gowned porters loaded down 
luggage followed. Suliman jumped up and we 
in the direction of the group. I rose and foll 
‘Hey, brother’, Suliman called out” as 
approached Hank. ‘They got you too?” 
question was serious. | af 
“*Yeah’’, Hank smiled. ‘‘I wouldn’t miss ; no 
trip to Greece. Ain’t this some shit!”” We 
hands, Hank keeping languid but at the s sam 


“Well, you can bet your sweet ass I ain’t th ants 
Suliman said without smiling, = = Pee 
‘‘Inshallah”’, I interjected, pleking his de t tiny it 
the hands of God. ae 
As if caught off guard. by an inferior oppt 
‘Suliman repeated aggressively, but unc 
cingly: ‘inshallah’. . * 
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P Ehere | is an old African saying, ‘‘I am we.”’ If you 
met an African in ancient times and asked him who 
“she ie was, he would reply, “I am we.” This is 

ee pnionary. suicide: I, we, all of us are the one 


ae “So many of my comrades are gone now. Some 
block are begging on the street. Others are in 


a) eat, penitentiary, or grave. They are all 
at suicides of one kind or another who. had the 


faa Some overcame; they are the revolu- 
' ey suicides. Others: were reactionary suicides 


1 AM WE © 
BY HUEY P. NEWTON 


ae In this. Arey, brilliant statement token from REVOLUTIONARY SUICIDE, 
Huey P. Newton further clarifies the concept of revolutionary suicide —the 
ya common struggle and oneness of all humankind. i 


tight partners, crime partners, and brothers off the 


Who sends us to the grave? The unknowable, the 
force that dictates to all classes, all territories, all 
ideologies; he is death, the Big Boss. An ambitious 
man seeks to dethrone the Big Boss, to free 
himself, to control when and how he will go to the 
grave. | 

There is another illuminating story of the wise man 
and the fool, found in Mao’s Little Red Book: A 
foolish old man went to North Mountain and began 


7 _ to dig; a wise old man passed by and said, ‘‘Why 


do you dig, foolish old man? Do you not know that 
you cannot move the mountain with alittle shovel?” 
But the foolish old man answered resolutely, 
‘‘While the mountain cannot get any higher, it will 
get lower with each shovelful. When I pass on, my 


sons and his sons and his son’s sons will go on 
making the mountain lower. Why can’t we move the | 


mountain? And the foolish old man kept digging, 
and the generations that followed after him, and 
the wise old man looked on in disgust. But the 
resoluteness and the spirit of the generations that 
followed the foolish old man touched God’s 

heart, and God sent two angels who put the 
mountain on their backs and moved the mountain. 

This is the story Mao told. When he spoke of God 
he meant the six hundred million who had helped 
him to move imperialism and equERee ss thinking, 
the two great mountains. 

The reactionary suicide is ‘‘wise,’’ and the 
revolutionary suicide is a ‘‘fool,’’ a fool for the 
revolution in the way that Paul meant when he 
spoke of being ‘‘a fool for Christ. ”? That foolishness 
can move the mountain of oppression; it is our 
great leap and our commitment to the dead and the 
unborn. | 

We will touch God’s hese: -we will touch the 
people’s heart, and together we will move the 
mountain. 


y, 


at 
Noli 
aif 


(NOTE: In addition to sais this Fall Quarterly, 

the Black Panther Party is responsible for all 
typesetting, layeut, artwork and photography in 

this volume. As well, the B.P.P. printed the front 
and back covers. For further information 
regarding services in any of these areas, .call ff 
Ben's Community i ag Service, (415) 638- i! 
0195.) 
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Bie 


| KNOW WHO YOU ARE 


I know who you are 

I’ve seen what you do 
Your smile has a way 

Of soothing a wound 

The face of the man 
Who’d make all men free 
Is the face of the man 
Who says he loves me 


You’re the free man 
That is, the man 

Who can make us free 
You’re THE man 

And, you’re my man 
Forever... 


I know who you are 

I know of your pain 

You’ve seen all your people 
In shackles and chains 

But you know what to do 
Yes, I swear that you do 
Yes, I swear that you do 
You will make them be free 
Just as you’ve made me 


You're the free man 
That is, the man 

Who can make us free 
You’re THE man 

And, you’re my man 
Forever... 


I know who you are 

I know where you’ve been 

So you'll go where you must 
Fight to the end 

But do what you do 

I know you have to 

And I'll be along 

‘Cause you’ve made me strong 


You're the free man 
‘ That is, the man 
Who can make us free 
You’re THE man 

And, you’re my man 
Forever... 


